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PREFACE TO FIRST EDITION. 



. Th8 official publication of the Historical Records of 
^ the Regiments of the British Army was authorised 
^ by the following General Order, dated Horse Guards, 

(V) 

f^ Ist January, 1836 : — 

:i: His Majesty has been pleased to command that, with the 
view of doing the fullest justice to Regiments, as well as to 
Individuals who have distinguished themselves by their 
Bravery in Action with the Enemy, an Account of the 
Services of every Regiment in the British Army, shall be 
published under the superintendence and direction of the 
Adjutant-General ; and that this Account shall contain 
the following particulars, viz. : — 

The Period and Circumstances of the Original For- 
mation of the Regiment ; The Stations at which it has 
been from time to time employed ; The Battles, Sieges, and 
other Military Operations in which it has been engaged, 
particularly specifying any Achievement it may have per- 
formed, and the Colours, Trophies, <fec., it may have captured 
from the Enemy. 

The Names of the Officers, and the Number of Non- 
commissioned Officers and Privates Killed or Wounded by 
the Enemy, specifying the Place and Date of the Action. 
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The Names of those Ofl&cers who, in consideration of 

their Gallant Services and Meritorious Conduct in Engage- 
ments with the Enemy, have been distinguished with 
Titles, Medals, or other Marks of His Majesty's gracious 
favour. 

The Names of all such Ofl&cers, Non-Commissioned 

Ofl&cers, and Privates, as may have specially signalized 
themselves in Action. 
And, 

The Badges and Devices which the Regiment may 

have been permitted to bear, and the Causes on accoimt of 
which such Badges or Devices, or any other Marks of 
Distinction, have been granted. 

By Command of the Right Honourable 

GENERAL LORD HILL, 

Gommanding-in-Chief, 

John Macdonald, 

Adjutant- General, 

Several regimental histories were in consequence 
compiled by Mr. Richard Cannon, Principal Clerk of 
the Adjutant- GeneraFs Office, and published under 
the patronage of his late Majesty William The 
Fourth, and of Her Majesty The Queen. Upon Mr. 
Cannon^s retirement, Lieut.-General Sir George 
Wetherall, then Adjutant- General, in consequence of 
my having assisted that gentleman in preparing these 
Records, recommended me to the Lords Commis- 
sioners of the Treasury as the future Editor, but it 
was decided that the work should not be continued. 



PRBPACB. Yll 



This will account for the History of the 44th not 
having been already published by authority ; in con- 
sequence, however, of all its Records having been lost 
at Cabul, and with the view of carrying out the 
General Order before quoted, application was made 
to me by Colonel Staveley to trace the services of the 
Regiment from the period of formation in 1741. 

The Record has now been completed, and with 
that natural feeling of esprit-de-corps, which the 
publication of these several Histories by authority was 
specially intended to encourage, these pages are now 
submitted to the Army and to the Public, in the hope 
that they will not prove altogether unacceptable ; while 
at the same time, they are designed to meet the desire 
of those who have served, are serving, or who have 
had relatives, in the " two fours/^ 

To Colonel Bumey, K.H., and Lieut.-Colonel 
Pearce, K.H., the Regiment is greatly indebted for 
much valuable and interesting information, which, 
without their aid, could not have been obtained. 

T.C. 
HoBSB Guards, D. B. 

Slst December, 186Jf.. 
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HISTORICAL RECORD 

OF THE 

FORTY-FOURTH, 

OB Ten 

EAST ESSEX REGIMENT; 

ORIGINALLY NUMBBKBO THE 

FIFTT-FIFTH REGIMENT. 



In coDBequence of the aggresaioDB committed on the 1739 
imerce of Great Britain in the West Indies and South 
America by Spain, war was proclaimed against that power 
on the 23rd of October, 1739. Augmentations were 
accordingly made in the army and navy, ten regiments of 
Marioee being raised in this and the following year, which 
were numbered from the 44th to the 53rd Eegiment. 

The above-mentioned 44th (Wolfe's) Regiment, aa will 
be afterwards shown, is not the present 44th Regiment of 
the Line. 

While the war was being cairied on between Great 1741 
Britain and Spain, Charles VL, Emperor of Germany, died, 
and the sucoession of his daughter, the Archduchess Maria 
Theresa, being disputed by the Electors of Bavaria and 
Saxony, also by the Kings of Prussia and Spain, a continental 
war was the result, in which England and France, acting in 
the first instance as auxiliaries, finally became principals in 
the contest, which is known as the " War of the A'uitrian 
Sveeeuion." 
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1741 In January, 1741, seven additional regiments were 

raised, for the regular Infantry, and were numbered in 
succession to the ten regiments of Marines, from the 54th 
to the 60th Regiment, as follows : — 

54th Regt., comd. by Col. Thomas Fowke, now the 43rd Regt 



55th 
56th 
57th 
58th 
59th 
60th 
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The Regiment 



James Long, 
D. Houghton, 
John Price, 
J. Mordaunt, 
J. Cholmondeley 



44th 
45th 
46th 
47th 
48th 



H. de Grangue, disbanded in 1748. 



which is the subject of this record, was 
therefore known as the 55th from its formation until the 
Treaty of Aix-la-Chapelle, in 1748, when, in consequence of 
the disbandment of Col. Spotswood's (afterwards Gooche's) 
American Provincial Corps, then numbered the 43rd 
Regiment, and of the ten Marine Regiments from the 44th 
to the 53rd, the numerical titles of six of the seven regiments 
above specified were changed, and the 55th became the 44th 
Regiment, which has since retained that nimiber. 

Colonel James Long, from the present Grenadier 
Guards, was the first Colonel of the 55th Regiment, his 
commission being dated 7th January, 1741, and on the 17th 
of that month the following letter was addressed to him 
from the War Office : — 

" War Office, 17th January, 17Jil. 

" Sir, — His Majesty having thought fit to order a 
regiment of foot to be forthwith raised under your 
command, which is to consist of ten companies of three 
Serjeants, three corporals, two drummers, and seventy 
effective private men in each company, besides conmiission 
officers, and to grant a warrant for allowing two pounds 
for each private man as levy-money, and to authorise the 
Commissary -General of the Musters to make out Muster 
Rolls compleat for two musters from the 25th of December 
last, the commencement of your establishment, the better 
to enable your officers to raise good and able men ; I am 
thereupon commanded by Mr. Secretary-at-War to acquaint 
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" you with this, and to tell you His Majesty expects you 1741 
" will take care to have your regiment compleat at the 
" expiration of the said two musters. 

" I am further to acquaint you that the proper orders 
" will be sent for issuing the necessary arms, as usual, out 
" of His Majesty's Stores of Ordnance, as also to the 
" Paymaster-General of the Forces, to pay you fourteen 
" hundred pounds, being two pounds per man, as levy money 
" for seven hundred effective private men, and likewise to 
" issue to you two months' subsistence for the whole regiment 
" from the 25th day of December last inclusive. 

" I am, &c., 

" (Signed) Rd. Arnold." 

" Colonel Long." 

The following officers were appointed to commissions in 
the regiment : — 

Colonel and Captain of a Company — James Long. 
Lieut-Colonel and Captain of a Company — Peter Halkett. 
Major and Captain of a Company — William Shewen. 

Captains, 



Charles Tatton. 
Mathew Aylmer. 
Charles Knipe. 



Thomas Mason. 
David Braimer. 
Basil Cochrane. 
Russell Chapman. 

Captain-Lieutenant — Durand Therond. 

Lieutenants. 



David Kennedy. 
Leonard Hewetson. 
George Welboume. 
James Sandilands. 
Jesse Shaftoe. 



Ensigns. 



Michael Alcock. 
Thomas Faulkener. 

Dalzell. 

John Archer. 
George Davies. 



Nicholas Dunbar. 
Samuel Rogers (Adjt.) 
John Bickerstaff. 
George Watson. 
John Dale. 

West Diggs. 
David Drummond. 
Sir John Elphinstone. 
William Cunningham. 
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^1^^ Adjutant — Samuel Rogers. 

Quarter-fnaster — Hugh Vans. 
Surgeon — William Trotter. 
Chaplain — Edmund Morris. 

1742 During the year 1742 the regiment was stationed in 
Great Britain. 

1743 On the 11th March, 1743, Lieut.-Colonel John Lee, of 
the 4th Foot, was promoted to the Colonelcy of the 55th 
Regiment, in succession to Colonel Long, appointed to the 
4th Marines. 

1744 France and England now became principals in the 
contest, and on the 20th of March, 1744, the former declared 
war against the latter, which was met by a counter-declara- 
tion by King George II. on the 29th of the same month. 

1746 rjx\^Q 55tjj continued in Great Britain during this and 

the following year. In July, 1745, Prince Charles Edward, 
eldest son of the Pretender, arrived in the Highlands of 
Scotland, where he was joined by several clans. The 55th 
Regiment at this period formed part of the force in Scotland, 
and Lieut.-General Sir John Cope, the Commander-in-Chief 
in North Britain, assembled at Stirling all the troops imder 
his orders, which consisted of about fourteen hundred men. 
He subsequently advanced towards the great road named 
the Chain, leading through the Highlands to Inverness, and 
after a laborious march arrived at Dalwhinnie on the 25th 
of August. Here the intelligence was received that the 
rebels were posted at Corryarrack, seventeen miles distant, 
upon which Sir John Cope continued his march through 
Badenoch to Inverness, thus leaving the South of Scotland 
unprotected. The young Pretender accordingly improved 
this unexpected advantage, and immediately entered the 
district of Athol, seized the castle of Blair, proceeded 
afterwards to Perth and Dundee, proclaiming his father by 
new magistrates of his own appointment, levying the public 
money, and assuming other acts of royalty. The numbers 
of his followers had increased to four thousand men ; and 
on the 11th of September the young Chevalier marched 
from Perth, passed the Forth on the 13th, and on the 16th 
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of that month, at night, arrived in the vicinity of Edinburgh. X745 
At five o'clock on the following morning the city was 
unaccountably surrendered to him without resistance. He 
then made his public entry, attired in Highland costume, 
and occupied the royal palace of Holyrood House. General 
Guest, who commanded the Garrison of Edinburgh Castle, 
removed the Bank and the effects of the principal inhabitants 
into that fortress, which greatly disappointed the young 
Prince, who had expected to gain possession of the treasure. 
His father was afterwards proclaimed with great ceremony 
at the High Cross, as King of Great Britain and Ireland. 

Lieut.-General Sir John Cope, in the meanwhile, had 
marched with his troops from Inverness to Aberdeen, where 
they took shipping, and landed at Dunbar, twenty-seven 
miles east of Edinburgh, op the 18th of September. He 
was here reinforced by Brigadier-General Fowke, with two 
regiments of Dragoons, from Edinburgh, and the next day 
advanced towards that city to observe the disposition of 
the rebels, who were now increased to upwanls of five 
thousand men. 

On the 20th September Sir John Cope encamped in the 
neighbourhood of Preston Pans, near the sea, and seven 
miles from Edinburgh ; his army consisted of the following 
regiments : — 

Gardiner's (13th) and Hamilton's (14th) Dragoons 567 
Two Companies of Guise's (6th) and eight of 

Lascelles' (47th) Foot 670 

Five Companies of Lee's (afterwards 44th) 

Regiment ... ... ... ... ... 291 

Murray's (46th) Regiment ... 580 

Highlanders ... ... ... ... ... 183 



Total 2,191 



Information being received of the approach of the 
enemy, Sir John Cope drew up his army at Gladsmuir ffeath^ 
between the hamlets of Preston Pans and Cockenzie. About 
three o'clock on the morning of the 21st of September, the 
insurgent Highlanders commenced their march, and before 
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1745 daybreak a chosen band of these hardy mountaineers 
advanced with great celerity and intrepidity to attack the 
Royalists. As they drew near, they raised a fearful yell, 
fired a volley, threw down their muskets, and rushed sword 
in hand upon the troops which guarded the artillery. The 
sudden advance of the Highlanders in the dark, their 
superior numbers, and peculiar mode of fighting, dismayed 
the two hundred soldiers appointed to guard the artillery 
on the right, who saw themselves assaulted by more than 
three times their own numbers, and as they caught the 
gleam of steel flashing in their faces, gave way and fled. 
Two hundred and fifty dragoons, also posted on the right, 
seeing the artillery lost, became disheartened; they advanced 
to charge a large mass of Highlanders, but observing the 
disparity of numbers were seized with a panic, and gaUoped 
from the field. 

This inauspicious commencement of the action damped 
the spirit of the infantry, and the panic spread from rank to 
rank ; several companies, however, made resistance, and 
feats of valour were displayed by individuals and small 
parties ; but all semblance of order was soon lost, and a 
complete rout ensued. 

About four hundred of the royal forces were killed or 
wounded, and the prisoners, amounting to nearly twelve 
hundred men, were removed to Edinburgh, and afterwards 
to the Highlands. 

The 55th had the following ofl&cers taken prisoners: — 
Lieut.-Colonel Sir Peter Halkett;* Captains Cochrane, 

• The following testimony to the conduct of Lient.-Colonel 
Sir Peter Halkett is contained in the ** Autobiography of the 
Rev. Ih\ Alexander Carlisle, Minister of Inverkes" recently pub- 
lished. It may be necessary to remark that the above officer, who 
had succeeded to the baronetcy in this year, was Captain of a com. 
pany as well as Lieut.-Colonel (see page 3), in order to explain 
the passage in which he is spoken of in reference only to the 
lower rank. "Sir Peter Halkett, a Captain in Lee*s Begiment, 
** acted a distinguished part on this occasion ; for, after the route, 
"he kept his company .together, and, getting behind a ditch in 
"Tranent Meadow, he kept firing away on the rebels till they 
"were glad to let him surrender on terms.*' Sir Peter was after- 
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Chapman, and Tatton; Captain-Lieutenant Kennedy ; 1745 
Lieutenants Hewetson, Sandiland, and Dunbar; Ensigns 
Archer, Drummond, and Hard wick; Quarter-Master Wilson, 
and Dr. Young. This successful commencement of the 
rebellion caused numerous adherents to flock to the Prince's 
standard; several regiments were recalled from the Continent 
in October, and His Royal Highness the Duke of Cumberland 
proceeded to take the command of the Royal army. The 
young Pretender, elated with the capture of Carlisle, 
marched as far as Derby, whence, however, he conmaenced 
his retreat to the north on the 6th of December, as he 
found but few partisans in England to join in his expedition. 

The battle of Culloden, fought on the 16th April, 1746, 1746 
put an end to the rebellion, but the regiment wsis not 
present on that occasion.* 

During the years 1747 and 1748 the 55th remained 1747 
in Great Britain. The Treaty of Aix-la-Chapelle, which 1748 
was signed on the 7th of October, 1748, terminated the 
" War of the Austrian Successions^ 

In consequence of the conclusion of the war, several 
regiments were disbanded, and the 55th (as shown in 
page 2) henceforth became the 44th Regiment. 

The regiment proceeded to Ireland in 1749, where it 1749 
continued upwards of five years. 1750 

King George II. conferred the colonelcy of the 44th 1751 
Regiment on Colonel Sir Peter Halkett, Bart., on the 26th 

wards dismissed on his parole, and was one of the five officers 
(the others being the Hon. Mr. Boss, Captain Lucy Scott, and 
Lieutenants Farquharson and Gumming) who refused, in February, 
1746, to rejoin their regiments, notwithstanding the threat of the 
Duke of Cumberland, that they should be surperseded if they dis- 
obeyed his orders. The Government approved of their reply, that 
" His Royal Highness was master of their commissions, but not of 
their honour," and they accordingly remained in their regiments. 
Captain- Lieutenant Kennedy and Ensign Archer were retaken from 
the insurgents by the Angus Militia. 

* Wolfe's Marines, at this period numbered the 44th Begiment, 
were at the battle of Culloden ; but this corps was disbanded in 
1878, and had no connection with the present 44th Begiment. 
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1751 of February, 1751, in siiccesaioii to Colonel Lee, deceased. 
Sir Peter Halkett was Lieut.-Colonel of the regiment on its 
formation. 

In the Royal Warrant of the 1st of July, 1751, for 
eneuriDg uniformity in the clothing, standards, and colouia 
of the army, and regulating the number and rank of 
regiments, the facings of the 44th Regiment were directed 
to be yellow. The first, or King's colour, was the great 
Union ; the second, or regimental colour, was of yellow silk, 
with the Union in the upper canton ; in the centre of the 
colour was the number of the rank of the regiment, in gold 
Roman characters, within a wreath of roses and thistles on 
the same stalk. 
1755 Major-Goneral Braddook having been ordered to proceed 

to Virginia, the 44th and 48t!i Regiments were selected to 
form the force under that officer. They accordingly 
embarked from Ireland in January, 1755, and arrived in 
Virginia before the end of February. 

The Peace of Ais-la-Chapelle was now about to be 

^^ interrupted. The hostile spirit of the French first showed 

^H iteelf in aggressions on the British territory in North 

^H America. On Major-General Braddock'a arrival iu Virginia, 

^B with the 44th and 48tb Rcgimente, it was determined to 

^* attack Fort du Queerie, on the Ohio, iu the Province of 

Pennsylvania. This was part of a plan of assailing the 

French in America at all points, and, by one bold push, to 

repel them from all their encroachments. In order to 

preserve Oswego, and reduce Niagara, Shirley's and Pepperel's 

Regiments, which were raised for service in North America 

(afterwards disbanded), were ordered to march to Lake 

Ontario, and General, afterwards Sir William Johnson, Bart., 

I proceeded in command of the provincial troops, with the 
intention of investing Crown Point, on Lake Champlain. 
Many unforeseen and inconceivable difficulties attended 
this eipeditiou against Fort du Quesne. Major-General 
Braddock was obliged to march his army across the Alleghany 
mountains, over a rugged, pathless, and unknown country, 
through unfrequented woods and dangerous defiles, which 
were rendered more perilous by the absence of any assistance 
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Tfhatever from the provinceB; this appears in his oorreapond- 17BB 
ence with the British Ministry, complaining of the neglect 
and disajfectiou of all employed to aupply necesBaries for the 
troops, and setting forth the continual labour and fatigue of 
the Holdiers, who had to cut out roads across steep mountains 
and rocks of on excessive height, and divided by rivers and 

I torrents. 
The troops arrived safely at Fort Cumberland ; and, 
being informed that the French, at Fori du Qitesne, which they 
had recently erected on the river, near the confluence of the 
Monongahela, were eipectiug a reinforcement of five hundred 
regular troops, he resolved to push forward by forced 
marches. The General proceeded from Fort Cumberland on 
the 10th June, with fourteen hundred men and the greater 
portion of the ammunition and artillery, and arrived on the 
8th of July within ten miles of the fort, without encountering 
any opposition. Colonel Dunbar, with eight hundred men, 
was left to escort the provisions, stores and baggage, as 
expeditiously as the nature of the service would permit. 

While thus encamped, forty miles in advance of his 

corps of reserve, the General was exposed to all the stratagems 

and enterprise of an insiduoua enemy. This was expressed 

to him in the strongest terms, especially by Colonel Sir 

Peter Halkett, of the 44th, who earnestly requested him 

to proceed with caution on such hostile and dangerous ground, 

and to order the Indians to reconnoitre, and act as scouts or 

I advanced guards, in case of an ambuscade, for which the 

I country was so well adapted. Unfortunately, no attention 

' was paid to this excellent advice. The men were commanded 

to resume their raarch next day, without any steps to 

ascertain the situation of the enemy, or precautions to 

prevent surprise. 

Having proceeded with this blind infatuation through a 
defile, the enemy being concealed behind the trees and 
bushes, the httle army, of which the 44th formed part, 
about noon on the 9th of July, was surprised by a general 
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1755 fire on its front and flank. The advanced guard was formed 
by the Grenadiers of the 44th, under Brevet Lieut.-Colonel 
the Honourable Thomas Gage; twenty-two men only of 
their number were left standing after the first discharge. 
The enemy could alone be discovered by the smoke of their 
muskets, and great confusion was created by the tumultuous 
pressing on and crowding of the men behind, who earnestly 
requested instructions how to proceed. In this emergency 
several of them fell by the irregular fire of their comrades, 
as was ascertained afterwards, the bullets being of a larger 
size than those used by the foe. By this time the hundred 
Grenadiers were all killed save eleven, three of whom were 
mortally wounded. A party of these gallant fellows, placing 
themselves behind a large tree which had fallen down, used 
it as a breastwork, and made considerable havoc amongst 
the enemy. Most of the officers and men, who stood firm to 
the last, were sacrificed to the General's further mismanage- 
ment. Instead of directing a retreat, when his men were 
thus surprised, and taking steps to scour the avenues, lined 
by the enemy, with grape-shot from ten pieces of cannon he 
had with him, or ordering the Indians to advance in flanking 
parties against the hidden enemy, General Braddock remained 
upon the spot, his obstinacy increasing with the danger, 
until nearly all his officers and men about him were killed 
or wounded. After two hours and twenty minutes continued 
slaughter, rather than fight, the men, having fired away not 
only their own but likewise all the stock of cartridges they 
could find about the dead and wounded, this unequal contest 
was relinquished. The general, having had five horses shot 
imder him, and a musket ball through his right arm and 
lungs, was carried off the field by the bravery of Lieut.- 
Colonel the Honourable Thomas Gage, of the 44th, and 
another officer, but survived only four days, his death being 
caused more by vexation and grief than by his wounds, 
which his surgeon declared were not mortal. 

The loss of the British amounted to seven hundred men. 
The retreat was ably conducted by Colonel Washington, who 
had two horses shot under him in this action. 

The officers suffered severely, the Indians being excellent 
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marksmen. Colonel Sir Peter Halkett, Bart.,* at the head 1765 
of the 44th, fell at the first fire. Thus died, in the service of 
his king and country, this good and gallant officer, and 
amiable and accomplished gentleman; both in life and death 
a lasting honour to his family. 

* Lieutenant James Halkett, the youngest son, had rushed to 
the aid of his father, bat, receiving at this instant his own death 
wound, fell lifeless, according to some accounts, across Sir Peter's 
body. The finding of their remains, covered with the leaves of three 
seasons, on the occupation of Fort du Quesne by the British, in 
November, 1758, is thus narrated by Allen Cunningham, in his life of 
Benjamin West, " Lives of Painters" vol. ii. : — 

" West took up a musket — inspired with his enthusiasm, young 
** Wayne, afterwards a distinguished officer — and joining the troops 
" of General Forbes, proceeded in search of the relics of that gallant 
" army lost in the desert by the unfortunate General Braddock. 

"To West and his companions were added a select body of 
" Indians; these again were accompanied by several of the Old 
" Highland Watch — the well-known 42nd — commanded by the most 
" anxious person of the whole detachment, Major Sir Peter Halkett, 
" who had lost his father and brother in that unhappy expedition. 
"Though many months had elapsed since the battle, and though 
"time, the fowls of the air, the beasts of the field, and wild men 
" more savage than they, had done their worst, Halkett was not 
" without hopes of finding the remains of his father and his brother, 
" as an Indian warrior assured him that he had seen an elderly officer 
"drop dead beneath a large and remarkable tree, and a young 
" subaltern, who hastened to his aid, fall mortally wounded across 
" the body. After a long march through the woods, they approached 
'* the fatal valley. They were affected at seeing the bones of men, 
"who, escaping wounded from invisible enemies, had sunk down 
"and expired, as they leaned against the trees, and they were 
" shocked to see in other places the relics of their countrymen 
" mingled with the ashes of savage bivouacs. 

" When they reached the principal scene of destruction, the 
" Indian guide looked anxiously round, darted into the wood, and in 
"a few seconds raised a shrill cry. Halkett and West hastened to 
" the place — ^the Indian pointed out the tree — a circle of soldiers was 
"drawn round it, whilst others removed the leaves of the forest 
" which had fallen since the fight. They found two skeletons — one 
" lying across the other — Halkett looked at the skulls, said faintly, 
" * It is my father ! ' and dropped senseless in the arms of his companions, 
" On' recovering, he said, * I know who it is by that artifical tooth.' 
" They dug a grave in the desert, covered the bones with a Highland 
" plaid, and interred them reverently. This scene at once piotaresqae 
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171^6 Sir Peter's servant went up to his master to see if the 
wound was mortal, or in case he was dead to have the body 
decently disposed of ; but the poor fellow at that instant was 
shot dead, and fell on his master's corpse, a worthy example 
of duty and fidelity.* 

The other officers of the regiment, killed, were — 
Captains Charles Tatton and Henry Bromley, Captain- 
lieutenant Eichard Gethin; Lieutenants James HaJkett, 
James Allen, and I^bert Townsend. 

The following officers of the regiment were wounded : — 
Lieut.-Colonel the Honourable Thomas Gage, afterwards 
so well known as the Commander of the Forces in Boston at 

" and pious, made a lasting impression on the artist's mind. After 
"he had painted the ' Death of Wolfe/ he proposed the finding of 
"the hones of the Ualketts, as an historical sabject ; and, describing 
" to Lord GroBvenor the gloomy wood, the wild Indians, the passionate 
" grief of the son, and the sympathy of his companions, said, he 
"oonceived it would form a picture full of dignity and sentiment. 
" His Lordship thought otherwise. The subject which genius chooses 
" for itself, is, however in most oases, the best. The sober imagination 
'* of West had here a twofold excitement — ^he had witnessed the 
" scene, and it was American — and, had Lord Grosyenor encouraged 
''him to embody his conception, the result would, I doubt not, haye 
"been a worthy companion to the * Death of Wolfe.' " 

It must be added, that there was no Major Sir Peter Halkett in 
the 42nd Boyal Highland Regiment, or in the Army in 1758. There 
was, however, a Captain Francis Halkett in the 44th at that time, 
and although the -regiment did not form part of the force detailed 
against Fort du Quesne in the above year, yet that officer served with 
the expedition under Brigadier Forbes, and had the local rank of 
major. In '* Burke* 8 Peerage and Ba^tiynetagey** Francis Halkett is 
shown as major in the Black. Watch, now the 42nd Begiment This 
is incorrect, but coupled with the above circumstances, would seem 
to point out that the remains were discovered by the second son. 
Major Francis Halkett, who did not long survive, as he died in 1760, 
then belong^g to the 44th Begiment. 

* These and other particulars relating to this sad affair have 
been gathered from a manuscript statement drawn up at the time by 
an American gentleman, Mr. Hamilton, and kindly lent by the 
present baronet. Sir P. Arthur Halkett, to the compiler of this 
record. As this account is apparently derived from authentic 
sources, and is so distinct, it is scarcely possible to believe but that 
it was the servant, and not the son, who died across Sir Peter's body. 
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the commencement of the American War ; Lieutenants 1765 
William Littler, William Duubar, John Treby, Andrew 
Simpson, Robert Lock, Daniel Disney (Adjutant), Quinton 
Kennedy, and Ensign George Pennington. Captain Francis 
Halkett, who escaped unhurt, proved himself, by his gallant 
bearing, worthy of his lamented father. 

It was in this action that George Washington* firet 
gave promise of that military talent which was in after 
years displayed against the British Army, in the American 
War, in which the 44th Regiment was employed. Gates, a 
name also celebrated in the American struggle, was likewise 
here. 

On the 17th of July, the aick and wounded arrived at 
Fort Cumberland, and were shortly afterwards joined by 
Colonel Dunbar, with the remainder of the army. 

Colonel Robert Ellison was appointed Colonel of the 
44th Regiment on the I3th November, 1755, in succeasion 
to Colonel Sir Peter Halkett, Bart., killed in action. 

On the 13th March, 1756, Major-General Jamea 1755 
Abercromby was appointed Colonel of the ■t4th Regiment, 
to Colonel Robert Ellison, deceased. 



Early in this year Louis XV. prepared a powerful 
armament for the capture of the Island of Minorca, and, on 
the 18th of May, Great Britain declared war against France. 
This was the contest known as " The Seven Yean' War." 

In August, 1756, Oswego, on Lake Ontario, was taken 

" Colonel Waghiogton was Volnnteer Aida-da-Camp to Genaral 
Braddock : being seized witb (ever, bis illness at leagtfi forced him 
to remain behind, and to relinquiah the oovered waggon in which ho 
had hitherto been conveyed. Thayonng officer rejoined thaadTBiiOBd 
diffiBion on the 8tb Jnly, and, although mach debilitated, nioanted 
his horae on the following day. Washington, in after ycBJ^, often 
spoke of the display of the Britieh troops an the eventfnl moming 
of the 9tfa, as being the most beautiful spectacle be had ever beheld. 

Thackeray, in his popular wort " Tha Virgioians," hM 
introdncfid , as a portion of the story, this diBWtroaB action. 

Colonel Waahington oonunanded a brigade in the second 
^M aipeditioD against Fort dn Qoesne, in 17B3. ■ 
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1766 by the French, and the garrison made prisoners of war. 
The 44th had proceeded on the 12th of that month to its 
relief, but some delay occurred owing to the interference of 
the provincial governors ; while on the march, intelligence 
was received of its fall. After this success the French 
demolished the works at Oswego, and rejoined their army at 
Tieanderoga, 

1768 The expedition against Louisburg, then the capital of 
the Island of Cape Breton, which had been deferred in 1757, 
proceeded thither in May, 1758, while the 44th Regiment 
was ordered to join a body of troops under Major-General 
James Abercromby, destined for the attack of Fort 
Ticonderoga. This force, which comprised the 27th, 42nd, 
44th, 46th, and 55th Regiments, embarked on Lake George 
on the 5th of July, and landed on the following day near 
the extremity of the lake, whence the troops marched, 
through a wild and thickly wooded country, in four columns, 
upon Ticonderoga ; the guides unfortunately mistook the 
route through the trackless woods, and, on the 6th of July, 
a skirmish ensued with a body of French troops, in which 
Brigadier-General George Augustus Viscount Howe (of the 
55th) was killed. With this exception the British sustained 
but small loss, while the enemy had three hundred killed 
and one himdred and forty-eight taken prisoners. On the 
7th of July, the troops being greatly fatigued by having 
been one whole night on the water, the following day 
constantly on foot, and the next night under arms, added to 
their being in want of provisions, — having dropped what 
they had brought with them in order to lighten themselves, 
— ^it was thought advisable to return to the landing place. 
About eleven in the forenoon Lieut.-Colonel Bradstreet, 
Deputy Quartermaster-General in America, with the 44th, 
six companies of the first battalion of Royal Americans (now 
the 60th Regiment), the bateau men, and a body of rangers 
and provincials, was sent to take possession of the Saw MiU, 
within two miles of Ticonderoga, which was soon eflfected. 
The enemy, before retiring, broke down the bridge and 
destroyed the mill. Lieut.-Colonel Bradstreet laid another 
bridge across, and the remainder of the troops took up their 
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quarters there that night. No time was lost in making the 1758 
attack. On the 8th of July the British appeared before the 
fort, which could only be approached on one side, which was 
strongly fortified, the other three sides being surrounded by 
water. Felled trees, with their branches, outward, were 
ranged before the works, which were defended by between 
four and five thousand men. 

The engineer having reported that the intrenchment 
might be forced by musketry alone, Major-General Aber- 
cromby, unfortimately, determined to attack the place 
without waiting for the artillery, which, on account of the 
unfavourable nature of the ground, could not be easily 
brought up. A rumour also that the French were about to 
be reinforced with three thousand men confirmed the General 
in his resolution. After several repeated attacks, which 
lasted upwards of four hours, under the most disadvantageous 
circumstances, and with the loss of five hundred and fifty-one 
killed and one thousand three hundred and fifty-six wounded, 
orders were given to withdraw, and the troops retired to the 
camp occupied the night before. Early the next morning 
they proceeded to the camp at Lake George, and arrived 
there in the evening of the 9th of July. All the wounded 
officers and men that could be moved were then sent to 
Fort Edward and Albany. 

Ensign William Fraser, of the 44th, was killed. No 
separate return of casualties has been preserved. 

In the year 1759 it was proposed to assail the French 1769 
in all their strong posts in Canada at once, so as to fall as 
nearly as possible at the same time upon Crown Point, 
Niagara, and the forts to the south of Lake Erie. A great 
naval armament, and a considerable body of land forces, 
under Major-General James Wolfe, were also simultaneously 
to attack Quebec by the River St. Lawrence. 

Lieut.-General (afterwards Lord) Amherst, who com- 
manded the British forces in America, was to attack 
Ticonderoga and Crown Point by Lake George. The reduction 
of these forts woidd conmiand Lake Champlain, where, 
having established a sufficient naval force, he was, by the 
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1759 River Sorel, which formed the communication between this 
Lake and the River St. Lawrence, to proceed to Quebec, and 
effect a junction with Major-General Wolfe. 

The third of the grand operations was against Fwi 
Niagara, near the celebrated faUs of that name — a place of 
great consequence. The reduction of this fort was committed 
to Brigadier-General John Prideaux (55th), under whom 
Sir WUliam Johnson commanded the provincials of New 
Tork and several Indians of the Five Nations, whose services, 
owing to the influence that gentleman had acquired among 
their tribes, had been secur^ on the British side. It was 
to this portion of the army that the 44th Regiment was 
attached. 

The troops which had been appointed to proceed to 
Niagara arrived at the fort in July. The siege of the place 
had not been long commenced before Brigadier-General 
Prideaux was killed in the trenches, by the bursting of a 
cohom. This occurred on the 20th of July, and the accident 
threatened to endanger the success of the operations ; but 
Sir William Johnson, upon whom the conmiand devolved, 
omitted nothing to continue the vigorous measures of his 
predecessor, and added everything his own genius could 
suggest. 

Alarmed for the safety of the fort, the French collected 
all the troops they could draw from their posts about the 
lakes, and to these were joined a large body of Indians. 
The whole advanced to raise the siege, amounting in all to 
seventeen himdred men. 

Sir William Johnson, on the 23rd of July, received 
intelligence of the approach of the enemy to relieve the fort, 
and immediately made a disposition to frustrate their 
designs. The guard of the trenches was commanded by 
Major John Beck with, of the 44th, and, lest the garrison 
should sally out, and either attempt to surprise or overpower 
that guard, by which the British would have been hemmed 
in between two fires, the 44th Regiment, under Lieut.-Colonel 
William Farquhar, was posted in such a manner as to be 
able to sustain Major Beckwith. 






The road on the left of the line, which led tram tha 1759 
oataraot to the fort, was occupied by the light infantry and 
picqueta of the army on the evening of the 23rd of July. 
Early neit morning these were reinforced by the Grenadiers 
and part of the 46th Regiment, the whole commanded by 
Lieut.-Colonel Eyre Massey, of the 46th, to whose judicious 
distribution of the troops, and the steadiness with which he 
received the enemy in front, while the Indians in British pay 
fiercely attacked them on the flanks, the success obtained 
was in a great degree attributable. The French were 
completely defeated, and all their olficers made prisoners, 
among whom were Messieurs D'Aubry, De Lignery, Marin, 
and Repentini. 

This action sealed the fate of Fort Niagara, which 
surrendered on the following day (25th of July), and 
Sir William Johnson, Bart., in his despatch to Lieut. -General 
Amherat, of that date, thus alluded to the conduct of the 

" Permit me to assure you, in the whole progress of the 
" siege, which was severe and painful, the officers and men 
" behaved with the utmost cheerfulness and bravery." 

Meanwhile the siege of Ticonderoga was prosecuted with 
vigour by the troops under Lieut. -General Amherst, and on 
the 26th of July the garrison blew up the fort and sailed to 
Crown Point, another fort on Lake Champlain, which place 
the French also abandoned, and retired down the lake to 
Isle-auX'Noix. Crown Point was occupied by the British on 
the 4th of August following. 

The battle fought on the 13th of September, 1759, on 
the Seighu of Abraham, in which Major-General James 
Wolfe was killed, led to the surrender of Quebec, which 
capitulated live days afterwards. This great success of the 
British troops ended the year in a most triumphant manner, 
and made the narde of their Commander for ever memorable. 

While the above operations were being performed, 
Lieut. -General Amherat found that the command of Lake 
Champlain was still an object of some difficulty, although 
the retreat of the French from Crown Point and Ticonderoga 
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1759 had left him master of Lake George. In October the troops 
embarked in boats, and proceeded a considerable distance 
along the lake ; but the season became too far advanced for 
operations, which were postponed to the following year, and 
the force returned to Crown Point and Ticonderoga for 
winter quarters. 

1760 The French endeavoured to regain possession of Quebec, 
and after the battle of Sillery, fought before that place on 
the 28th of April 1760, in which, from their superiority in 
numbers, they had the advantage, trenches were opened by 
them before the town. The 44th were not engaged in this 
action, and it is only adverted to here in order to preserve 
the thread of the narrative of the conquest of Canada, in 
which the regiment participated. The arrival of the English 
fleet in May allayed all fears for the safety of Quebec, and 
nothing now remained to cloud the prospect of the reduction 
of Canada by the united eflforts of three British divisions, 
which, by different routes, were marching to attack those 
parts of the country that remained in the power of France. 

A large column had been collected at Oswego by 
Lieut.-General Amherst, of which the 44th formed part. 
The grenadiers of the force, amounting to about six hundred 
men, were embodied, and the light infantry companies, 
consisting of the same number, were similarly incorporated. 
Thirty bateaux were provided for the 44th Regiment, and 
the troops embarked on the 10th and 11th of August, the 
rear-guard of the army being under the command of 
Brigadier-General the Hon. Thomas Gage. 

Dispositions were afterwards made for the attack of 
Fort Levi, on Ulsle Royale^ and, after two days* sharp firing, 
it surrendered on the 25th of August, and was immediately 
taken possession of by Lieut. -Colonel Massey, of the 46th, 
with three companies of Grenadiers. Some time was occupied 
in repairing this post and in fitting up vessels for conveying 
the troops down the St. Lawrence. Notwithstanding all 
precautions, nearly ninety men were drowned in passing the 
dangerous falls, and a great number of vessels broken to 
pieces. After a tedious voyage the British arrived, on the 
6th of September, in sight of the Island of Montreal. 
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No time was lost in preparing the attack; the troops 1760 
were immediately landed, and so admirably was the plan 
concerted, that Brigadier-General the Hon. James Murray 
landed from Quebec on that very day, and Colonel Haviland, 
with his force from Isle-aux-Noix, on the day following. 

The French Governor-General, the Marquis de Vaudreuil, 
saw himself entirely enclosed, and was compelled to surrender 
the garrison of Montreal on the 8th of September. Thus 
was completed the conquest of Canada, which vast country 
has since continued under the dominion of Great Britain. 

During 1761 and 1762 the 44th Regiment remained 1762 
stationed in Canada, but was not engaged in any event of 
importance beyond guarding the acquisitions already 
obtained. In the former year the regiment was distributed 
at Trois Rivieres, Chambly, St. Francis, and other places, 
but in October, 1762, the ten companies were concentrated 
at Montreal. 

Negotiations for peace were commenced towards the 
close of the year 1762, and the preliminary articles were 
signed at Fontainebleau, by the Duke of Bedford, on the 
3rd of November. 

The Treaty of Fontainebleau was concluded at Paris on 1763 
the 10th of February, 1763, the ratifications were exchanged 
on the 10th of March, and peace was proclaimed in London 
on the 22nd of that month. In this year the regiment, 
which had been reduced to nine companies, had four at 
Crown Point, four at Fort William Augustus, and one at 
Ticonderoga. 

Towards the end of the year 1765 the 44th Regiment, 1766 
which had been removed to Quebec, was relieved, and to 
returned home. 1775 

The regiment on its arrival was stationed in Ireland, in 
which coimtry it continued until May, 1775, when the 
following circumstances occasioned its being embarked for 
the scene of its former services. 

Serious disputes had arisen on the subject of taxation 
between the colonists in North America and the British 
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1766 Government. The passing of the Stamp Act, in 1764, was 
to the first cause of irritation, but the spirit of discontent was 

1775 partially allayed by its repeal in 1766. This feeling was 
again aroused in the following year by the Bill for levying 
duties on certain articles imported from England, which w&s 
repealed in 1770, with the exception of the duty on tea, 
that being retained as an assertion of the right of taxation 
inherent in the British Legislature. The cargoes of tea sent 
to Boston in 1773 having been emptied into the sea, an Act 
of Parliament was passed in 1774 for closing that port. 
Retaliatory measures were adopted by the colonists, and 
preparations were subsequently made for an appeal to arms 

The first hostile collision between His Majesty's troops 
and the colonists in the imhappy contest which was soon to 
assume a most formidable character took place at Lexington, 
on the 19th of April, 1774. 

The 44th Regiment embarked from Cork for North 
America on the 12th of May, 1775, to reinforce the troops 
at Boston, imder General the Hon. Thomas Gage, who had 
formerly commanded the regiment. 

During the night of the 16th of June the Amerioans 
commenced fortifying the heights on the Peninsula of 
Charlestown, named Bunker's Hill, and on the following day 
they were attacked by the British, and driven from their 
works. 

The 44th Regiment shortly afterwards arrived in 
America, and was quartered at Boston. 

Major-General the Honourable Sir William Howe, K.B., 
with the local rank of General in America, assumed tibe 
command of the British troops in that country, on General 
Gage returning to England in October. 

1776 In March, 1776, Boston was vacated by the British, and 

the regiment proceeded thence to Nova Scotia. 

From Nova Scotia the 44th sailed with the expedition 
to Staten Island, near New York, where the army was 
reinforced by several corps from Greslt Britain. The 23rd, 
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44th9 47th, and 64th Regiments formed the sixth brigade, 1776 
commanded by Major-General Robertson. 

On the 4th of July, 1776, the American Congress issued 
their Declaration of Independence, abjuring their allegiance 
to the British Crown, and all hope of reconciliation became 
fatile. 

A landing was effected by the British on Long Island 
on the 22nd of August, and on the evening of the 26th the 
ajrmy was put in motion to pass a range of woody heights, 
which intersect the island, and to attack the Americans in 
position beyond the hills. The column under Major-General 
James Grant, of which the 44th formed part, was directed 
to advance sdong the coast with ten pieces of cannon, to 
draw the enemy's attention to that quarter. Moving forward 
at the appointed hour, this column fell in with the advanced 
parties of the Americans about midnight, and at daybreak 
on the following morning encountered a large body of troops 
formed in an advantageous position, defended by artillery. 
Skirmishing and cannonading ensued, and continued until 
the Americans, discovering by the firing at Brooklyn that 
the left of their army had been turned and forced, retreated 
in great confusion tlnrough a morass. The American Army, 
being thus driven from its positions with severe loss, made a 
precipitate retreat to the fortified lines at Brooklyn. 

The 44th had Captain Andrew Browne and ten rank 
and file killed. Captain Primrose Kennedy, Lieutenant 
Thomas Browne, one sergeant, and seventeen rank and file 
wounded. 

During the night of the 28th of August the Americans 
abandoned their fortified lines at Brooklyn^ and retired across - 
the East River in boats to New York. The reduction of 
Long Island was thus accomplished in a very few days, with 
little loss. 

The regiment shared in the operations by which the 
capture of New York was accomplished ; also in the move- 
ments by which the Americans were driven from White 
Plains^ and in the reduction of F(/rt Washington. 
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1776 After the reduction of Fort Washington and of Fort Lee, 
on the opposite side of the North or Hudson River, the 
regiment continued the pursuit of the enemy across 
Jerseys, by Elizabeth Town, Raway,&c., towards Philadelphia. 
The 44th Regiment was afterwanls stationed at Haarlem, a 
short distance from New York, and at. the end of the year 
had one company at New York, seven at Hell-Gate, and two 
in New Brunswick. 

1777 During the winter General Washington suddenly passed 
the Delaware River, and succeeded in surprising and making 
prisoners a corps of Hessians at Trenton, but he afterwards 
made a hasty retreat. Being reinforced, he again crossed 
the river, and took up a position at Trenton. 

Extensive dep6t8 were prepared by the Americans at 
Danbury and other places on the borders of Connecticut, and 
the 44th formed part of a body of troops which embarked 
from New York, under Major-General William Tryon, for 
the destruction of these magazines. The British arrived off 
Norwalk in the evening of the 25th of April, landed without 
opposition, and conmienced their march for Danbury, whence 
the Americans fled as the British approached in the afternoon 
of the following day. As no carriages could be procured to 
bring off any part of the immense collection of stores at this 
place, the magazines were set on fire, and, owing to the 
spreading of the flames, the town was unavoidably burnt. 
This sei-vice accomplished, the British conmienced their 
march back to the coast on the morning of the 27th of April, 
during which a body of Americans hung upon their rear, and 
at every eminence a corps of militia was found ready to 
oppose their march : but they attacked and routed their 
op^nents, and in one of the skirmishes the American 
General Wooster was killed. 

Arriving at Eidgefield, the British were opposed by a 
strong body of the enemy, under General Arnold, protected 
by intrenchments, which they had been for some time 
preparing. A few rounds, however, from the British artillery, 
and a gallant charge with the bayonet, routed the American 
force, and the King's troops halted at Eidgefield for the 
night. 
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Resuming the march on the following morning, the 1777 
British were harassed by the enemy in their retrograde 
movement, and numerous skirmishes took place. Arriving 
at the Hill of Gompo, contiguous to the place of embarkation, 
the Americans appeared in force, and commenced an attack 
with greater spirit and determination than before. The 
British troops confronted their numerous assailants, fired a 
volley, and charged with such impetuosity with the bayonet 
that their opponents were unable to withstand the shock, 
and retreated. The King's troops afterwards embarked 
without further molestation for New York. 

The 44th in this enterprise, on the 27th and 28th April, 
had three rank and file killed ; Major Henry Hope, three 
sergeants, and twelve rank and file were wounded ; one 
drummer and four rank and file were missing. 

Afterwards, taking the field with the army in the 
Jersey 8y the 44th Regiment was engaged in the operations 
designed to bring the enemy to a general engagement, but 
the Americans kept close in their fortified lines in the 
mountains. An expedition against the populous and wealthy 
city of Philadelphia was next undertaken. The regiment 
formed part of the third brigade, consisting of the 15th, 
17th, 42nd, and 44th, under Major-General (afterwards 
Earl) Grey. 

Embarking from Sandy Hook, the army sailed to the 
Chesapeake, and, proceeding up the Elk River, landed on 
the northern shore on the 25th of August. The American 
Army took up a position at Brandywine^ to oppose the 
advance, and on the 11th of September the Royal forces 
moved forward to engage their opponents. The action 
proved decisive — the enemy was driven from his position, 
and forced to make a precipitate retreat. The 44th battalion 
companies were in reserve on this occasion, and were not 
engaged, but the flank companies took a conspicuous part in 
the action. Captain Benjamin Fish was wounded, but no 
separate account of the other casualties of the regiment has 
been preserved. 

Information having been received that fifteen himdred 
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1777 Americana, cummanded by General Wayne, were conoealed 
in the woods three miles from the British quarters, to act 
against detached parties, Major-General Charles Grey 
proceeded during the night of the 20th of September with 
the firat battalion of light infantry, the 42nd, and 44th 
Regiments, to surprise the enemy. The march was conducted 
with great secrecy, and, soon after midnight, the British 
approached the enemy's left, and at once bayoaetted the 
picqueta and out-guards. Guided by the light of the camp 
fires, they then mahed forward, and carried on the work of 
destruction with the bayonet. About three hundred 
Americans were killed and wounded, and eighty, including 
several ofEcers, made prisoners. The remainder, favoured 
by the darkness of the night, escaped, leaving behind them 
their arms and eight wagons loaded with baggage and stores. 
The British, in this well-planned attack, had only one officer, 
one sergeant, and one private soldier killed, and a few men 
wounded. Gallantry in the troops, and ability in the 
commander, were tuUy manifested in this critical and arduous 
service. 

tThe army continued its advance, Pkiladdpkia was 
oocnpied, and the British took up a position at Germanlown. 
Making a forced march during the night of the 3rd of 
October, the American Army suddenly appeared before 
daylight on the following morning in front of Germantoum, 
thinking to surprise the troops, and attacked the British 
outposts. The first assault was opposed by the second 
battalion of Light Infantry and the 40th Regiment, under 
Lieut. -Colonel Musgrave, posted at the head of the village. 
These corps were compelled to fall back, and the Lieut. - 
Colonel threw himself, with sii companies of the 40th, into 
a large atone house, where he was attacked by an American 
brigade, aided by four pieces of cannon. This post was 
gallantly defended until Major-General Grey, at the head of 
the three battalions of the third brigade (of which the 44th 
formed part), his left being covered by the fourth brigade, 
under Brigadier-General James Aguew, Lieut. -Colonel of the 
44th, by a vigorous attack repulsed the enemy with great 
slaughter. The 6th and 55th Regiments, advancing from the 
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I right, engaged them at the same time on the other side of the 1 777 
village, and completed the defeat of the Americans in that 
quarter. 
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Br-General James Agnew, Lieut.-Colonel of the 
regiment, was killed, and Major Henry Hope was promoted 
to the vacant Lieut.-Coloneloy. The other casualties of the 
regiment were — five rank and file killed, Ensign David Stack, 
one sergeant, and thirty-one rank and file wounded. 
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The regiment took part in the operations by which the 
British commander endeavoured to bring the enemy to a 
genera] engagement at Wkitemarsh, and vas afterwards 
quartered in the city of Philadelphia. 

Having passed the winter in quarters in Philadelphia, 1778 
the regiment, in the spring of 1778, furnished aeveral 
detachments, which ranged the country in various directions 
to open commumcations for obtaining provisions. The 
regiment also shared in the fatigues and difficulties of the 
march of the army from that city through the Jerseys, in 
order to effect its return to New York, and its flank 
companies were engaged in repulsing the attack of the enemy 
on the rear of the column at Monmoutk Court-Howe, near 
Freehold, in New Jersey, on the 28th of June, on which 
occasion Lieutenant Archibald Kennedy, of the grenadier 
company, was killed, and Lieutenant George Kelly, of the 
■ame company, was wounded. 

An expedition, of which the 44th formed part, next 
proceeded against Bedford, on the Accushnet River, a noted 
place for American privateers. The troops were embarked 
under the command of Major-General Grey, and lauded on 
the evening of the 5th of September. They overcame all 
opposition, and, having destroyed seventy privateers, with 
other shipping, together with an immense quantity of naval 
stor^, itc, demolished the fort and blown up the magazines, 
returned on board the transports at noon on the following 
day. The troops then proceeded against Martha's Vineyard, 
destroyed the defences, captured three hundred and eighty- 
eight stand of arms from the militia, and compelled the 
inhabitants to deliver over three hundred oxen, ten thousand 
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1778 sheep, and a. thouaand pounds sterling, collected by the 
congress. After this success the regiment returned to 
New York. 

I The King of France having engaged to assist the 

Americans, the character of the war was changed, and the 
British Army was moved from Philadelphia to New York. 
Shortly after their arrival a powerful French armament 
appeared off that port. The enemy had a great superiority 
of numbers, but the enthusiaam in the British Navy and 
Army was unbounded, and the hour of contest was regarded 
with sanguine eipectations. The enemy did not, however, 
venture to hazatd an attack, but proceeded against Rhode 
Island. A numerous body of Americans coK)perated in the 
enterprise, and invested Newport, the siege of which was 
■ubsequently raised by them. 

At this period, in consequence of a powerful French 
armament menacing the British possessions in the West 
Indies, several regiments were embarked from North 
America for Barbadoea, but the 44th remained near New 
York, and towards the end of the year was thus distributed r 
one company in fort Kayphausen, seven at Laurel Hill, one 
at Southampton, and one at Jamaica, Long Island. 

1779 In 1779 the Court of Spain commenced hostilities 
against Great Britain, and the Dutch followed the example. 

On the 26th of March, 1779, Lieutenant Thomas 
Browne, Ensigns William Hamilton and Robert Robinaon, 
of the 44th, embarked at Chatham, with drafts to oomplete 
the regiments in North America. 

During this year the 44th Regiment was encamped in 
Staten Island ; but in the autiuun eight companies were 
removed to Pauluahook, two remaining at the former 
station. The regiment wae subsequently ordered to embark 
for Canada, hut did not proceed to its destination for some 
months. 
,780 ^ ^^ ^^'^ ^^y> 1780, the regiment quitted New 
York for Canada, in which country it waa atationed during 
the six following years. 

Major General Charles Eainsford was appointed to the 
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Colonelcy of the 44th on the 4th May, 1781, in succession 1781 
to General James Abercromby, deceased. 

During the greater portion of this year the regiment 
was stationed at Quebec, but towards the end of 1781 it 
was distributed at St. Antoine, St. Charles, St. Dennis, and 
places near Montreal. 

A letter, dated the 31st of August, 1782, conveyed to 1782 
the regiment His Majesty's pleasure that county titles 
should be conferred on the Infantry, and the 44th received 
directions to assume the designation of the East Essex 
Regiment, in order that a connection between the corps and 
and that part of the county should be cultivated, it having 
been thought that such an arrangement would promote the 
success of the recruiting service. 

On the 30th November, 1782, the preliminary Articles 
of Peace were signed at Paris, between Great Britain and 
the United States of America, and the treaty was concluded 
in the ensuing February. 

In the following year (1783) peace was also concluded 1783 
with France and Spain, and afterwards with Holland. 

The regiment remained in Canada during the years 1784 
1784 and 1785. 

On the 13th of September, 1786, the 44th arrived in 1786 
England from Canada, and the regiment occupied quarters 
in South Britain, but towards the end of October 1787, it 
was removed to Guernsey. 

In April 1788, the regiment was relieved at Guernsey, 1788 
and was stationed at Leeds until November, when it was 
moved to Tynemouth. 

From this place the regiment proceeded to Scotland 1789 
in May, 1789. 

Four companies were detached from Scotland to the 1790 
Isle of Man in July, 1790, and remained there during the 
following year. 

The four companies at the Isle of Man proceeded to 1792 
Ireland on the 17th of February, 1792, for which country 
the remainder of the regiment embarked at Portpatrick on 
the 22nd of that month. 

During the year 1793 the regiment continued in Ireland. 1793 

d2 
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179S Meanwhile Louis AVI. had been decapitated, and the 
progress of democracy menaced Europe with anarchy. On 
the Ist of February the National Convention of France 
declared war against Great Britain, whereupon the British 
Government prepared for hostilities, and a large army 
subsequently proceeded to the Continent, under the conmiand 
of His Royal Highness the Duke of York, to join the Austrian 
and Prussian forces. The 44th, however, did not proceed to 
the seat of war until the year following. 

In September, 1793, the flank companies of the 44th 
Regiment embarked for Barbadoes, in order to take part in 
the capture of the French West India Islands. 

1794 A force was assembled at Barbadoes in the beginning 

of 1794, of which the flank companies of the 44th formed 
irt, and early in February the expedition, under Admiral 
\ir John Jervis and General Sir Charles (afterwards Earl) 
Grey, sailed for Martinique, which island, after some sharp 
fighting, was taken possession of on the 22nd of March. 

From Martinique the Grenadiers, imder Prince Edward 
(afterwards Duke of Kent), the Light Infantry, under 
Major-General Dundas, and three other regiments, embarked 
on the 30th of March for St. Imcia, where they arrived on 
the 1st of April, and in three days the conquest of that 
island was efiected. His Royal Highness Prince Edward, 
with his brigade of Grenadiers, and Major-General Dundas, 
with his brigade of Light Infantry, took possession of St 
Lucia on the 4th of April. The flank companies of the 44th 
Regiment were afterwards employed in the reduction of the 
island of Guadaloupe. A determined resbtance was made 
by the enemy: by the 20th of April however, the island 
was captured. Sir Charles Grey stated in his despatch that 
he " could not find words to convey an adequate idea, or to 
" express the high sense he entertained of the extraordinary 
" merit evinced by the officers and soldiers in this service." 

At Martinique Lieutenant Henry Holland, of the 44th, 
was wounded, but, as the flank companies were formed into 
battalions of Grenadiers and Light Infantry, no separate 
return of casualties has been preserved. 



OB THB BAST BBSBX RBGIMBHT. M 

The 44th having been ordered for servioe on the 1794 
Continent, the battalion companies were removed from. 
Ireland to England in April, 1794, and proceeded with the 
force, under General the Earl of Moira, on the 14th of June 
following. This force landed at Ostend on the 26th of that 
month, at which time the troops under the Duke of York, 
pressed by superior numbers, were retiring upon Antwerp. 
The Earl of Moira determined, therefore, not to limit the 
services of his reinforcement to the defence of Ostend, but 
to endeavour to join His Koyal Highness, and after a tedious 
march, in the face of a superior and victorious enemy, whose 
troops were already overrunning the country in all directions, 
he arrived at Alost. While there, on the 6th of July, a body 
of French cavalry rode into the town, but was speedily 
chased out by the English Light Dragoons. 

After overcoming all difficulties, the Earl of Moira's 
corps joined the army under the Duke of York, at Malines, 
on the 9th of Jidy. The Earl at this period returned to 
England, and the regiments which had composed his separate 
corps were incorporated with the army of the Netherlands, 
the 44th being brigaded with the 12th, 33rd, and 42nd 
Regiments, under Major-General Balfour. In August the 
regiment was in position near Breda, and in the beginnmg 
of September the forces under His Royal Highness retired 
to the vicinity of Bois-le-duc. 

In the middle of September the enemy advanced in 
great force, and attacked the British posts on the right. 
The outpost at Boxtel, the advanced post of the allies, was 
forced, and the troops of Hesse D'Armstadt, which occupied 
it, sustained a severe loss. On the morning of the 15th of 
September the 44th, with the other regiments of their 
brigade, proceeded under Lieut. -Colonel the Honourable 
Arthur Wellesley (afterwards the celebrated Duke of 
Wellington), who then commanded the 33rd, to recover 
possession of Boxtel. The 44th had thus the honour of 
serving under England's greatest chief in his first brigade 
command, and in his first experience of active warfare. 
Lieut.-General (afterwards Sir Ralph) Abercromby, who 
commanded the force selected for this service, on finding the 
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1794 enemy so formidably posted, suspended the order for attack 
until further instructions were received from the Duke of 
York. His Royal Highness, adhering to his original 
determination, ordered an immediate movement of the troops, 
but at the same time all ulterior operations, after a first 
attack, were confided to Lieut.-General Aberoromby's 
discretion. On clearing the village of Schyndel the mounted 
picquets of the enemy were perceived posted on a plain of 
considerable extent, skirted by a thick grove of fir trees. 
The British Dragoons advanced to drive them in, supported 
by two regiments of Foot Guards, with the 33rd and 44th, 
the 12th and 42nd being kept in reserve. The great force 
of their opponents prevented the attack being successful, but 
the British effected their retreat without molestation, except 
from a distant and inefifective cannonade. The loss of the 
regiment was limited to four men missing. Shortly after- 
wards the British troops retired beyond the River Maese. 

The 44th was subsequently brigaded with the 8th, 37th, 
57th, and 88th Regiments, under Major-General de Burgh, 
and was stationed near the Waal, to defend the passage of 
that river. 

Meanwhile the flank companies of the regiment had 
remained at Gtiadaloupe, before which place a French 
armament appeared in June, 1794, to eflfect its recovery. 
The Grenadier and Light Infantry battalions in this island 
were composed of the flank companies of the 8th, 12th, 
17th, 31st, 33rd, 34th, 38th, 40th, 44th, and 55th Regiments. 
On the 1st of September the Grenadier battalion mustered 
one hundred and fifty-two men fit for duty, having two 
hundred and eight sick, while the Light Infantry battalion 
mustered only thirty-three men fit for duty, having three 
hundred and eighty-two men sick. 

After a most gallant defence, the post at Berville Gamp 
was surrendered, on the 6th of October, to the French. The 
flank companies of the 44th did not form a portion of the 
garrison, but remained for some time longer in another part 
of Gtiadaloupe. The whole of the island, with the exception 
of Fort Matilda^ having been regained by the French, this 
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foit was defended hj the troops, under Lieut.-General 1794 
Pr^cott, until the 10th of December, when it wae evacuated 
by the British. The Lieut, -General stated in his despatch — 
" During the whole progress of this long and painful siege 
" the officers and men under my command conducted them- 
" selvea in such a manner as to deserve my warmest praise, 
" bearing their hardships with the utmost patience and 
" fortitude, and performing their duty with the utmost 
" alacrity. The conduct of the whole garrison was such as 
" to entitle them to my best thanks, and I cannot particu- 
" larise the behaviour of any one officer without doing an 
" injury to the rest." 

The waters of the Waal having become sufficiently 179C 
frozen to bear an army with its materiel, the 44th and other 
regiments retired in January, 1795, through a country 
covered with ice and snow, the sufferings of the soldiers being 
of a most distressing character, which they endured with 
exemplary fortitude. The superior numbers of .the enemy, 
the severity of the weather, and the defection of the Dutch, 
having rendered the evacuation of Holland indispensable, 
the British troops retired to Germany, and were quartered a 
short time in the duchy of Bremen. After halting a brief 
period in these comfortable quarters the 44th proceeded to 
Bremen-Lee, where the regiment embarked in transports, 
and in May arrived in England. The strength of the 
battalion companies was then eighteen officers, twenty-eight 
sergeants, twenty drummers, and four btmdred and eighteen 
rank and file. 

Only a brief interval from active service was permitted 
to the 44th, the regiment being selected to form part of an 
expedition which had been prepared for the dehveranoe of 
the French West India Islands from the power of Hepublic- 
anism, and to reduce to obedience the insurgents of St. 
Vincent and Grenada. The troops, amounting to about 
twenty-five thousand men, in the highest state of efBciency, 
were embarked under the command of Lieut.-General Sir 
Balph Abercromhy, aud convoyed by the Royal Navy, under 
Rear-Admiral Sir Hugh Christian. Unfortunately the voyage 
had been delayed until a very late period of the year. Three 
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1795 attempts were made to get under weigh, and each was 
prevented by the stormy weather, many ships being driven 
from their anchors and stranded. 

Three hundred sail got under weigh on the 11th of 
November, when an accident to the Admiral's ship rendered 
the attempt of no avail On the 15th another endeavour 
was frustrated by tempestuous weather. At length the 
fleet sailed, but it had scarcely got clear of the Isle of Wight 
when another severe storm obl^ed the vessels to return to 
Portsmouth. With great difficulty and exertion Admiral 
Christian collected the remainder of his convoy, and again 
sailed on the 9th of December ; but four days afterwards 
again a storm destroyed many of the transports, and so 
scattered the fleet as to render a re-union impossible. 

1796 The 44th having weathered the storm, which had 
dispersed the fleet, continued its voyage, and arrived at 
Barbadoes on the 28th February, 1796. Lieut.-General Sir 
Ralph Abercromby embarked in the "Arethusa" frigate, 
accompanied by such vessels as could be collected, and 
arrived at Barbadoes on the 14th of March following. 

On the 22nd of April the fleet, with the troops destined 
for the attack of St, Lucia,* of which the 44th formed part, 
sailed from Carlisle Bay, anchored in the evening of the 23rd 
in Marin Bay, Martinique, and on the evening of the 26th 
continued the voyage to St. Luda. A landing was efiected 
at several points on the 26th of April. Lieut.-Colonel 
Robert Liddell, of the 44th, on the 3rd of May obtained 
possession of the lower battery named Chapuis, and with the 
column under his command continued to hold it for some 
time, but, being unsupported, was placed in a very critical 
situation. The plan of attack having failed in execution, 
the troops retired to their original position, and the ships of 
war which were destined to enter the Cvl-de-Sac returned to 
their anchorage. In this attack upon the enemy's batteries 
the 44th had four rank and file killed, and Captains George 

* St. Lucia, wbich had been taken by the British in 1794, was 
reoovered hy the Frenoh in the following year. 
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Johnstone and William Tufl&e, Lieutenant Edward Gregory 1796 
(dangerously), and seventeen rank and file wounded ; sixteen 
rank and file were missing. 

Every exertion was now made to carry out the original 
plan for the investment of Mome Fortunee, against which 
the batteries were opened on the 14th of May. On the night 
of the 17th the strong outwork of La Vigie was assaulted 
by the 31st Foot, and although the first battery was gallantly 
carried by storm, the regiment was eventually, after a severe 
struggle, obliged to withdraw. 

On the 25th of May the island of St. Lucia capitulated, 
and the 31st, 44th, 48th, and 55th Regiments, under 
Brigadier-General (afterwards Sir John) Moore, were selected 
to occupy it. The loss of the 44th Regiment from the 3rd 
to the 24th of May was only one man killed. 

The possession of the island was not destined to be a 
quiet one. Small bodies of French, who had deserted from 
the different fortresses at their capitulation, withdrew into 
the interior, and joined the runaway slaves and Caribs. 
Taking advantage of the impenetrable nature of the country, 
they formed themselves into bands, for the purpose of 
molesting the British and plundering the planters and other 
residents of the island. Brigadier-General Moore accordingly 
took the field, and penetrated with his force into the wildest 
quarters of the mountains, in order to eradicate these 
predatory bands. This service was of a most harassing 
nature. 

» During the remainder of the year 1796, and part of 1797 
1797, the 44th remained in the West Indies, and the 
regiment, greatly reduced in numbers, embarked for England, 
and landed at Gravesend on the 31st of July. Whilst serving 
in the West Indies the following officers of the regiment 
died, namely : — Lieutenants John Charles Phipps, Samuel 
Tuffie, George Robert Stoney, and Adam Ogilvie; Lieut.- 
Colonel Robert Riddell, Major Edward Wilson, Captain 
William Creagh, Captain-Lieutenant and Captain James 
Cooke ; Lieutenants William Waddell, John Wright, Donald 
M'Leody Robert Chambers, and Jefifery Robinson ; Quarter- 
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1798 The regiment did not remwn long in England, as it 
embarked, under the command ot Lieut. -Colonel David 
Ogilvie, at Portsmouth, on the lat of October, 1798, in the 
transport " Weymouth," for Gibraltar. The numbers 
embarked were two field officers, seven captains, seventeen 
Bubalterua, five staff, forty-one sergeants, eighteen drummerB, 
and three hundred and siitj-five rank and file.* 

1799 During the years 1799 and 1800 the 44th remained in 

1800 garriaoD at Gibraltar. 

In October, 1800, the regiment quitted Gibraltar, 
having been selected to form part of an expedition to expel 
the French Army from Egpyt. It joined the force under 
General Sir Ralph Abercromby, at Malta, and was formed in 
brigade with the 18th, 30th, and 89th Regiments, under the 
orders of Brigadier-General John Doyle. The troops were 
embarked on the 20th of December for the Bay of Marmorioe, 
in Asiatic Turkey, where the fleet arrived in nine days. Here 
the force was detained some time, owing to the tardy 
proceedings of the Turks, with whom a plan of co-operation 
had been arranged. 

1801 On the 23rd ot February, 1801, the fleet again put to 
sea, and on the 1st of March the expedition arrived off the 
celebrated city of Alexandria, and anchored in the bay of 

* A small force was aent, trnder Major-General {afterwarda Sir 
Kjre) Ooote, in May, 17S8, for the purpose of destroying tha basin, 
gates, and sluices of the Bruges canal. The 44th did not embark on 
this serrioe, but Major Donkin (af terwaids General Sir Rof ane Shaw 
Donkin, E.C.B.), of that regiment, highly dietingaished himself in 
the action on the Sandhills, near Oatend, on the 20th of May, in 
which ho was wounded, and, with the force engaged on that occaaion, 
taken prisoner. This officer oommanded the battalion of light 
companies, and in the ofBcial despatch the following testiraoDy waa 
borne to his condQot by Major-General Coote (severely wounded and 
taken prisoner) and Major-General Harry Burrard: — "We have, 
" 8ir, however, the hooour ot mentioning to yon Colonel Campbell, 
"of (he 8rd Guards Light Infantry, and Major Donkin, of the 44tb, 
" whose conduct, if anything could have protracted out fate, hod 
" been eqoal to the difficult; of eSeoting it." 
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Ahovkir. NotwithataDding all tho exertions of the NaTj 1801 
nnder Admiral Lord Keith, the necessary arrangements for 
landing the troops could not be made nntU the 8th of March, 
chieBy in consequence of unfavourable weather, On the 
morning of that day a signal rocket was fired, and one 
hundred and fifty boats, laden with five thousand men, 
approached the shore. The calm silence of the morning 
broken by the murmur of thousands of oars urging forward 
the elite of a gallant army, excited feelings of deep interest. 
The floating battalions drew near the shore, crowded with 
French troops, who, after sustaining severe loss, were forced 
to give way. No caaualties were sustaine dby the 44th in 
this action. 

In the evening after the action the victorious troops 
advanced three miles on the road towards Alexandria, and 
on the 12th the whole army moved forward, and came in 
sight of the enemy, then strongly posted on an advantageous 
ridge, his right on the canal of Alexandria, and his left 
towards the sea. 

About six o'clock in the morning of the 13th of March 
the British advanced to attack the enemy's position in front 
of Mandora ; and after some sharp fighting the French were 
driven from their position, and forced to retreat over the 
plains to their lines on the heights before Alexandria. In 
this action the 4ith formed part of the fourth brigade, and 
was brigaded with the 2nd, 30th, and 89tb Regiments, the 
18th having been posted to the second brigade. 

The 44th had two rank and file killed ; Colonel 
Christopher Tilson,* Lieut. James Browne, and Ensign John 
Berwick,! two sergeants and twenty rank and file wounded. 
Lieutenant Brown afterwards died of his wounds. 

• Afterwards QenemJ Christopher Chowne, who died on the 
l&th July, 1834, This officer was penaitted to change his nume 
from TilBon to Chowne On the 14th Jannary, 1812. 

t Ensign Berwick was wounded in the foot. A prirate in the 
regiment of » poetical turn named Bums, uaed to recite odea in 
honour of therictory before the officers at mesa On each anniTeraary. 
In 1810 this couplet was roooived with great applause — 
" The French Uuc 6a,y dam't Bbmr their nossB, 
When mllant Berwick lost hia toeaes." 
Captain Berwick was afterwards killed at Salamanca. 
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1801 After the ground had been duly reconnoitred, tlia 

British encamped in front of the enemy's lines, and on the 
morning of the 21st of March the French, issuing from their 
position, made an attack upon them ; but they encountered 
an opposition which they were unable to overcome, and the 
Ekiglish Army was again victorious over the numerous veteran 
and vainly styled " invincible " troops of France. 

In this protracted and well contested action, the 44th 
had one rank and file killed, Lieut.-Colonel David Ogilvie 
(mortally), one sergeant and fourteen rank and file wounded. 
The promotion did not go in the regiment, for Major and 
Brevet-Lieutenant-Colonel Kenneth McKenzie, of the 90th, 
was promoted, on the 26th of May following, to the vacant 
lieutenant-colonelcy. 

No sooner had the enemy retired from this struggle, than 
the army became aware of the loss it had sustained in the 
Commander-in-Chief, General Sir Ralph Abercromby, who 
received a mortal wound at the commencement of the action, 
but which he concealed until the battle was decided. Sir 
Ralph Abercromby died on the 28th of March, and was buried 
at Malta. 

Major-General (afterwards Lord) Hutchinson, who 
succeeded to the command, stated in his despatch, that it 
was impossible for him '^to do justice to the zeal of the 
** officers and to the gallantry of the soldiers of this army," 
and '* that in the arduous contest in which we are at present 
"engaged, His Majesty's troops in Egypt have faithfully 
"discharged their duty to their country, and nobly upheld the 
" fame of the British name and nation." 

Shortly afterwards, a body of British and Turks traversed 
the country to the city of Eosetta, situated near the mouth 
of one of the great channels of the Nile, and distinguished 
for the beauty of its environs. This place was soon captured, 
but the fort of St. Julien held out. After its surrender, a 
strong division of the army advanced along the banks of tliis 
celebrated river to attack the French in Upper Egypt, but 
the enemy having been driven from JSl Aft, and from the 
fortified post of Rahmanie, retired upon Cairo. 
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Following the retreating foe up the country, the 44th 1801 
arrived, in the early part of June, with the army in the 
vicinity of the celebrated pyramids of Egypt, and after a halt 
of several days advanced with the united British and Turkish 
forces for the seige of Cairo, the garrison of which, in a few 
days, surrendered on condition of being sent to France. 

Tlie capture of the capital of Egypt added fresh laurels 
to the British arms, and the troops which had acquired these 
honours proceeded down the Nile to the vicinity oi Alexandria, 
where, having driven in the French outposts, they vigorously 
commenced the siege of that place. In August, the 44th 
formed part of the first brigade of the line, under Major- 
General Ludlow, and was brigaded with the 25th, and the 
first and second battalions of the 27th Regiment. In the 
beginning of September, the garrison of Alexandria, surren- 
dered, on condition of being forwarded to their own country. 

In this manner was Egypt delivered from the power of 
France, and the British troops were rewarded with the 
thanks of Parliament, the approbation of their Sovereign, 
and the royal authority to bear on their colours the 
"Sphinx," with the word "Egypt"; the Grand Seignior 
established the Order of Knighthood of the Crescent, of 
which the General Ofl&cers were made members ; he also 
presented large gold medals to the field officers, and smaller 
ones, of the same pattern, to the captains and subalterns of 
the several regiments, which they were permitted by their 
Sovereign to receive and wear. As a further proof of the 
estimation in which the Sultan held these services, he 
ordered a palace to be built at Constantinople for the future 
residence of the British Ambassador. 

The successful efforts of the British Fleet and Army 
were followed by a treaty of peace with France, by which 
Egypt was restored to the Ottoman Empire. The troops, as 
opportunities oflFered, were withdrawn from Egypt, and the 
44th proceeded to Malta, where it arrived in October. It 
embarked for England in December, greatly reduced in 
numbers ; indeed, there is a tradition of the corps, that the 
flank companies were represented by Sergeants R. Mackrell 
and J. Donaldson alone : — ^these non-commissioned officers 
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1801 were promoted to commissions in 1814, and subsequently 
died as lieutenants in the regiment. 

1802 This treaty of peace was signed at Amiens on the 27th 
of March, 1802, but it was not destined to be of long duration, 
and only heralded the general European War which after- 
wards ensued. 

On the 23rd of May, 1802, the 44th embarked at Bristol 
for Ireland, and arrived at Waterford on the 27th of May. 

1803 In May, 1803, the war was renewed; Hanover was 
overrun by the French, and severed for a time from the 
British Crown. An immense flotilla was also assembled at 
Boulogne, for the invasion of England. The threat of 
invasion aroused the patriotism of the British people, and 
the most strenuous measures were taken to defeat the FVench 
ruler's designs. Numerous volunteer and yeomanry corps 
were form^ in every part of the kingdom, and all party 
differences merged into one universal effort for the preser- 
vation of Great Britain. The " Army of Reserve Act " was 
passed in July, 1803, for raising men for home service by 
ballot, under which, and that of the " Additional Force Act," 
passed on the 14th of July of the following year, a second 
battalion was added to the 44th, and its history is introduced 
at page 54, after the services of the first battalion have been 
carried on to the end of the campaign in America in 1815. 

On the 10th of October, 1803, the first battalion of the 
44th embarked at New Geneva, Waterford, for England, and 
arrived at Portsmouth on the 17th of that month. 

1804 The battalion remained in England during the year 
1804. 

1805 On the 26th of March, 1805, the first battalion embarked 
at Portsmouth for secret service, imder the orders of General 
Sir James Henry Craig, E.B., and subsequently proceeded 
to Malta, where it arrived on the 19th of July following.* 

* The flank oompanies continued in Sicily nnder Sir James 
Craig, until February, 1806, when they joined the head-quarters at 
Malta. Major Henry Powlett, of the 44th, however remained in 
Sicily, was present at the battle of Maida, on the 4th of July 
following, and was severely wounded. This officer, who had risen 
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^H During the years 180S and 1807 the battalion remained 1806 

^H in garriBon at Malta. 1807 

^H On the 28th May, 1808, the flank companieB of the 1808 

^^p first battalion, coneisting of twelve Bergeants, six drummers, 
^H and one hundred and ninety-four rank and file, embarked 
^B from Malta for Sicily,* and on the 17th of September, the 
remainder of the battalion, amounting to forty-eight sergeants, 
sixteen drummers, and eight hundred and seventy-eight 
rank and file, likewise proceeded to the same destination, 

I Upon the decease of General Charles Rainsford, the 1809 

colonelcy of the 44th was conferred by His Majesty on 
General Sir Thomas Trigge, K.B., from the 68th Regiment, 
the appointment being dated 27th of May, 1809. 
In June, 1809, Lieut.-Genera] Sir John Stuart, 
Commanding-in-chief in the Mediterranean, resolved to 
menace the capital and the kingdom of Naples, as a diversion 
in favour of the Austriana, who were contending against 
numerous difficulties in their war with France. The first 
battalion of the 44th, commanded by Lieut. -Colonel Arthur 

I Brooke, formed part of this armament, and embarked from 
Sicily on the Uth of June. With the first battalion of the 
27th, it formed the brigade under Brigadier-General John 
Oswald. After menacing a considerable extent of coast, the 

to tbe rank of major in the 20l:li Foot, waa appointed to the 44th on 
the formation of the second battalion, in Jnly, 1804. While Bervicg 
with hie former regiment in Holland, dnring the campaign of 1799, 
he was twice wonnded in the aetions at Crabbendam and Egmont- 
op-Zee, on the 10th of September and 2nd of October of that year. 
HJB servioeB with the light infantry battalion (aoneiating of the light 
Dompaniea 20, 27, 36, 58, 61, Slet, and Watteville's) at Maida, gained 
him the Lieot.- Colonelcy of the 7th Garriaon Battalion ; he was 
Bubseqaentiy appointed Captain of Cariabrook Caatle. Lieut. -Colonel 
Powlett died in February, 1817. 
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* The Sank companies of the several regiments, in Bicily, were 
formed into battalions of grenadiers and light infantry, and remained 
tins embodied for some time. They wore a ine body of men, and 
there existed great pride and jealousy among the several companies 
to keep up the credit of each corps. The songs and merry days 
paased with the two battalion measea were long afterwardii 
remembered by the officers. 
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1809 island of Ischm,* celebrated for the beauty of its scenerj, and 
situated in the Bay of Naples, about six miles from the coast, 
was attacked. A landing was effected in the face of a 
formidable line of batteries, from which the enemy was 
speedily driven. The siege of the castle was next under- 
taken, and in a few days the garrison was compelled to 
surrender. On being summoned, the island of Prodda 
capitulated, and the battalion landed there on the 25th of 
June, from whence it was withdrawn in August following, 
and on returning to Sicily, was stationed at Messina. 

Two valuable islands were thus rescued from the power 
of the Grand Duke of Berg, General Murat, upon whom the 
Emperor Napoleon had, in the preceding year, conferred the 
sovereignty of Naples, in succession to Joseph Bonaparte, 

• Colonel Bumey, who served as a subaltern at the capture of 
this island and that of Procida, affords the following description 
of the uniform of the 44th, on his joining it in 1808. The officers 
wore large cocked-hats, leather breeches, and long boots above the 
knee, like dragoons, with powder and long tails, the curl of which 
was generally formed of some favourite lady's hair, no matter what 
the colour might be. The evening dress was grey cloth tights, with 
Hessian boots and tassels in front. The facings of the coat were 
buttoned back, and every one was powdered, and correctly dressed 
before sitting down to dinner. For duty, officers and men wore 
white cloth breeches, black cloth leggings or gaiters, with about 
twenty-five flat silver buttons to each, and a gorget, showing 
the officer was on duty. At Malta, as in other garrisons, officers 
for duty were regularly examined, that their buttons and swords 
were quite bright, if not they were turned back, and the one in 
waiting brought forward. Members of courts -martial were sent 
back by the President if they had not their gorgets on, and their duty 
dress and hair properly powdered. To appear out of barracks, 
without being in strict regimentals and swords, was never dreamt of. 
The poor soldiers, ordered for duty, were excused the adjutant's drill, 
as they took some hours to make themselves up to pass muster for 
all the examinations for guard-mounting, with pomatum (sometimes 
a tallow candle), soap and flour, particularly the men of flank 
companies, whose hair was turned up behind stiff as a ramrod. 
The queues were doomed by General Order from the Horse Guards, 
dated 20th July, 1808. The officers wore flashes, made of black 
ribbon, instead of a tail, attached to the collar of the coat behind, to 
distinguish them as flankers. This custom has been for years 
preserved in the 23rd Royal Welsh Fusilers. 
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nominated by his brother to be King of Spain ; one thousand IdOi 
five hundred regular troops, with one hundred piecads of 
ordnance, were captured during these operations. An 
attempt was next made to reduce the castle of Scylla, but 
the large force which the enemy possessed in Calabtift, 
rendered this impracticable. 

A detachment of the 44th, consisting of ten sergeanti, 
three drummers, and* one hundred and eighty-six rank and 
file, with a proportion of officers, embarked from Sicily on the 
22nd of September, 1809, and proceeded to the Ionian 
Islands with the expedition under Brigadier-General John 
Oswald, Lieut.-Colonel of the 35th Regiment, for the purpose 
of delivering them from the power of France; but this 
detachment, having been relieved by one from De Rolle's 
regiment, returned to Sicily in March of the following year. 

In the summer of 1810, General Murat assembled 1810 
upwards of one hundred heavily-armed gun-boats, a number 
of lighter ones, with about four thousand transport boats, 
and brought thirty thousand troops to the coast of Calabria 
for the purpose of invading Sicily. A landing was effected 
during a dark night, between the 17th and 18th of September, 
about seven miles to the southward of Messina. This attack 
was repulsed, and about one thousand men were taken 
prisoners; after this futile attempt, Sicily remained 
unmolested. During these operations the 44th was stationed 
at Messina. 

The battalion was removed from Messina to Salvadore 1811 
dei Greci in March, 1811, and remained there during its 
continuance in Sicily. 

On the 14th of August the battalion embarked for 
Malta, where it arrived on the 21st of the month.* 

* While the first battalion was stationed at Malta, Lieutenant 
George Clarges Hill, of the grenadier company, a very fine young 
man, met at a ball the daughter of a Maltese merchant ; he danced 
with her, and the next moining, at daylight, she came to his quarters, 
having quitted her home for the purpose of following him. The 
worthy subaltern lost not a moment in persuading her to return to 
her parents, and having at length succeeded, sent his servant to see 
her safely back. This honourable trait was long remembered in the 
regiment, and rendered the corps much respected in the island. 

11 
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1812 The flank companies embarked from Malta, for Sicily 
on the 4th of January, 1812, but returned to the former 
island on the 10th of that month. Five companies proceeded 
to Sicily on the 4th of July, and returned to Malta on the 6th 
of February of the following year. 

1813 On the 24th of March 1813, five companies proceeded 
from Malta to Sicily, and arrived there in the same month. 
These were followed, on the 10th of May, by the remaining 
companies, which arrived at Sicily on the 24th ; they did not 
land, but sailed on the 9th of June, and reached Minorca on 
the 25th ; proceeding from thence to the coast of Spain, they 
landed in the Bay of Saloo on the 3rd of August, and 
marched the same day to join the army before Tarragona, 

The left wing continued at Palermo until the 16 th of 
August, 1813, when it proceeded to the east of Spain, and 
joined the army on the 7th of September, at Villafranca. 

Tarragona was occupied by the British, the French 
under Marshal Suchet having blown up the defences of that 
place on the night of the 18th of August, and retired towards 
Barcelona. Lieut. General Lord William Bentinck continued 
in command of this division of the army until the 23rd of 
September, when his Lordship embarked for Sicily, where 
fresh changes, injurious to British policy, required his 
presence; he was succeeded by Lieut.-General William 
Clinton. 

1814 The first' battalion proceeded from Tarragona to 
Villafranca in March, 1814, and was afterwards removed to 
Saragossa. In April hostilities were terminated by a treaty 
of peace. Napoleon abdicated the throne of France, the 
Island of Elba being ceded to him in full sovereignty, with 
the imperial title for life, and a pension payable by the 
Government of France. On the 3rd of May Louis XVIII. 
entered Paris, and ascended the throne of his ancestors. 

Both battalions were afterwards permitted to bear the 
word " Peninsula " on the colours, in commemoration of 
their services in Spain. 

General John Earl of Suffolk, from the 70th Regiment, 
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was appointed Colonel of the 44th on tho 12th January, 1814 
1814, in succession to General Sir Thomas Trigge, K.B., 
deceased. 

Although tranquility, after a lengthened struggle, had 
been restored to Europe, the first battalion of the 44th was 
only allowed a few days of repose when it received orders to 
embark for another scene of action, and was destined again 
to fight the battles of its country beyond the Atlantic. 

Durng the Peninsular War the decrees of Napoleon to 
destroy the commerce of Great Britain were followed by 
regulations designed by this country to counteract the 
enemy's plans. These regulations, with the pressing of 
British seamen on board of American ships, occasioned a war 
between England and the United States. This was the 
service on which the battalion was about to be employed. 

Upon the army on the east coast of Spain being broken 
up the 44th marched in April, 1814, to join the force in the 
south of France. Proceeding through Bayonne, on the 15th 
of May, the battalion arrived at Bordeaux, and embarked on 
the 29th at Pouillac, on the River Garonne, quitting the 
coast of France early in June. 

The expedition, consisting of the 4th and 44th, about 
eight hundred bayonets each, the 85th, about six hundred 
bayonets, with a brigade of artillery and a detachment of 
sappers and miners, was under the commanu of Major-General 
Patrick Ross. The naval part of the expedition, consisting 
of one seventy-four, two sixty-fours, five frigates, and two 
bomb- vessels, was under the orders of Rear- Admiral Malcomb. 

After twenty days* sail the fleet approached the Azores, 
the high land of St. Michael's appearing like a blue cloud 
rising out of the water. As the shipping drew near the 
troops were delighted at the view of the numerous villages, 
seats, and convents ornamenting the beach, and the groves 
of oi-ange trees and green pasturage, with lofty mountains 
rising behind. In a short time the fleet again put to sea, 
and anchored on the evening of the 24th of July opposite 
the tanks at the Island of Bermuda, where the expedition 
was joined by the 21st Fusiliers, mustering nine hundred 

k2 
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1814 bayonets. Here the fleet remained, taking in stores and 
establishing a magazine for the future supply of the expedi- 
tion until the 3rd of August, when it once more put to sea, 
and, directing its course towards North America, entered the 
Bay of Chesapeake, where it was joined by reinforcements, 
Rear-Admiral Cockbum assimiing the naval command. On 
the arrival of this squadron a powerful American flotilla fled 
for refuge up the Patuxent River, and was followed by the 
British Fleet. . In order to ensure the destruction of the 
enemy's vessels, the troops were directed to land. On the 
19th of August the stream was suddenly covered with boats 
crowded with soldiers, and by three o'clock in the afternoon 
the army was in position about two miles above the village 
of St. Benedict, on the right bank of the Patuxent. The 
troops were divided into three brigades — the first, consisting 
of the 85th Regiment, with the light companies of the 4th, 
21st, and 44th, a company of Marines, and a party of 
disciplined negroes, was commanded by Colonel Thornton ; 
the second, consisting of the 4th and 44th Regiments, was 
commanded by Colonel Arthur Brooke, of the latter corps ; 
and the third, consisting of the 21st Fusiliers and a battalion 
of Marines, was commanded by Colonel Patterson. For 
want of horses only one six-pounder and two small three- 
pounders were brought on shore. 

The army remained in position near St. Benedict until 
four o'clock in the afternoon of the following day, when, the 
bugles sounding, the regiments turned out in marching 
order, and proceeded in the direction of Nottingham, a town 
on the banks of the Patuxent. This they found deserted, 
while the appearance of the furniture, and in some places 
the bread left in the ovens, showed it had been hastily 
abandoned. On the 22nd the army proceeded to the 
delightful village of Upper Marlborough, situated in a well- 
cultivated valley about two miles broad. During the march 
loud explosions were heard, which proved to be the enemy 
destroying his flotilla, to prevent its falling into the hands 
of the British. 

Thus far the object of the expedition had been accom- 
plished, but, as the army had advanced within sixteen miles 
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of Washington, and the enemy's force was ascertained to be 1814 
such as would authorise an attempt to carry that capital, 
the troops moved forward on the 23rd of August. They had 
scarcely proceeded three miles when the advance guard 
encountered a party of American riflemen, who maintained 
a sharp contest before they gave way ; and, arriving at a 
point where two roads meet, the one leading to Washington 
and the other to Alexandria, twelve hundred Americans and 
some artillery appeared on the slope of an opposite height. 
The army turned along the road leading towards Alexandria, 
and the Americans fled before the detachment sent against 
them. Having deceived the enemy respecting the real 
design of the expedition, the route was changed, and the 
troops proceeded in the direction of Washington. 

About noon on the 24th of August a heavy cloud of 
dust was seen to arise at a distance, and the British troops, 
turning a sudden angle in the road, and passing a small 
cluster of trees, discovered above eight thousand American 
infantry, with a numerous artillery and three hundred 
dragoons, commanded by General Winder, occupying a 
formidable position beyond the village of Bladenshurg, 
awaiting the advance of their opponents. 

The British, though not half so numerous as their 
adversaries, advanced boldly to the attack. On entering the 
village their opponents' artillery opened a tremendous fire, 
and, as the light brigade passed the bridge across the eastern 
branch of the Potomac, whence a road ran through the 
enemy's position to the capital, numbers fell before a heavy 
fire of musketry and artillery. The survivors having gained 
the opposite side of the river, carried a fortified house which 
commanded the bridge, then dashed into the thickets on the 
right and left of the road, and drove back the American 
riflemen, who fled with such precipitation that they drew 
their first line into disorder, which latter fell back in 
confusion, leaving two guns on the road. The British Light 
Infantry, throwing off their knapsacks, pushed forward in 
extended order to attack the second line, but a heavy fire of 
musketry and artillery causing a check, and the Americans 
advancing in force to recover the lost ground, drove the first 
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1814 brigade back to the thickets on the brink of the river, where 
an obstinate fight was maintained. Meanwhile the second 
brigade passed the river, and the 44th, moving to the right, 
turned the enemy's left flank, while the 4th, emulating their 
gallant companions, advanced in firm array, preceded by a 
flight of rockets, to charge its right, which was broken and 
driven from the field. Many of the American sailors, who 
acted as gunners, were bayoneted, and eight guns were 
captured. The American infantry fled in dismay, and, 
diving into the recesses of the forest, were quickly beyond 
the reach of their pursuers, while their cavalry, turning their 
horses' heads, galloped ofl" the field. Thus in one hour was 
the battle won, and the third brigade, which had formed the 
reserve, pushed forward with rapid strides for Washington. 

The casualties of the 44th were confined to one sergeant 
and thirteen rank and file killed, and thirty-five rank and 
file wounded. 

Major-General Robert Ross, in his offic'al despatch, thus 
expressed his approbation of the conduct of the regiment : — 

" I have to express my approbation of the spirited 
" conduct of Colonel Brooke and of his brigade. The 44th 
" Regiment, which he led, distinguished itself under the 
" command of Lieut. -Colonel Mullins. The gallantry of the 
" 4th Foot, under the command of Major Faunce, being 
" equally conspicuous." 

Colonel Arthur Brooke, mentioned in the above extract, 
was Lieut.-Colonel of the 44th, and Brevet Lieut.-Colonel the 
Honourable Thomas Mullins was a captain in that regiment. 
The former was second in command of the army under 
Major-General Ross. 

In consideration of the conduct of the 44th in this 
action, it was authorised to bear the word " Bladbnsburq ' 
on the regimental colour and appointments. 

The three British regim3nts which had thus defeated 
about nine thousand adversaries (three times their own 
number) halted a short time on the field of battle to re-form 
their ranks. After a brief halt the 44th, with the remainder 
of the first and second brigades, moved towards Washington, 
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where the third, having already arrived, had commenced the 1814 
destruction of the arsenal, docks, magazines, and other public 
property. As it was not the intention of the British Govern- 
ment to attempt permanent conquests in this part of America, 
and as it was impossible for so small a force to establish itself 
in the enemy's capital, the destruction of public property, 
which, by the custom of war, is the just spoil of the conqueror, 
was completed, and the army marched back to St. Benedict, 
where it re-embarked without molestation. 

After remaining a few days in the Patuxent River, the 
fleet weighed anchor; the coast was menaced at several 
points, and the shipping approached so near the shore at 
Annapolis that the inhabitants were discovered flying from 
their houses; wagons loaded with furniture were seen 
hurrying along the roads, alarm guns firing, beacons blazing, 
and the people apparently oppressed with all the horrors of 
doubt and apprehension. 

Baltimore^ having been selected as the point of attack, 
the fleet hastened, under a heavy press of sail, towards the 
river upon which it is built. During the night of the 11th 
of September, the troops cooked three days' provisions, and 
each man received eighty roimds of ammunition. At three 
o'clock on the following morning the boats were lowered ; a 
landing was effected at North Point, thirteen miles from 
Baltimore, and the army moving forward, a division of 
Americans fled from an intrenched position they were pre- 
paring, across a neck of land towards which the British 
troops were advancing. About two miles beyond this post 
the country was closely wooded, and the enemy's riflemen 
opening a sharp fire from behind the trees, Major-General 
Ross rode forward to ascertain the disposition and number 
of the opposing force, and exposing himself among the 
skirmishers, was mortally wounded. Upon the fall of this 
gallant officer, the command devolved on Colonel Brooke, of 
the 44th. The army moving forward, found itself in a few 
moments in front of a strong position, near Nip Church, in 
Godly wood, occupied by six thousand Americans, with six 
pieces of artillery, and some cavalry. The light brigade 
immediatelv extended, and drivinor in the enomv's Rk^'rmish- 
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1814 erB, menaced the whole front of their position. The 44th, a 
party of seamen, and the marines of the fleet, formed line 
behind the light infantry ; the 21st Fusiliers and the second 
battalion of Marines formed column in reserve, the soldiers 
resting themselves on the ground, while the 4th Foot (King's 
Own) moved to the right, along some hollow ways and wood- 
lands, and gained, unperceived, a thicket on the enemy's 
left flank. Meanwhile, the deep tones of the artillery echoed 
in the woods, and the instant the 4th gained the thicket, 
the charge was sounded and repeated by every bugle of the 
force ; the soldiers started from the ground, and moving 
forward with a firm and resolute tread, in the face of a 
shower of grape and canister-shot, approached their adver- 
saries, who raising a loud shout, opened a heavy tire of 
musketry. This was answered with a British cheer, a volley, 
and a rush forward at the double with the bayonet ; then 
the Americans, seeing the ranks of gleaming steel close upon 
them, faced about and fled into the thick woods in dismay, 
leaving two pieces of cannon behind them. Fifteen minutes 
had sufficed to decide the fortune of the day. Several 
hundreds of the enemy's killed and wounded lay scattered 
over the field ; many fugitives were cut off and made pri- 
soners, and a number of American riflemen, discovered in 
trees, which they had climbed, to enable them to take sure 
aim and escape danger, were shot on their perches by the 
British soldiers, who did not consider these tactics fair play. 

Colonel Brooke stated, in his dispatch, that " the 
" Honourable Lieut.-Colonel Mullins deserved every appro- 
" bation for the excellent order in which he led that part of 
"the right brigade, under his immediate command, while 
" charging the enemy in line." 

The loss sustained by the 44th on the 12th of Septem- 
ber, when in action with the enemy near Baltimore^ 
consisted of eleven rank and file killed ; Brevet-Major John 
Cruice wounded slightly ; Captain Hamilton Green shields 
dangerously (died of wounds) ; Captain George Clarges Hill, 
Lieutenant Richard Cruice, and Ensign James White, 
severely ; five sergeants, and seventy-eight rank and file 
were wounded. 
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Halting on the field of battle, the bivouac fires were 1814 
lighted, and the victorious army reposed for a short time. 
Two hours after midnight the soldiers were again under 
arms ; at dawn they resumed their march, and in the evening 
arrived at the foot of the range of hills in front of Baltimore, 
where the American army, consisting of upwards of fifteen 
thousand men, appeared, occupying a chain of palisaded 
redoubts, connected by breast-works, and defended by a 
numerous train of artillery. Trusting to the innate valour 
and excellent discipline of his little army, which did not 
amount to one-thiid of the number of the opposing host. 
Colonel Brooke made arrangements for storming the hills 
after dark ; but having received intimation from the com- 
mander of the naval forces that the entrance of the harbour 
was closed up by vessels sunk for that purpose, and that a 
naval co-operation against the town and camp was imprac- 
ticable, the enterprise was abandoned. The troops 
accordingly, on the 14th of September, withdrew to a 
distance of three miles, and then halted to see if the 
Americans would venture to descend the hills; but the 
latter, though so superior in numbers, had no disposition to 
quit their intrenchments, and the British forces, retiring 
leisurely to their ships, re-embarked. 

The armament remained a short time on the coast, and 
information having been received of the formation of an 
American camp, a few miles from the river Potomac, the 
44th, with the remainder of the second and third brigades 
were landed on the night of the 4th of October, and pushed 
forward to attack the enemy, who, however, having received 
notice of the movement, had fled. The battalion, therefore, 
returned on the 5th, and the season having arrived when 
active operations could no longer be continued in the 
Chesapeake, the fleet sailed for the West Indies, and anchored, 
on the 31st of October, in Port Royal harbour, Jamaica, the 
troops remaining on board, while the vessels took in a supply 
of provisions. 

While in the West Indies, reinforcements arrived, and 
Major-General John (afterwards Lord) Keane took command 
of the expedition. 
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1814 Th® ^6xt enterprise taken wajs of a most difficult char- 

acter, namely, an attempt on New Orleans, a place of some 
note, on the eastern bank of the great river Mississippi, one 
hundred and ten miles from the Gulf of Mexico, and so 
situated that the approach of a hostile force was almost 
impossible. The fleet having put to sea, anchored on the 
10th of December off the coast of Louisiana, opposite the 
Chandeleur Islands, where the troops were removed into 
light vessels, and entering Lake Borgne on the 13th, five of 
the enemy's large cutters, mounting eleven guns each, were 
captured by a flotilla of launches and ships' barges. Having 
proceeded a short distance along the lake, all the vessels ran 
aground ; the soldiers were then conveyed 20 miles in open 
boats, during a heavy rain, to a barren spot called Pine 
Island, a swamp with a piece of firm ground only at one end. 
Here the regiments remained without tents or huts, exposed 
to heavy rains by day, and to frosts by night, until the 22nd 
of December, when the first division proceeded in open boats 
to a desert spot, about eight miles below New Orleans, 
where the regiments landed, and marched to a field on the 
banks of the Mississippi. The 21st, 44tb, and 93rd regi- 
ments, under Colonel Brooke,* and a large proportion of 
artillery under Major Munro, were embarked in small vessels. 
The Americans, under Major-General Jackson, made a night 
attack on the British, but were repulsed. Major-General 
Keane stated, in his dispatch, that " Colonel Brooke was 
" entitled to every praise for securing our right flank." 
The 44th was not engaged on the 23rd and following day. 
Before dark on the 24th of December, the whole army was 
in position, and Major-General the Honorable Sir Edward 
Packenham here joined to take command, accompanied by 
Major-General Gibbs. 

Notwithstanding the repulse given to the enemy, the 
troops liad been unable to return to their camp, as it was 
completely commanded by the fire of an American schooner, 
and no provisions could be procured. The army afterwards 



• Colonel Brooke, Lieut-Colonel of the 44th, was, on the 
extension of the Order of the Bath, nominated a Companion thereof 
on the 4th of Jane, 1815. 
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moved forward, but encountered many local difl&culties, and 1814 
the Americans having assembled a numerous force, in extensive 
fortified lines and batteries, with armed vessels on the river, 
the advance was checked, and some loss was sustained. 

From the 25th of December, 1814, to the 5th of 1815 
January, 1815, the 44th had Lieutenant John Blakeney and 
one private killed, five rank and file wounded, and one 
missing. 

Arrangements were made for attacking the enemy's 
fort'fied lines at daybreak on the 8th of January. On the 
left bank of the Mississippi the position of the Americans was 
simply a straight line of front of about one thousand yards, 
with a parapet, the right resting on the river and the left on 
a wood which had been made impracticable for any body of 
troops to pass. This line was strengthened by flanking 
works, and had a canal of general depth of about four feet, 
but not altogether of an equal width ; it was supposed to 
narrow towards the enemy's left, and eight heavy guns were 
in position on this line. The Mississippi at this point was 
about eight hundred yards across, and on the right bank was 
a heavy battery of twelve guns, which enfiladed the whole front 
of the position of the left bank. Preparations were made by 
the British, with very considerable labor, to clear out and widen 
a canal that communicated with a stream, by which the boats 
had passed up to the place of disembarkation, so as to open it 
into the Mississippi, by which means troops could be got over 
to the right bank, and the co-operation of armed boats secured. 

The assailing of the enemy's lines in front was entrusted 
to the brigade composed of the 4th, 21st, and 44th, with 
three companies of the 95th (Rifles), under Major-General 
Gibbs ; and to the third brgade, consisting of the 93rd, two 
companies of the 7th Royal Fusiliers, 43rd, and 95th Regi- 
ments, under Major-General Keane. The attacking columns 
were to be provided with fascines, scaling ladders and 
rafts, the whole to be at their stations before daylight. 

This plan was, however, partly disconcerted hy the tardy 
arrival of the boats ; and at the moment of attack the scaling 
ladders and fascines had to be sent for. Daylight arriving, 
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1815 the troops were visible to the enemy, who opened a tremendous 
fire, with dreadful execution. Major-General the Honourable 
Sir Edward Pakenham, G.C.B., having galloped to the front 
to encourage the men, was shot on the top of the glacis. 
Major-Generals Gibbs and Keane were borne from the field 
dangerously wounded ; the former died of his wounds the 
following day, but the latter recovered. Success being 
found impracticable, the troops were withdrawn from the 
unequal contest, and no prospect remaining of capturing 
New Orleans, they returned on board the fleet. 

The 44th suffered severely. Lieutenant Rowland 
Davies and Ensign Matthew MacClosky, one sergeant, 
and thirty-two rank and file were killed. The wounded 
were Captain Henry Debbeig (Lieut. -Colonel) and Lieu- 
tenant William Maclean, slightly ; Lieutenants Robert 
Smith, Henry Brush, Richard Phelan, and William 
Jones, severely; Ensigns James White (died of wounds), 
Robert L. Haydon, and John Donaldson, severely ; fiYQ 
sergeants, and one hundred and forty-nine rank and file. 
Lieutenant William Knight, two sergeants, one drummer, 
and seventy-six rank and file were taken prisoners. 

After the failure at New Orleans, it was agreed that 
operations should be carried towards Mobile, before 
which place a demonstration had been made in the 
previous September. Major-General Lambert, on whom 
the command had devolved, preceded on the service 
with the 4th, 21sts and 44th Regiments and some 
engineers and artillery. A landing was effected on the 
7th of February, three miles from Fort Bowyer, on a 
point of land commanding the entrance of the harbour. 
Brevet Lieut-Colonel Debbieg, of the 44th, commanded 
the advanced column, before which the enemy fell back 
on the Fort. Siege operations were commenced on the 
following day, and on the 11th, preparatory to opening 
fire, Major-General Lambert summoned the defenders 
to surrender. The American commander seeing that 
resistance was useless, agreed to his terms, and the 
garrison, three hundred and sixty six strong, marched 
out, laid down their arms, and were embarked on board 
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the fleet. Further hostilities were terminated by a 1815 
treaty of peace. 

The first battalion of the 44th disembarked at the 
Cove of Cork on the 24th and 29th of May, 1815, and 
was stationed in Ireland for nearly seven years. 

Brevet Lieut. -Colonel the Honorable Thomas 
Mullins, Captain in the 44th, was tried by a general 
court-martial, held at the Royal Barracks Dublin, on 
the 11th of July, and continued, by adjournments, to 
the 1st of August following, "for having on the 8th of 
"January shamefully neglected and disobeyed the orders 
"received from the late Major-General Gibbs to collect 
"the fascines and ladders, and to be formed with them 
" at the head of the column of attack at the time directed, 
"and in disobedience of the said orders, suffering the 
"regiment under his command to pass the redoubt where 
"the fascines and ladders were lodged, and remaining at 
"the head of the column for half an hour and upwards, 
" without taking any steps to put the 44th Regiment in 
"possession of the fascines and ladders, in conformity 
"with the said orders, knowing the period of attack 
"to be momently approaching." Lieutenant Colonel 
Mullins was found guilty of the above, and cashiered, 
but of that portion of another charge which implied want 
of personal courage, he was honourably acquitted. In- 
deed it would be hard to reconcile that charge with the 
tribute of commendation this ofl&cer had received on more 
than one occasion during the campaign, as specified 
in this record. . 
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SERVICES OF THE SECOND BATTALION. 



1803 Under the circumstances stated at page 38, a second 

battalion was added to the 44th Regiment, consisting of 
men raised in certain counties in Ireland for limited 
service, under the "*4rmy of JReserve Act" passed in 
July, 1803, and the '^Additional Force Act" passed on 
the 14th July, 1804, and was placed on the establish- 
ment of the army from the 9th of July, 1803. Its 
establishment was fixed at ten companies, consisting of 
fifty-four sergeants, twenty-two drummers, fifty corporals, 
and nine hundred and fifty privates. 

The following officers were appointed to the second 
battalion : — 



Lieut-CoUmeL — ^Thomas Nicoll. 



^ . r Henry Powlett. 
^ ' \ Thomas Danser. 



Captains, 



Charles Madden. 
Henry Nixon. 
Thomas Murphy. 
Marcus John Annesly. 
Hon. ThoB. Mullins. 



John A. Johnson. 
Archibald McAuly. 
John Cruice. 
Henry Debbieg. 
J. Chilton L. Carter. 



John Wynne. 
Thomas O'Reilly. 
Thos. A. Ballard. 
T. A. Dudie. 
William Davis. 



Lieuteriants, 

James Ponsonby. 
Alexander Andrews. 
William Langley. 
James Clegg Kennedy. 
Arthur Newport. 
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Ensigns, 



Sanders. 



George Rea. 
Roland Davis. 
George Clarges Hill. 
John Blakeney. 



James Hardy Eustace. 
John Goldrisk. 
Albert Friend. 
William Alexr. Craig. 



Adjutant, — Colin Meekisson. 
Qttartermaster, — Henry Jones. 
Surgeon, — Robert Miller. 
Assistant Surgeon. — William Vassall. 

The battalion embarked at Mallow on the 25th of 1804 
March, 1804, and arrived at the Isle of Wight early in 
April. Here it remained until the 23rd of October, 
when it embarked at Cowes for Guernsey, and arrived 
at that island on the 25th of that month. 

The Battalion remained in Guernsey* until August, 1805 
1809, when it proceeded to the neighbouring island of to 
Alderney. 1809 

On the 20th of March, 1810, the battalion em- 1810 
barked for Cadiz, which city was at that period 
besieged by a powerful French army under Marshal 
Soult. It arrived there on the 4th April, and was 
employed in erecting batteries and strengthening the 
defences of the place. Matagorda, a small fort across the 
harbour of Cadiz, and in front of the French lines, 
although frequently cannonaded, was held for fifty-five 
days by a garrison of three hundred men under Captain 
(the late General Sir Archibald) Maclaine of the old 
94th, or Scots Brigade. The 44th, on arrival at Cadiz 
supplied a reinforcement for this fort under Lieutenants 

* Colonel Burney states that the handsome Scotch snufF-mnll, 
still in possession of the regiment, was presented, in 1807, by 
Captain David FyfPe, on his being transferred to the first battalion, 
while the second battalion was quartered in Guernsey; and that 
he recollects it quite new on the mess-table, when he joined the 
second battalion at that station in 1808. 
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1810 William Manby and Ralph John Twinberrow,* which 
assisted in its heroic defence. The toil was incessant 
and the men were employed day and night in filling 
sand-bags and repairing the breaches. The French were 
kept at bay : but as the fort became at last so demolished 
as to be untenable, the troops were withdrawn on the 
22nd of April, and it was blown up. 

The battalion remained at Cadiz and the Isla de 
Leon till the 24th of September, 1810, when it em- 
barked for Portugal, and arrived at Lisbon on the 4th 
of October. 

Now was about to commence the great contest for 
the possession of Portugal. Lieut.-General Viscount 
Wellington concentrated his forces, and occupied the 
strong position of Torres Vedras, about thirty miles from 
Lisbon. Here the British Commander showed a resist- 
ance which compelled Marshal Massena to relinquish 
his design upon Lisbon, notwithstanding his superior 
numbers, and the vain boast, that, in pursuance of the 
Imperial orders, he would drive the English leopards 
into the sea and plant the eagles of France on the towers 
of that city. 

The 44th, under Lieut-Colonel Charles Bulkeley 
Egerton, advanced up the country, and towards the end of 
December joined the army in the lipes of Torres Vedras, 
and was brigaded with the first battalion of the 4th and 
second battalion of the 30th Regiment, under the com- 
mand of Major-General Dunlop, and in the fifth division,! 
under Major-General James Leith. 



* Lientenant Twinberrow died in the regiment at Galoutta 
shortly after its arrival in India. 

t The fifth division was thus composed : — 

First brigade, under Major-General Hay — 1st (3rd bat- 
talion) , 9th, and 38th (2nd battalion) Begiments. 

Second brigade, under Major-General Dunlop— 4th, 30th 
(2nd battalion), and 44th (2nd battalion) Regiments. 
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r Marsha] Maaseua retreated from the lines oF Torres 1611 
Vedras toward Spain in the beginning of March, 1811, and 
the British troops moving forward in pursuit, the enemy'a 
rear was attacked and harassed with varied success. 
Lieutenant Pearce, on the 30th of March, led a aub- 
divisioD of the 44th light company over the bridge of 
Sabugal, which was commanded by two of the enemy's 
guns, and turned the right of General Regnier's divisioD, 
then engaged with the light division. The whole of the 
brigaded light companies of the division crossed the Coa, 
in extended order, at various fordable places, and sur- 
prised the French, who were halted cooking their dinners, 
■ thus enabling the Britiab to regale themselves actually 
on their enemy's soup. 
On the morning of the 3rd of April the British troops 
wore put in motion to turn the enemy's left on the Coa, 
above Sabugal, and to force the passage of the bridge of 
that town. In the action which ensued, when the French 
were making arrangements for a renewed attack upon the 
light division, the head of Major-General Dunlop's column 
crossed the bridge, and ascended the heights on the right 
flank of the enemy ; the cavalry and third division also 
appearing, the French retired across the hills towards 
Rendo, after having sustained a heavy loss in killed and 
prisoners. 

The French after the action of Sabugal, fell back upon 
Alfayates, and in five days the last of them crossed the 
frontier. The British thus stood triumphant on the confines 
of Portugal. The battalion formed part of the advance 
into Spain ; and when Marshal Masseua proceeded to the 
relief of Almeida, the allied army went into position to 
oppose his progress, but the fifth division taking post 
near Fort Conception, on the left of the line, was not 
actively engaged in the action at Fuentes d'Onor* on the 

• While on the frontiera of Spain, a little before this battle, 
there was an alarm in the night, when Lie nt.- Colonel Bgorton, of 
the 41tb, who then commanded tbe brigade, ohaerved a mun 
coming with a laoteni, &nd of course called to him to "pot that 
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1811 3rd of May, nor on the 5th of the same month, with the 
exception of its light companies. Captain Jessop com- 
manded the light company of the 44th; Lieutenant 
William Pearce was slightly wounded, but did not quit 
the field, and four rank and file were also wounded. 

After the repulse of the French, the garrison of 
Almeida despairing of assistance, the conmiandant made 
preparations for destroying the works and vacating the 
place. At midnight, on the 10th of May he exploded 
the mines, and sallying forth in a compact column, 
broke through the blockading force ; he was followed, 
however, by a few Hien collected on the instant, and 
by the 36th Regiment. Early on the following morning 
the rear of the column was overtaken in the act of 
descending the deep chasm of Barba del Puerco, where 
many of the French were killed and wounded, and three 
hundred taken prisoners ; the remainder escaped. 

The light companies of the 30th and 44th were called 
out at midnight for this affair, and hurried off in pursuit of 
the escaping garrison. The bridge being narrow, these two 
companies were in time to charge a remnant of the fugi- 
tives who could not get over for the crush, and drove those 

light oat/' exclaiming, " who can that nnaoldierlike man be ? " 
This was no other than Paymaster Williams, who had been a 
lawyer; and it appeared that, having issued three months' pay 
to the regiment a few days before, without obtaining signnturesi 
and anticipating some casaalties, he had brought his book to 
obtain the necessary Touchers from the officers. For this purpose, 
he presented it to Colonel Egerton, leading his mare over his 
shoulder. Having pointed out the irregularity of wanting sig- 
natures on going into action, he commenced writing, when the 
young officers, delighting in a practical joke, struck some fuzees 
under the tail of the Paymaster's horse, causin? it to kick up, 
the book to fall, and the bottle of ink to be spilt over it. The 
Colonel enjoyed the fun, although he put a grave face on the pro- 
ceedings, and the Paymaster lost his chance of signatures. Upon 
the reduction of the second battalion, the Paymaster, who said 
he carried all his accounts in his head, not having made any 
entries for two years, was kept without half-pay until he had 
completed his accounts, to do which he had to obtain signatures 
from officers dispersed all over France and England. 
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who would not surrender over the precipice, where many iSlI 
remained clinging to the rocks, while others fell into the 
stream below. The French commander asked permission 
to rescue these poor fellows from their perilous situation, 
which was granted by Captain Jeasop, of the 44th, the 
senior officer on the spot ; a party of the Slat Volti^eurs 
came over the bridge for the purpose, and they were 
recognized by the men of the 44th, as the same they 
had been engaged with on the 5th of May. 

On the 15th of June, the battalion was stationed at 
Nava de Aver, in Portugal, where it remained three 
weeks forming part of the four divisions of infantry left 
behind the Agueda to observe the movements of the 
French army under Marshal Marmont during the time 
the second siege of Badajoz was undertaken. When the 
enemy moved southwards, the 44th directed its march 
by Caatello Branco for the Alemtejo, and went into 
position on the Cayo, being hutted near the wood and 
town of Arronches until the 2nd of July, when it pro- 
ceeded to Portalegre. 

The battalion left its quarters in Portalegre on the 21st 
of July, and was hutted near that town tor seven days, 
after which it proceeded to the camp at Quinta La- 
meira. Lord Wellington nest moved towards the Agueda, 
with the view of rescuing Ciudad Rodrigo from the 
power of the enemy, and the 44th crossed the Tagua by 
the bridge of boats, and proceeding by Caatello Brauco 
entered Spain at Navaa Friaa, on the llth of August. 
The battajion was stationed at Villa Rubias until the 
end of September ; meanwhile, Ciudad Rodrigo waa 
blockaded, and Lord Wellington's head-quartera were at 
Fuentes Guinaldo. When Marshal Marmont advanced 
to relieve this fortress, the battalion remained with its 
division at St. Payo, watching the passes from Estre- 
madura. In the subsequent mauretivres it waa not 
brought into action and after the retreat of the French 
army the battalion was stationed at Guarda, in PortugaL 
In November, the 44th, oocomanded by Lieut.-Colonel 
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1811 the Honourable George Carleton, was stationed at Villa 
de Rey, and in December at Oliveirinha. 

1812 Being deceived by the seemingly careless winter 
attitude of the allied army, the enemy left Civdad Rodrigo 
to the protection of its garrison, and the British com- 
mander, profiting by this omission, commenced the siege 
of that important fortress in the early part of January, 
1812, with four divisions. On the receipt of intelligence 
that Marshal Marmont was collecting his forces to succour 
the place, the whole army was brought forward and 
posted in the villages on the Coa^ ready to cross the 
Agueda and give battle. Civdad Rod/rigo was captured 
by storm during the night of the 19th of January, and 
the second battalion of the 44th was cantoned in the 
suburbs of that fortress from the 20th of January to the 
23rd of February. 

The fifth division afterwards proceeded towards the 
Alemtejo to engage in the siege of BadajoZf and the 
battalion joined its brigade at Campo Mayor on the 24th 
of March. On the 30th of that month it proceeded to 
Elvas ; on the 4th of April it bivouacked near the city 
of Badajoz, and three breaches, which were deemed 
practicable, having been made, the battalion was formed 
on the evening of the 6th, ready to take part in the 
storming of this strong fortress. On this occasion the 
fifth division was directed to make a false attack on the 
Pardaleros, and a real assault on the bastion of San 
Vincente ; the 44th, under Lieut.-Colonel the Honour- 
able George Carleton, nobly distinguished itself on this 
occasion, and gained for the regimental colour an additional 
inscription. 

At eight o*clock in the evening, the fifth division, 
under Lieut.-General Leith, of which the 44th formed 
part, broke up from its bivouac, and the second brigade, 
composed of the 4th, 30th and 44th, and the 5th 
Ca^adores, conmianded by Major-General Walker, 
formed in rear of a mill close to the south-west angle 
of the works, at which point it escaladed, and having 
succeeded in gaining the walls, maintained its groun<^ 
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carried the bastions to the right, obtained possession of 1-812 
the Las Palmas gate, and cleared that part of the town 
of the enemy. 

Lieut.-Colonel Francis Brooke, of the 4th Regiment 
commanded the advanced party, which consisted of 
the 4th King's Own, the light companies of the 30th 
and 44th, and that of the 38th from the first brigade 
of the division. After breaking through the palisading 
and entering the ditch they were exposed to a murderous 
flanking fire of grape and musketry, and half their 
numbers fell without being able from their position to 
return a shot. Finding it impossible to fix a ladder, 
Lieut.-Colonel Brooke called for a volunteer to return to 
the reserve and report to Major-General Walker the 
state of affairs. Lieutenant Pearco, of the 44th, under- 
took this duty, and brought up two companies of the 
regiment under Captain John Cleland Guthrie,* who ex- 
tended them on the glacis, and in a quarter of an hour 
silenced the two guns in the flank of the bastion and 
the musketry on the ramparts. The ladders were then 
quickly raised, and the stormers entered, followed by the 
brigade, the colours of the 44th being the first planted 
on the bastion of the fortress. 

Soon after a footing had been established on the 
ramparts, a bugler of the 44th, about eighteen years of 
age, named Muchian, sounded the advance ; Lord 
Wellington, who, with his staff, was near the two breaches 
where the attacks had hitherto failed, and listening with 
great anxiety, exclaimed, "There's an English bugle in 
the tower." This was the one in question. The British 
commander had just before remarked, if the attack 
"fails to-night I will take the tower in the morning 
"with these two regiments," meaning the 1st and 9th 
Foot then in reserve near him. 

* Private John Gollett, an old relic of Captain Guthrie's 
company, died at Cheltenham eariy in 1863. He was a Waterioo 
veteran, and had the Peninsular war-medal with five clasps, and 
ninepence a day pension. 
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):Q12 Captam Jervoise, lieutenants Unthank and Pearxse, 
three sergeants, and fifty rank and file composed tibe 
light company of the 44th. On Lieutenant Pearoe 
calling over the roll in camp the next morning, there 
were left himself, Sergeant Jenkins and eighteen men. 
At daylight this officer found Lieutenant Unthank in 
the embrasure by which the rampart was entered, dying 
of a bullet wound in the side. The Chaplain of the 
division came up just in time to administer the Sacrament 
to him, which he received, supported on Lieutenant 
Pearce's knee. He was buried by his brother officer ou 
the spot where he fell. Captain Jervoise died of his 
woimds on the 10th of July. 

The castle having been taken, and the escalade of the 
bastion St. Vincente, by the fifth division, having turned 
the retrenchments, there was no further resistance, and 
the 4th and light divisions, whose heroic assaults on 
this occasion are matters of history, marched into 
the town by the breaches. The third division remained 
under arms in the castle until daylight, when the gate 
was opened, and permission given to enter the town. 

In the Earl of Wellington's despatch the brigade 
was specially noticed, and it was therein stated that 
" the gallantry and conduct of Major-General Walker, 
'* who was' also wounded, and that of the officers and 
" troops under his command, were highly conspicuous." 
Lieut.-Colonel the Honourable George Carleton, who 
commanded the battalion, and obtained a medal, was 
also spoken of in terms of commendation. 

The 44th had Lieutenants William Samuel Unthank 
and Matthew Argent, two sergeants, and thirty-five rank 
and file killed ; Lieut.-Colonel the Honourable George 
Carleton had his jaw broken by a bullet ; Captains John 
Berwick, Adam Brugh, and Francis B. Jervoise (died of 
wounds) were wounded severely; Lieutenant William 
Henry Meade slightly ; Lieutenant Temple Frederick 
Sinclair severely ; and Ensign John O'Reilly slightly. 
Seven sergeants, one drummer, and eighty raiik and fiii 
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I wounded. Total casualties, one hundred and thirty- 1S12 
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storming of Badajot, in which the 44th bore so 
distinguished a part, was probably the most celebrated of 
the many gallant exploits performed by the Peninsular army, 
and is thus spoken of by one of the highest authorities on 
the subject. 

Sir John Jones, in his "Journal of Sieges in Spain," says, 
'In ordinary mihtary reasoning, such a spot would be 
'considered secure from assault, but the efforts of British 
"troops occasionally set all calculation at defiance ; and when 
"a few years shall have swept away the eye-witnesses of their 
"achievements on this night, they will not be credited," 

The word " Badajoz," on the Regimental Colour, 
granted by royal authority, commemoratcB the services of 
the 44th on this occasion. 

Shortly after the capture of Badajoz the 44th marched 
with the army towards the Agueda ; on the 1 4th of May the 
second battalion of the 4th Foot joined from Ceuta, and the 
brigade, then consisting of the two battalions of the 4th, and 
aecond battalions of the 30th and 44th, was commanded by 
Major-General Pringle, Major-Gcneral Walker having re- 
turned to England in consequence of his wounds. 

The 44th advanced with the array to Salamanca, and 
this city being rescued from the power of the enemy, exhibited 
a scene of tumultuous rejoicing ; the houses were illuminated, 
and the people, shouting and singing, welcomed their 
deliverers ; the army took up a position on the mountain of 
St. Christoval, a few miles in advance, but the 44th remained 
behind the Tormes. The forts which the French occupied at 
Salamanca were besieged, and when Marshal Marmaut 
advanced on the 20th of Juno to their succom-, the battalion, 
crossed the Tormes, and was formed with the army in order 
of battle on the top of the mountain. After the capture of 
the torts, the enemy retired towards the Doima, and the 
battalion descended the heights and followed the French 
army, which took up a new position near Tordeaillaa. 

In front of this place the 44th bivouacked from the 2nd 
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1812 to the 9th of July, and at Nava del Eey until the 16th ; the 
weather being fine, the country rich, rations regularly 
supplied, and wine abundant, the soldiers fared luxuriously ; 
but the enemy having passed the Douro and the Trebancos, 
turned the left of the allies, and marched on the 18th of 
Jtily towards the Guarena, when the British retired. The 
two armies directed their march towards the Guarena as to 
one common goal, and important results depending on which 
should first pass the stream, a trial of speed arose. Several 
of the hostile columns proceeded a distance of ten miles 
in parallel lines within musket-shot of each other, and 
marched impetuously towards the stream in perfect order 
amidst clouds of dust. A most interesting spectacle pre- 
sented itself ; for the ofl&cers on each side, being strangers 
aHke to malice and to fear, were seen pointmg with their 
swords, touching their caps, or waving their hands in 
courtesy, as they urged their men in their course towards 
the river. The British gained the stream first ; the soldiers 
being tormented with thirst, many of them drank as they 
marched, and others halting in the river a few moments, 
were saluted with a shower of bullets ; but they passed on, 
and the French marshal's designs were frustrated. He, 
however, crossed the river on the 20th July higher up, turned 
the right flank of the allied army, and gained a new range of 
hills ; Lord Wellington made a corresponding movement, 
and an evolution similar to that on the 18th was repeated, 
which ended in the British resimiing their position on the 
heights of St. Christoval. The 44th forded the Tonnes 
on the following day, and was posted in position with the 
army near Salamanca, 

These bold manoeuvres of the enemy were watched by 
the British commander, who waited patiently for an 
opportunity to strike a decisive blow ; and this occurring on 
the 22nd of July, a sanguinary battle was fought. In the 
early part of that day the 44th was posted on the slope of 
of one of the heights, called the Arapiles, where it remained 
until the afternoon, when it moved to the rear of the village 
of that name ; Lord Wellington having detected a fault in 
his adversaries' movements, ordered his divisions forward, 
and the battle commenced. 
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rin this action the fifth division, of which the 44th 1812 
formed part, under Lieut.-General Jamea Leith,* attacking 
the enemy in front, highly diatinguished itself, and the 
battalion, commanded by Brevet Lieut.-Colonel George 
Hardinge, had a prominent share in the glories of the day. 

This division advanced in two linea, left in front, which 
brought the second brigade in front, and the 44th on the 
right of the first line ; the light companies of the brigade 
(4th, 30th, and 44th) being in skirmiBhing order, keeping up 
the commnnication between the fifth division and the third 
division on its right. As the division advanced the light 
companies closed to their left and joined the right of the 
first line (or 44tb Begiment) on the east of the iiiU, which 
was BO thickly covered with flax and evergreen oak that the 
division and the enemy came, as it were, unexpectedly into 
each other's presence, at no greater distance than from fifteen 
to twenty yards. The French were at this moment deploying 
from grand divisions, and the second grand division had but 
half of its front clear, when, by a simultaneous impulse, both 
parties fired a volley r the British instantly charged, and the 
French, being in confusion, turned. Two Squadrons of the 
5th Dragoon Guards went right through them on their flank, 
and the whole of them, with their eagle and two standards, 
were captured. The eag!e,t which was that of the 62nd 
Regiment of the line was taken by Lieutenant W. Pearce,t 
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• Then serving with the local rank at Lient.-General in the 
Peninsula ; he was made a E.B. on let February, 1B18, a Lieat.- 
Oenersl on the 4th of June following, and a G.C.B. ou the Zud 
January, 181S i he died on the 16th of October, 1816. 

t Another trophy of this action, long preaerved in the 44th 
Begiment, was a drnm, taken from the French battalion they were 
engaged with. It had got rather bejond ttse, and was left with the 
depAt company when the regiment embarked for the Mediterranean 
in 1648. In tho numeroaa changes of the station of the regimental 
dep6t, the " SalaraanOB drum " was unfortunately lost. 

J This veteran officer, than Lieut.-Colonel Pearoe, K.H., and in 
hia seventy-fifth year, furoished aome very interesting details 
relating to the 44th Regiment, for the first edition of this record; ho 
reosived the Peninsula war- medal with 3 clasps, far E^entes d'Onor, 
BadajoE, and Salamanca. For the capture of the eagle, bo obtained. 
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1812 44th Regiment^ and the two standards hy Lieut. Francis 
Maguire, 4th, and Ensign John Pratt, 30th Regiment. The 
French were called on to lay down their arms, about which 
there was some demur ; but on the cavalry returning to the 
charge they gladly did so, craving protection. Ensign 
Standley was killed carrying one of the colours of the 44th. 

The French officer who carried the eagle had just 
wrenched it from the pole, and when Lieutenant Pearce first 
saw it, he was endeavouring to conceal it under the grey 
great-coat, which he wore over his uniform ; Private (after- 
wards Sergeant) Finley aided in the capture, and the French 
officer making resistance, was assisted by one of his men, 
who attacking Lieutenant Pearce with his fixed bayonet, was 
shot dead by Private Bill Murray, of the 44th light company. 
Privates Blackburn and Devine, of the same company, had 
also a hand in this affair, and Lieutenant Pearce divided 
twenty dollars — all the money he had with him — amongst 
the four, for their gallant exertions. 

Soon after the capture of the eagle a heavy column of 
French infantry came in sight, although at a considerable 
distance ; the eagle was at once placed on a sergeant's 
halbert, the men giving three cheers. 

This trophy was kept for the night with the regimental 

in Angast of the following year, a company in the seventh battalion 
of the 60th, composed of Germans of the Contingent of the Rhine, 
who had deserted to the British in a body. In order to mark its 
identity, Lieutenant Pearce scratched his name on the pedestal with 
a nail. Some years after, he went to see the eagles which had been 
removed from Whitehall Chapel to Chelsea College. Lieut.-Colonel Le 
Blanc, then Major of the Hospital, told him there was one that could 
not be accounted for, which he recognised as that captured by himself 
at Salamanca. Since the period of this visit it has been ascertained 
that one was missing, and it is considered it must be the eagle in 
question. Captain Ford, Captain of Invalids, Chelsea Hospital, in 
a paper published in " Colbum's United Service Journal " for April, 
18 U, states that the two eagles taken at Salamanca were then in the 
Chapel of the Royal Hospital at Chelsea. It is singular that the 
late Lord Clyde was also recommended for his company by Lord 
Wellington, which he obtained in the eighth battalion of the 60ch, 
in the same year, he having also been in the fifth division, his 
regiment being the 9th Foot. 
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quarter guard, and Lieut.-Colouel Hardinge sent to Major- 1812 
General Pringle on the following morning, to know what was 
to be done with the eagle. " Send it to the man who took 
it," was the reply ; and Lieutenant Pearce carried it on the 
march the next day and night, and delivered it the following 
day, the firat time a halt was made, at head-quarters, at a 
yiUage from which Lord Wellington wrote his despatch about 
the battle. 

HiB lordship's skill was bravely seconded by the resolute 
valour and discipline of the troops. The action lasted until 
dark. A decisive victory was gained over the French, and 
eleven pieces of cannon, two eagles,* and six colours were 
captured. Lieut.-General Leith was wounded during the 
action, and Major-General Pringle assumed the command of 
the fifth division. 

In his despatch, the Earl of Wellington observed, that 
a oase in wh'ch the conduct of all has been conspicuously 
"good, I regret that the necessary limits of a despatch prevent 
■■me from drawing your Lordship's notice to the conduct of a 
'large number of individuals; but I can assure your Lordship 
' that there was no officer or corps engaged in this action 
'who did not perform his duty by his Sovereign and hia 
' Country." 

Brevet Lieut. -Colon el Hardinge gained a medal for this 
victory, and the 44th were permitted to bear the word 
" Salamanca " on the regimental colour and appointments. 
The battalion had Captain John Berwick, Ensign William 
Btaudley, and four rank and file killed ; two sergeants, one 
drummer, and twenty rank and file wounded. 

The troops pursued the flying enemy on the following 
day, and after numerous marches and manteuvres the second 
battalion of the 44th proceeded with the army to Madrid, 
where the British were received with acclamations of joy. 
There being no ensigns in the battahon, the King's colour 

I* The other uaj^le taten at Salamanca waa captarad hy a 
Caoadors battalion, commanded by Major CrookaliaQfe of the 38th, 
which latter regiment naa in Cha same diviaion (the fifch) aa the 
Uth. 
I I 
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1812 was carried through the city by Lieutenant Pearce. In 
August the battalion was stationed at Villa Castine, and 
afterwards proceeded to the camp near Bv/rgos^ during the 
siege of that Castle, where it arrived in September. 

When the concentration of the enemy's forces and the 
failure of the attack on Burgos rendered a retrograde 
movement necessary, the army withdrew in the night, and 
the French following in full career, several skirmishes took 
place. On the 24th of October the army was in position 
behind the Carion, and the 44th bivouacked near VUla 
Muriel, The enemy attacked the left of the British army 
at Villa Muriel* on the 25th of that month, but were 
repulsed by the fifth division of infantry under Major-General 
Oswald, Lieut.-General Leith being absent, on account of 
indisposition. The bridge of Villa Muriel was destroyed, 
but the enemy discovering a ford, passed over a considerable 
body of infantry and cavalry. The French troops were 
driven back, the village was re-occupied in force, and the 
canal was lined by the allied troops ; but the army withdrew 
before daybreak on the 26th, and the retreat was resumed. 
In this action the 44th was engaged from daybreak until 
midnight, and its successful efforts enabled the army to effect 
its retreat. It had the following officers killed and wounded; 
Lieutenant William Fitzmaurice Lennon killed, and Lieutenant 
Henry Elwin and Ensign Michael Smith wounded ; these 
died of their wounds, the former on the 14th November, and 
the latter on the 30th October, 1812. The strength of the 
battalion was reduced to only forty-two men of all ranks fit 

* On the day before this action, while the French were pressing 
the British bard with their cavalry, the printing press of the Spanish 
General Castanos stuck in passing a small stream, and the light 
companies, on rear guard, were compeUed to halt to rescue it. The 
Marquis of Wellington coming to see what was the matter, up 
jumped a hare, when a brace of greyhounds belonging to Lieutenant 
Robert Grier, of the 44th, happening to be at hand, started off, 
followed by his Lordship and an orderly. It was a pretty course, 
and seen by aU present. Wellington made the orderly dismount, 
and sent back the dead hare. The dogs were afterwards brought to 
England. Lieutenant Pearce had a Welsh spaniel named Brush 
that would run up and down the whole division, frequently flushing 
game to the amusement of the men. Poor Brush died on service. 
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for duty at regimental head-qiiartera.* All the wounded 1812 
were left on the ground, the baggage and women of the fifth 
division falling into the hands of the enemy. AfisiBtant- 
Surgeon Colliua of the 44th waa sent on the following morning 
to take care of the wounded, and had a rouleau of doubloons 
given to him by the Commissary-Genera! ; a drunken 
trumpeter of the French army, however, was the first man 
that met him after starting, and robbed him of the money. 
The poor doctor was then marched to the rear, and never 
saw the ill-fated wounded soldiers, who were left to the 
mercies of the enemy's surgeons. 

In a retreat like that from Burgos, the sufi^eringa of an 
army — auch as the loss of baggage and stores, the wounded 
and women falling into the hands of the enemy, the frequent 
attacks from overwhelming numbers, and not least the 
difficulty of procuring rations are necessarily great, more 
especially to the division covering the retreat. At one time 
the men were without biscuit for eleven days, and received 
only a small ration of beef, and that of the leanest and 
toughest kind, for all the cattle they could get travelled with 
the army. The survivors were given each a pair of boots as 
compensation. Nor were the officers better off than the men, 
as some were seen marching barefooted and bleeding, their 
baggage mules (one between two offioera) having broken 
down, and no one able, if wiUing, to spare anything from his 
own small kit. 

The army took up positions from time to time to retard 
the advance of the enemy, and having crossed the Douro and 
the Tonnes, it was posted behind the latter river until the 
middle of November, when a further retreat to Ciudad 
Rodrigo took place. At this period, the battalion was 
stationed at Caatellegos, and in December at St. Martinha. 



Onthe6thofDecember, 1812, the Marquis of Wellington, 

' Sergeant Parrell, of tiie seventh ccmpanj, came np the 
toUowing moroing to Lientenant Pearce, who, althongh attached to 
the light compftny thronghont, had the paying of the seventh, and 
aaid, " Sir, the mule and camp-kettles are lost, bnt aa I^ am the onlj 
" man of the compaoj left, it is not of much conaequenofl." 
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11812 which title was conferred upon him after the victory of 
Salamanca, issued an order desiring that the men, fit for 
aervioe, of the second battalion of the 44th, which was so 
reduced in numbers, should be formed into four companies, 
and the remaining six sent to England. The battalion at 
this period (a draft of forty-four non-commissioned oiScers 
and men having recently arrived from England) consisted of 
thirty-sis sergeants, twenty drummers and three hundred 
and ninety-nine rank and file, but only one hundred and 
thirty of the latter were reported " fit for duty," the 
remainder, with the exception of nineteen " on command," 
being sick or wounded. 
1813 Accordingly, six companies, consisting of sii officers, 

I twelve sei^eanta, twelve drummers, and, fifty-four rank and 

file, embarked at Lisbon on the 13th of February, 1813, and 
arrived at Portsmouth on the 24th of that month. The four 
companies remaining on service in the Peninsula, consisting of 
twelve officers, nineteen sergeants, ten drummera, and three 
hundred and eleven rank and file were incorporated with four 
companies of the second battalion of the 30th Begiment, 
similarly left, and together numbered the fourth provisional 
battalion. These two corps being thrown so much together 
in Spain, were almost like one regiment. During its servics 
in that country the second battalion of the 44th was known 

>as the " Little Fighting Fours," from its being a hard-fighting 
corps, and the men of small stature. 
In the summer the second battalion of the 59th Regiment 
having joined the fifth division, it relieved the provisional 
battalion, which proceeded to England. The four companias 
embarked at Lisbon on the 15th of June, and arrived at 
Portsmouth on the 13th of July. 

The second battalion was subsequently authorized to 
bear the word " pEfJiNSUui " on its colour and appointments. 
It was not destined, however, to remain any length of time 
at home, for in the short space of about four months, and 
after recruiting its ranks, the battalion embarked for Holland, 
as part of the force under Lieut. -General Sir Thomas Graham, 
K.B. During its short stay in England, the battalion was 
stationed at Horsham, and afterwards at Brighton and 
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[ Steyning: here the battalion furnished the guard for the 181S 
Prince Regent. It embarked at Ramsgate on the 29th of 
November, 1813, mustering about five hundred men, under 
the command of Lieut. -Colonel the Hon. George Carleton, 
and landed at Tholen, in Zeeland, on the 17th of December, 
1813. The first brigade, under Major-General Skerrett, was 
composed of the second battalions of the 37th, 44th, and 
69th Regiments. 

A forward movement upon Antwerp, at the request of 1814 
the Prussian General, Bulow, was made to favour hia 
operations, and that place was accordingly bombarded by the 
British forces on the 13th of January, 1814. 

The winter was intensely cold, and the duties in the 
trenches before Antwerp were severely felt. Lieut.-General 
Sir Thomas Graham (afterwards Lord Lynodoeh), on making 
a reconnaissance of that place, was attacked by a body of 
French troops Ht MeTxem, on the 13th of January, but the 
battalion (though employed on this duty) did not suffer any 
loss on the occasion. An attack on the village of Merxrm, 
where the enemy was strongly posted, was made on the 2nd 
of February, but the battalion sustained no caaualtieB. 
Afterwards the British troops were employed in constructing 
a breastwork and battery. On the 3rd of February, several 
pieces of heavy ordnance opened upon the city of Antwerp, 
and on the French shipping in the Scheldt ; the cannonade 
was continued until the 6th, when General Bulow having 
received orders to march southward to act with the grand 
army of the allies, it became necessary to relinquish the 
attack on Antwerp, and the British retired towards Breda. 
In the list of casualties from the 3rd to the 5th of February, 
Euaign Alexander Reddock, of the 44th was reported as 
slightly wounded. The second battalion was stationed near 
Wouw, until about the end of February. 

In the beginning of March the battalion again moved 
towards Antwerp, and was employed on the night of the 8th 
of that month in the attempt tu carry by a couple-main, the 
strong fortress of BergetirOji-Zomn. The battalion formed 
part of the fourth column, commanded by Brigadier-General 
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1814 Gkire, and Lieut. -Colouel the Hon. George Carloton,* of the 
44th. The column consisted of the 44th, three hundred ; 
flank compaaies of the 21st and 3Tth, two hundred ; Rojala, 
aix hundred ; in all, one thousand one hundred men. Major- 
GeneralSkerrettand Brigadier-General Gore both accompanied 
the fourth and right column, which was the first to force its 
way into the body of the place. The two columns told off 
for the assault were directed to move along the ramparts, so 
as to form a junction as soon as possible, and having cleared 
them, then to assist the centre column, or to force open the 
Antwerp Gate. An unexpected difficulty about passing the 
ditch on the ice having obliged Major-General Cooke to 
change the point of attack, a considerable delay ensued, and 
the left cohunn did not gain the rampart until halt-past 
eleven. Meanwhile, the fall of Brigadier-General Gore and 
Lieut. -Colonel the Hon. George Carleton, and the dangerous 
wound of Major-General Skerrett, depriving the right column 
of its proper leaders, it fell into disorder, and suffered great 
loss in killed, wounded, and prisoners. The centre column, 
which was driven back, formed again, and advanced to effect 
a junction with the left column on the ramparfa. At 
daylight the besieged turned the guns on tlie British, who 
were without protection on the outworks, and the officers 
and men that had penetrated the works were forced to 
surrender prisoners of war; this measure was adopted by 
Major-General Cooke as, there being no prospect of relief, a 
further continuance of the contest would only have caused a 
fruitless waste of hfe. 

• When the regiment waa id HoUanii, Li eat. -Colonel Cftrleton, 
aa a oomplinieDt, hiid two CoBaaoks attached to him aa orderlies. 
On one occoalun the; were billeted with Captnin Power, of the 
regiment, who, of course, was entitled to the best room. To eecare 
this for hia o>ni family, the master of the lianse took to bis bed 
apparently sick. These CoaaBcks were eating, drinking, and amoking 
all day ! and in the erening one ot tham went with a large wisp of 
lighted straw to feed the boraes. Some of the inmates ran to the 
patient in alarm, exclaiming that the foreignera were bnraing the 
honae down. The aick man thereupon joraped out of bed to aee what 
was the matter, upon which the other Coaeack, with apore, boots, 
and elothee, immediately took the unoccupied place, thus seouriuf; it 
for the night for himself and comrade. 
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The 44th, with the right i^olumn, had succeeded in 1814 
forcing ita way into the town, and had occupied nine hoBtions 
of the fortress, its colours being the first displayed on the 
ramparts. Captain Bumey, of the 44th, who acted aa 
brigade-major to Lieut. -Colonel Hon. G. Carleton, was the 
first who Bcaled the wall. By the aid of two sergeants' pikes, 
the croBS-bars of which were placed so as to give him a 
footing, he forced himself through the fraise, or palisading, 
at the salient angle of bastion (No. 15) ; one of the colours 
of the 44th was then thrown up to him, and displayed by him 
on the rampart. The column being unable to follow for 
want of ladders, he was ordered to throw down the colour 
again, and to assist the column in its entrance by a dyke, 
towards which the guides were leading; this dyke passed 
through an arched passage four feet high, beneath the 
rampart, and was the water communication between the 
ditch and the canal within the town ; the iron bars at each 
end of the passage having been removed by the towns- 
people who were friendly to the British, Captain Bumey 
accordingly went round by the rampart, the sentry at that 
point having made off, and meeting the men as they entered, 
formed up a party of different corps, and drove back the 
enemy's main guard. The column then forced its way along 
the ramparts towards the other points of attack, but being 
soon without a leader to direct it, owing to the fall of Generals 
Skerrett and Gore and Lieut.-Colonel Carleton, — Brevet 
Lieut, -Colonel Hardinge of the 44th being also wounded, — 
it separated into parties in the different bastions, the 44th 
in several, under various captains of the regiment, and turned 
the guns upon the town. The inhabitants were in favour of 
the British, yet owing to the want of nerve on the part of the 
guides, the columns of the other points of attack were behind 
their time : the garrison rallied, recovered possession of the 
gates, and repulsed the columns that had not yet entered, 
The parties still within the walls, attacked in their bastions, 
and fired on from the windows of the opposite houses, 
suffered severely, and at daybreak were ordered by Major- 
Geoeral Cooke to lay down their arms and surrender, 
permission being given to Captain Bumey, with the colours, 
Captain Guthrie, and a few other officers and men of th« 
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1814 44th, to escape from the town, in consideration of their 
gaUantry and services during the night. 

The battalion suffered severely, Lieut.-Colonel the 
Honourable George Carleton and Ensign James Maxwell were 
killed ; Major George Hardinge (Brevet Lieut.-Colonel) was 
severely, though not dangerously, wounded, and taken 
prisoner ; Captain John Cleland Guthrie, slightly , Captains 
David Power and Thomas A. Ballard, severely, afterwards 
died of wounds (prisoners); Captain Thomas A. Dudie, 
severely; Lieutenant George Clark Beatty, slightly (prisoner); 
Lieutenants John O'Reilly and William Tomkins, severely 
(prisoners) ; Ensigns Henry Martin and Gillespie Dunlevie, 
severely : Adjutant William Henry Meade, died of wounds, 
and Ensign Benjamin Whitney, severely (prisoners). The 
latter officer was taken prisoner while planting the King's 
colour on the ramparts. Eleven sergeants, three drummers, 
and two hundred and five rank and file were taken prisoners, 
as also Captain George Crosier, Lieutenants Frederick 
Hemming, Ralph John Twinberrow, and Temple Frederick 
Sinclair. The return of killed and wounded of the 44th has 
not been preserved separately from the whole force employed; 
but in the monthly return, however, of the battalion of the 
25th of March, 1814, two sergeants, one drummer, and 
thirty-eight rank and file are reported as " dead" 

A soldier of the 44th, named McCullop, who had 
received nine hundred lashes within nine weeks, and on the 
night of the assault was a prisoner, begged to be released, 
saying he had never been out of fire when the regiment had 
been engaged since his joining, and although he knew that 
he was a bad soldier in quarters, yet he was a good one in 
the field. The man had his wish, and, being an excellent shot, 
managed to kill the first nine sentries that were met with : — 
he was killed, however, during the night. 

On the 28th of March, 1814, the second battalions of -the 
21st, 36th and 44th, and the 55th Regiment, were formed 
into the second provisional battalion ; and of the 44th, under 
Captain John Cleland Guthrie, mustered only twenty-one 
sergeants, thirteen drummers, and one hundred and seventy- 
two rank and file. 
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Peace was shortly afterward concluded. On the 4th of 1814 
April, Napoleon Bonaparte signed his abdication in favour of 
his son ; but this proposal being rejected, he subsequently 
renounced the throne of France and Italy for himself and 
heirs. Having selected Elba for his residence, that island was 
ceded to him in full sovereignty for life, with a pension 
payable from the revenues of France ; and by the treaty which 
was signed at Paris on the llth of April between the Allies 
and Napoleon, it was agreed that he should retain the 
imperial title during his lifetime. Ample pensions were also 
assigned to his relatives. 

On the 3rd of May, 1814, Louis XVIII. entered his 
capital, and re-ascended the throne of France, and on the 30th 
of that month, the general peace between that country and 
the allied powers of Austria, Russia, Great Britain, and 
Prussia, was signed at Paris. 

Meanwhile, the ofl&cers and men taken prisoners at 
Bergen-op-Zoom were released ; the 44th composed part of 
the second brigade of the second division, consisting of the 
second battalions of the 25th and 73rd, and the 55th 
Regiment. In August, the 44th formed part of the third 
brigade, under Colonel Macleod, consisting of the second 
battalions of the 35th, 44th and 78th, and the 54th Regiment, 
with a detachment of the 95th, now Rifle Brigade. 

The battalion occupied quarters in Ostend from May, 1815 
1814, until April of the following year, when events 
occasioned it to be again employed on active service, and to 
acquire its crowning triumph. During its stay at Ostend the 
battalion acquired the good-will of the inhabitants, who, for 
years after spoke of the ofl&cers and men in very gratifying 
terms.* 

Louis XVIII. at the beginning of the year 1815, seemed 
apparently firmly seated on the throne of France; but various 

* While the 4ith were at Ostend, a Prussian Bep^iment was 
quartered there, and the officers of the latter were invited to the 
mess of the British Regiment. The PrussiaDs kept on their swords 
during dinner, and on being invited to lay them aside, declined, 
saying it was contrary to orders, as they did not know bat that they 
might have to use them before quitting the room. 

o2 
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15 causes of discontent, ejtisted in that country. The army, 
long accustomed to war, still retained a chivalrous veneration 
for Napoleon Bonaparte, who waa kept acquainted with the 
state of the public mind, and this feeling of his former troops. 
On the evening of the 26th of February, he embarked at 
Porto Ferrajo, in the island of Elba, with about a thousand 
troops, of whom a few were French, and the remainder Poles, 
Coraicans, Neapolitans, and Elbese. With this motley band 
he landed at Cannes, in Provence, on the let of March, 1815, 
and the result proved that his calculations were correct. 
After being joined by the garrison of Grenoble, he proceeded 
to Lyons, and entered that city amidst the acclamations of 
" Vive VEmpereur !" from the soldiers and the people. The 
possession of the second city in France being thus obtained. 
Napoleon reassumed the dignity of Emperor, and continued 
his advance to Paris, which he reached on the 20th of March, 
hia progress having been one continued triuniph. 

In the meantime, Louis XYIII. had withdrawn from 
Paris toGhent, and Napoleon regained possession of the throne 
of France as Emperor ; however, the allied powers refused to 
acknowledge his sovereignty, and determined to effect his 
downfall, 

On the 11th of April, 1816, it was announced to the 
army in Flanders, that His Royal Highness the Prince 
Regent, in the name and behalf of His Majesty, had appointed 
Field-Marshal the Duke of Wellington, K.G., to be commander 
of His Majesty's forces on the continent of Europe ; and it 
was directed that the ninth British brigade of infantry should 
be composed of the third battalion of the 1st Foot, the 43nd, 
second battalion of the 44th, and the 93nd Regiment, under 
the command of Major-General Sir Denis Pack, K.C.R 

It had been a busy time for the 44th whilst stationed at 
Ostend, as, to save tide, it furnished fatigue parties night and 
day for landing horses, artillery, and stores of every des- 
cription for an army in the field. The transports came in sis 
at a time with one tide, and departed by the nest. As the 
tide left them dry on the sands, every thing that could not 
spoil was tutned overboard, and the 44th fatigue paities 
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carried them up out of the way of the next tide. The 1815 
transport being then light, was pulled over to the wooden 
jetty on the other side of the harbour, where the twgile 
stores which would have spoiled on the damp sanda were 
landed. The officers of the 44th were in billets at Ostend, 
but the men occupied a barrack near the rampart facing 
the sea. The battalion, on the 2oth of May, conaiated of 
thirty-two officera, forty-four aergeants, sixteen drummers, 
and four hundred and fifty-five rank and file, and was 
commanded by Lient.-Colonel Hamerton, 

Napoleon left Paris on the 1 2th of June, and endeavoured, 
by one of those rapid and decisive movements for which he 
had been so celebrated, to interpose his forces between the 
British and Prussian armies, and then attack them in detail. 
Information of this movement arrived at Brussels during the 
evening of the 15th of June, and the troops were immediately 
ordered to prepare to march. 

The fifth division*— under Lieut. -General Sir Thomas 
Picton — marched at daylight, on the 16th of June, and 
at about half-past two o'clock came within range of the 
enemy's artillery at some farm-houses denominated Let 
Quatre Sra», in front of Genappe, where the main road from 
Charleroi to Brussels is crossed by another from Nivellea to 
Namur, and which latter served as the British communication 
vith the Prussians on the left. 

Aa the British regiments arrived on the scene of action, 
they were instantly placed in position. The repeated charges 
of the French were repulsed, but a considerable loss was 
incurred, including his Serene Highness the Duke of 
Brunswick, who fell at the head of his troops. 

Captain Sibome — in his detailed " History of the War 
in France and Belgium in liJIS " — has depicted in glowing 

• The fifth division conaisted of a brigade commanded by Major- 
GeneraJ Sir James Kempt. K.C.B.— 2bth, 32nd, 79tli, and Both 
(Bifles) aegim ants —numbered fifth in reference to the whole of the 
infantry ; and a brigade commanded by Major-Gtnaral Sir Denis 
Pack, K.CB.— 1st (third battalion), 42nd, 44th (aecond battalion), 
uid SSad B«giineatB — nombered ninth ; and an Hanoverian brigade. 
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1815 and eloquent terms the attack of the French cavalry on the 
42nd Highlanders, and 44th Regiment — as will be seen by 
the following extract : — 

" If this cavalry attack had fallen so unexpectedly upon 
" the 42nd Highlanders, stiU less had it been anticipated by 
* * the 44th Regiment.* Lieut.-Colonel Hamerton — perceiving 
" that the lancers were rapidly advancing against his rear, 
"and that any attempt to form square would be attended 
"with imminent danger, instantly decided upon receiving 
" them in line, t The low thundering sound of their approach 
" was heard by his men before a conviction they were French 
" flashed across the minds of any but the old soldiers who 
" had previously fired at them as they passed their flank. 
" Hamerton's words of command were : — * Rear rank, right 
" about face ! * — * Make ready ! * (a short pause, to admit of the 
"still nearer approach 6i the cavalry) — * Present !' — *Fire !* 
" The effect produced by this volley was astonishing. The 
" men — ^aware of their perilous position — doubtless took most 
" deliberate aim at their opponents, who were thrown into 
" great confusion. Some few daring fellows made a dash at 
" the centre of the battalion, hoping to capture the colours, 
"in their apparently exposed situation; but the attempt, 
"though gaUantly made, was as gallantly defeated. The 
" lancers now commenced a flight towards the French position 
" by the flanks of the 44th. As they rushed past the left 
"flank, the officer commanding the light company J — who 

* " Meanwhile Pack's brigade — consisting of the Boyals, 42nd 
"44th, and 92nd, which here npheld their noble character — 
" succeeded, after an arduons conflict, in repulsing the enemy on 
" the left of the high road. The third of these regiments, (the 
" 44th) being suddenly assailed by lancers in rear, when engaged in 
" front, and having no time to form square, performed the astonish- 
" ing feat of receiving the cavalry vn line, and defeating it by a 
** single well-directed discharge of the rear rank, who faced about 
"for that purpose." — Alison's History of Europe. 

t This is regarded as the first instance of so noble a defence 
against French cavalry, and their entire rout by a regiment of 
British infantry in line. 

{ Lieutenant Campbell commanded the light company on 
Capt. Brugh and Lieutenant Orier being wounded. 
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"had very judiciously restrained his men from joining in the 1815 
"volley given to the rear — opened upon them a scattering 
" fire ; and no sooner did the lancers appear in the proper 
"front of the regiment, when the front rank began in its 
" turn to contribute to their overthrow and destruction. 

"Never, perhaps, did British infantry display its 
" chiracteristic coolness and steadiness more eminently than 
" on this trying occasion. To have stood in a thin two-deep 
" line, awaiting, and prepared to receive, the onset of hostile 
" cavalry, would have been looked upon at least as a most 
" hazardous experiment ; but, with its rear so suddenly 
"menaced, and its flanks unsupported, to have instantly 
" faced only one rank about — to have stood as if rooted to 
" the ground — to have repulsed its assailants with so steady 
"and well-directed a fire that numbers of them were des- 
" troyed — this was a feat of arms which the oldest or best- 
" disciplined corps in the world might have in vain hoped to 
" accomplish ; yet most successfully and completely was this 
"achieved by the gallant second battalion of the 44th 
"British Regiment, under its brave commander, Ldeut.- 
" Colonel Hamerton. 

" In this attack occurred one of those incidents which, 
" in daring, equal any of the feats of ancient chivalry ; which 
" make the wildest fables of the deeds of the knights of old 
" appear almost possible ; which cause the bearing of an 
"individual to stand out, as it were, in relief amidst the 
" operations of the masses; and which, by their characteristic 
"recklessness, almost invariably insm'e at least a partial 
" success. A French lancer gallantly charged at the colours, 
"and severely wounded Ensign Christie,* who carried one of 
" them, by a thrust of his lance, which, entering the left eye, 
"penetrated to the lower jaw. The Frenchman then 
" endeavoured to seize the standard ; but the brave Christie, 
" notwithstanding the agony of his wound, with a presence 
" of mind almost unequalled, flung himself upon it — not to 

* Promoted from Sergeant-Ma j or of the 44th, on the 26th 
November, 1812; his gallanty at Quatre Bras gained him his 
lieutenancy in the regiment on the 26th October, 1815. 
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I8IB "save himself, but to preserve the honour of his regiment. 
"As the colour fluttered in its tall, the Frenchman tore off 
"a portion of the ailk with the point of his lance ; but he 
" was not permitted to bear the fragment beyond the ranka, 
" Both shot and bayonetted by the nearest of the soldiers of 
"the 44th, he was borne to the earth, paying with the 
" sacrifice of hia life for his display of unavailing bravery." 

Captain Sibome, in a note on this circumstance, adds, 
"The part of the colour thus torn off by the French lancer, 
" is to this day in the possession of Major-General O'Malley, 
" C.B., then Lieut.-Colonel of the 44th Regiment,* to the 
"command of which he succeeded, on Lieut.-Colonel 
" Hamertonf being wounded at a later period of the battle. 
" The colours themselves are in the safe keeping of the latter 
"officer, whose decision, firmness, and bravery, on this 
"occasion, well entitle him to the guardianship of these 
" sacred and glorious relics of his gallant corps." 

As the British regiments, on their arrival on the field, 
were assailed by enemies advancing from different points, each 
regiment bad to fight independently, and, in many instances, 
to stand or fall by itself. 

Captain Sibome, who had made the battle of Waterloo 
the study of his life, as is shown by his admirable model, now 
to be seen at the Royal United Service Museum, thus describes 
a subsequent attack of French cavalry at Qvatre Sras: — 

" It was not long before the British battalions most in 
"advance were warned of the approach of hostile cavalry 
'* by the running in of their skirmishers ; and scarcely had 
" they foimed their squares, when (the batteriea respectively 

• Major-Ganeral George O'Malley, C.B,, died on the 16th 
May, 1843, The part of the oolonr was aubspquently presented to 
the regiment, and is iCiil praaerred as a, eacred relic. 

t Lient, -General Hamerton wag reaidiug at Dnblin when the 
regiment was quartered there in 1S45, He moat hospitably gave a 
ball to the officera of the corps, which he had led Co snch diatingniahed 
■errice. The glorioas colours of the old aecotid battalion were 
coQspioaons amongst the omatnenta of the room, and were quite the 
lions ot tho evening. He afterwanJa became General, and was 
appointed Colonel of the 55tb Regiment. General Hamerton. C,B., 
died at Tipperary, on the 2Sth January, 1S5S. 
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opposed to them having ceased their fire) a rushing sound 161B 
was heard through the tall com, which, gradually bendiflg, 
discloaed to their view the heads of the attacking columna; 
and now began a conflict wherein the cool and daring 
intrepidity with which the British infantry are acciuBtomed 
to defy the aaaaults of cavalry, was exemplified in e. 
manner that will ever reflect honour and glory upon 
the regiments to whose lot it fell, on this memorable field, 
to assert and maintain their country's prowess. A i-olling 
fire from the muskets of the 42nd Highlanders and 44th 
British regiment, given at a moment when the enemy's 
horsemen were almost close upon their bayonets, though 
most destructive in its effects upon their own immediate 
opponents, checked not the ardour and impetuosity of the 
general attack. These two diminutive squares, now 
completely surrounded by the French cavalry, seemed 
destined to become a sacrifice to the fury with which a rapid 
succession of attacks was made upon them ; no sooner was 
one squadron hurled back in confusion than another rushed 
impetuously forward upon the same face of a square, to 
experience a similar fate ; and sometimes different faces were 
charged simultaneously. A strong body of cuirassiers now 
passed the right flank of the two regiments, along the high 
road, with an evident inteution of making another attempt 
upon Quatre Bras." 

Sir Thomas Picton, seeing it was impossible to obtain 
support from the allied cavalry then in the field, and watching 
ansiously the contest maintained by the 42nd and 44th 
Eegimenta in their exposed situation, determined to aid the 
devoted squares, and as a substitute for cavalry assailed that 
of the enemy with some regiments of infantry. Accordingly, 
the third battalion of the Royals, and the first battalion of 
the 28th, advanced into the thick of the enemy's cavalry, 
formed squares, and the repeated charges were gallantly 
i-epulsed by them, supported by the 32nd Regiment. 

The Duke of Wellington in his despatch, giving an 
account of the action at Qwitre Bras thus alluded to the fifth 
division : — " The troops of the fifth division, and those of th« 
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1815 "Brunswick corps were long and severely engaged, and 
" conducted themselves with the utmost gallantry." 

Colonel Bumey, K.H., then Captain Bumey, 44:th, gives 
the following account of the night of the 15th June and the 
day following : — " There was a grand ball in BrussDls on the 
"15th June. I did not go for this reason: one of the 
" Quarter-Master-General's department was billetted in the 
" same house that I was : he rode in about four o'clock that 
"day, having been reconnoitring twenty or thirty miles in 
" front, with only one mounted man, and went straight to 
"the Duke of Wellington and delivered his observations. 
" On arriving at his billet, all was bustle. I found he had 
" ordered his servants to look well to his horses, and prepare 
"everything for a sudden move to the front. I took the 
"hint, packed my baggage and went early to bed. At 
" twelve o'clock that night, bugles were sounding and drums 
"were beating in every part of Brussels; people galloping 
" about in all directions ; the ball broken up, and the troops 
" collecting at the alarm posts of their regiments. The orders 
"were to draw three days' provisions, and to cook on the 
" spot if time would admit before advancing. The 44th were 
" drawing rations and ammunition till four o'clock, when they 
" had to march out of Brussels, pretty well fagged, having 
*' been accoutred since twelve. The regiment reached Quatre 
" Bras about one or two o'clock ; halted and ordered to cook. 
" The Duke of Brunswick with his dragoons lay on one side of 
" the road, the 44th on the other : we could distinctly hear 
"artillery. The Prussians were engaged, and several of 
" their wounded passed us saying — it would be warm work 
"in front, they had had enough of it the day before * * *. 
" Presently — * Fall in 44th' : cooking knocked on the head ; 
"all was excitement. The brigade advanced under Pack, 
" and when we reached a rise in the road, we discovered the 
" French army covering the country, and the Prussians hotly 
" engaged with them at a distance, as we advanced down 
"the slope. The French were inline, with skirmishers in 
"the fields of rye, which was about five feet high. We 
"advanced with the light company extended, but finding 
" that the French had the advantage of seeing us, and were 
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"picking off many, Colonel Hamerton called them in, and 1815 
" file firing commenced from each company, to clear the rye 
" as we advanced. After several movements, the 44th were 
"detached at double quick to a rising ground, where we 
" found the French cavalry had driven our artillerymen from 
" their guns, and had taken possession of but could not move 
" them, as the horses were gone ; many of our artillerymen 
" were sheltered under the guns. We wero in quarter 
" distance column, and soon put our men in charge of their 
"guns again. A Gennan regiment then came up, and the 
"44th rejoined their brigade. Soon afterwards the division 
" was in line on the plain : the roar of artillery was awful. 
" The French cavalry repeatedly charged, and we formed 
" squares : on the third occasion I was wounded." 

Captain Bumey was then carried to the rear, wounded 
in the head and leg. The achievement so graphically 
described by Captain Sibome occurred shortly afterwards. 

The Prussians had been attacked the same day (16th of 
Jxme) at Ligny, and were forced to retreat to Wavre, which 
caused the Duke of Wellington to make a corresponding 
movement, to keep up his communication with them. In 
the course of the morning of the 17th of June, the troops 
were withdrawn from Quatre Bras, and ultimately occupied 
a position in front of Waterloo, at a place named Mont St. 
Jean, without having been further molested in their march 
by the enemy than by his following, with a large body of 
cavalry, the cavalry under the Earl of Uxbridge, which 
afforded his lordship an opportunity of charging them. 

At the beginning of the memorable battle of Waterloo, 
which commenced about ten o'clock in the morning of the 
18th of June, the second battalion of the 44th, with the rest 
of Sir Denis Pack's brigade, was placed in support of some 
Belgian troops on the left of the main road to Brussels, and 
throughout the day was exposed to the fire of the enemy's 
artillery and sharpshooters. The left regiment (the 44th) 
was stationed on a knoll, in rear of the right of Best's 
Hanoverian brigade ; and the 92nd, 42nd, and the third 
battalion of the Royals, stood on the right of the 44th, 
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1815 Marshal Ney having been ordered to attack the farm- 

haiiBO of La Hayr. Satnte, advanced in force, and the brigade 

tof Belgians of Perponcher'H division, which formed the first 
line of infantry, gave way at the mere sight of the formidable 
French colamns, before they were within half-musket shot. 
Arrived in front of the British, a murderous fire commenced, 
fearfully thinning the nearest British division, which began 
to give way. Picton then ordered Pack's brigade — conaisting 
of the third battalion of the Royals, 42nd, the second 
battalion of the 44th, and the 92nd to advance. 
L Sir Archibald Alison, in his " History of Europe," 

I speaking of Sir Denis Pack's brigade at this point of the 

r battle, states, " that it advanced with a loud shout, and 

" poured in so close and well-directed a fire, that the French 
"oolumna broke and recoiled in disorder." 

While leading his division in this gallant charge, the 
noble Sir Thomas Picton received his death wound. "He 
fell gloriously," said his illustrious Commander, " leading bis 
" division to a charge with bayonets, by which one of the 
" moat furious attacks made by the enemy was defeated," 

Napoleon now directed his strongest efforts to crush 
the left and centre of the allied army, with the view to cut 
them off from the possibility of a junction with the Prussians, 
who were known to be approaching from that direction ; 
clouds of cavalry and of the far-famed Imperial Guard, 
supported by a numerous artillery, were hurled agiinst the 
regiments of Pack's and other brigades in this portion of the 
field, who were alternately thrown into square to receive 
them, and deployed into line as they drew off, the artilleiy 
opening fire. 

The assaults of the French troops were calculated to 
spread contusion through any army ; but, paralysed by the 
fierce determination of their opponents, the attacks of 
Napoleon's legions relased, and the Prussians at length 
effected a junction on the left to co-operate, 

It was towards evening that two Prussian oiEcers rode 
past, inquiring for the Duke of Wellington, and Blucber'a 
ootumiis began to appear moving upon the enemy's right, by 
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the road from Wavre. At this time the French made a 1815 
laat grand effort bj a general attack throughout the whole 
line, and the moment they were repulsed, the allied troopa 
advanced, drove them from every position, and forced them 
to seek safety in flight, leaving their artillery, and all the 
matiriel of an army, on the field. 

The iitii and other regiments were directed to desist 
from the pursuit and return to their original ground, which 
they did, giving three British cheers to the Prussian army. 
In this manner was achieved the Battle of Waterloo — the 
importance of which may be best estimated by the length- 
ened peace which ensued — and the memory of this eventful 
victory must ever survive as a proud monument of national 
glory and of British valour. 

A repeater watch was taken on the 18th at Waterloo, 
by Ensign Dunlevie, of the 44th. When the regiment had 
reformed line from square, a French cavaby oflicer found 
himself the sole representative of his squadron, and hemmed 
in between two lines of troops. Whereupon he threw offhia 
helmet, disguised himself in hie cloak, and, being splendidly 
mounted, charged the rear centre of the iith {first line), 
making a grasp at the colours. The sergeants called out, 
"here isa staff" officer, ope u out"; outhis, Ensign Dunlevie — 
who held one of the colours (and which the French ofGoer 
made a snap at as he rode through) — stabbed the horse in 
the stomach ; the animal staggered and fell about twenty 
yards in front ; Dunlevie and two soldiers hastened on, and 
the Frenchman was bayoneted, while disengaging himself, 
pistol in hand, from his saddle. His watch and gold chain 
fell into their hands, and were afterwards purchased by 
Lieut. -Colon el Burney for thirty napoleons, their original 
value ; the latter fact being discovered in the following 
manner : — Ensign Dunlevie subsequently took the repeater 
to the maker, in the Palais Royal, who referring to his book, 
said it bad only been bought two months since for the above 
sum by a captain of dragoons, whose family had dealt with 
him for forty years. Only half the purchase-money had 
been paid, and so the watch-maker placed it at once in the 
drawer as security for the balance. There being an order 
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1816 from the Duke of Wellington forbidding any disputes with 
the French, and Dunlevie not speaking the language fluently, 
asked the shopkeeper to compare the watch with his time. 
On regaining possession of the prize, he carried it oflf, coolly 
wishing the Frenchman " good morning."* 

At Quatre Bras the 44th Regiment lost 17 ofl&cers 
killed and wounded, namely: — Lieutenant William Tomkins 
and Ensign Peter Cooke were killed. The woimded 
were — Lieut. -Colonel John M. Hamerton, slightly ; Captains 
Adam Brugh, David Power, William Bumey,t and Mildmay 
Fane, severely ; Lieutenants Robert Russell, Robert Grier, 
and W. B. Strong, severely ; Lieutenant John Campbell, 
slightly ; Lieutenant William Marcus Heme, severely ; 
Lieutenant James Burke, slightly ; Ensigns James Christie, 
and Benjamin Whitney, dangerously ; James Carnegie 
Webster, and Alexander Wilson severely. Ensign Whitney, 
as at Bergen-op-Zoom, was again wounded in carrying the 
colour, and also received a severe bayonet woxmd at Waterloo. 

• Colonel McMahon, in hunting up the particulars regarding 
the Salamanca Eagle, met with an old pensioner at Chelsea Hospital, 
named Thomas Brooks, who formerly served in the 44th, and lost an 
arm at Waterloo. He belonged to Captain Bumey's company, 
No. 8, and was hit in five places while charging at Waterloo, at the 
close of the day. Brooks remembered the charge of the French 
officer at the colours, and the taking of the repeater above described. 

t Captain Bumey, who was severely wounded in the lej?, and 
dangerously in the head, relates that, as he was being carried off 
the field by two sei^geants, the Duke of Wellington and his staff 
passed by, when Captain Cole of the Horse Artillery, an old friend, 
stopped to take leave. Captain Bumey having fainted, the other 
thought all was over, and gave directions for his being buried in 
the next ditch. A few years afterwards. Captain Cole, at a ball at 
Portsmouth, on seeing his friend enter the room, rushed out, and 
enquired if an officer of the name of Barney was one of the guests. 
Finding this to be the case, there was a happy reunion with the 
" dead alive." 

Assistant-Sargeon Collins, after extracting the ball, put it into 
Captain Bumey 's pocket, having written on a piece of paper in 
pencil, that it had been taken from the head. The medical officers 
had all agreed that unless the ballet could be extracted, the sufferer 
must die mad. The ball, which was a little flattened, has been 
preserved as a precious relic. 
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On the 18th, Major George O'Malley (Brevet-Lieut.- 1816 
Colonel), slightly; Lieutenant James Burke, Ensign Benjamin 
Whitney, and Adjutant Thomas M'Cann, severely. 

The casualties in non-commissioned officers and men, 
from the 16th to the 18th of June, amounted to one-third 
of the strength of the regiment, namely, fourteen killed, 
and one hxmdred and fifty-one wounded: on the 16th, 
one drummer and nine rank and file killed ; and 
twelve sergeants and eighty-two rank and file woimded : 
on the 18th, four rank and file killed, three sergeants and 
fifty-four rank and file wounded. Ten of the wounded 
underwent amputation, and one hundred and twenty-five 
rejoined the regiment. The killed and died of wounds 
amounted to twenty-one non-commissioned officers and men. 

Both Houses of Parliament most enthusiastically voted 
their thanks to the army "for its distinguished valour at 
Waterloo ;" and the 44th, and other regiments engaged, were 
permitted to bear the word "Waterloo" on their colours 
and appointments.* 

In acknowledgement of the services which the army 
performed in the battle of Waterloo, and the actions 
immediately preceding it, each subaltern, non-commissioned 
officer, and soldier present, was permitted to coimt two 
years' additional service, and silver medals were conferred 
on all ranks, bearing on one side an impression of His Royal 
Highness the Prince Regent, and on the reverse the figure 
of Victory, holding the palm in the right hand, and the 
olive branch in the left, with the word " Welungton " over 
its head, and "Waterloo, Jime 18, 1815," at its feet. 

The following officers of the 44th were awarded the 
Waterloo medal : — 

Lieut-Colonel, — John MiUet Hamerton. 
Major, — George O'Malley (Bt. Lieut.-Colonel). 

* On the 26th Jnly, 1816, after the second battalion had been 
disbanded, the 41th was permitted to bear the word " Waterloo" on 
its regimental colour and appointments, in conseqnence of the 
indistgnished oondnct of the late second battalion in that battle. 
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1815 CaptaiTu. 

Joha Jessop (Major). | William Burnay 

Adam Brugh. Mildmay Fane. 

Darid Power. j 
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LuutenanU. 

John Campbell, t 
Nich. Toler Kingaley, 
JameB Burke. 
Hemry Martin. 
William Marcus Hem. 
Alexander Reddock. 



I 



Robert Rusaell. 
Ralph John Twinberrow. 
Robert Grier.* 
William Tomkins (killed 

16 June). 
William Burrough Strong. 

James Christie. I Peter Cooke(killedl6June 

Benjamin Whitney. James Carnegie Webster. 

Oillespie Dunlevie. I Thomas A. Sinclair. 

Paymaster. — James Williams. 

Adjutant. — Thomas McCaan (Ensign) 

Qitarter^master. — Henry Jones. 

Sfirgeon. — Oliver Halpit. 

. , ^ ^ „ f John Collins 

AH^»tant Surgeon,, j^jn;^ u,^^_ 

• There was a dog belonging to Lienteoftnt Grier, whioh was a 
great farnurite with the reg[meiit ; it waa pupped in tba Feuinsala, 
and may therefore be regarded aa an old caoipaii^er. The officer 
WM a lieutenant in the ligbt compfUiv, and the laat time he was 
Been by Colonel Barney was in a room at Brussela woanded, witb 
hia faiChfal canine compaaioD, atao wounded, beHids him. 

t Lientenant Campbell commanded the light oompany , and bia 
(atheTi Lien t. -General Archibald Campbell, hajl acoompanied the 
Duke from Brussels to Waterloo, on a Bniall grey pony, as a apectator. 
He remained in rear of the company with ibe feeliug of backinti his 
Bon in the performance of hia duty, beinjf aniiona that ha Bhoold 
diBtingmah himgelt. The balls Qying about, and men fulling rapidly, 
made ttieaoD equally aniioita torthe safety of hia father; he implored 
him to go, as while he was present, it waa impoBsible to perform hia 
duty, or keep hia eyes from him. The old general saw the neceuity 
of oomplyinf with hia Bon'a wi«heB, and at ouoa rejoined the Duke. 



Major Fountain Elwio, Captains John Qeland Guthrie, 1816 
and Gearge Crozier, Lieuteiianta George Newberry and 
Robert Peacocke, were detained at Ostend as niembera of a 
general court-martial, the proceedings of which had to be 
approved at head-quarters before they could Beparate. 
Brevet Lieut. -Culone! Gregory wae commandant at Ostend, 
Lieutenant Frederick Hemming was acting engineer there, 
and Lieutenant Temple Frederick Sinclair was town adjutant. 
All these ofBcers, therefore, in consequence of being employed 
on other duties, were prevented from gaining the Waterloo 

Lieut.-Colonel John Millet Hamorton, and Brevet Lieut.- 
Colonel George O'Malley were appointed Companions of the 
Most Honourable Order of the Batb, on the 22nd of June, 
1815, and Captain Adum Brugh was promoted brevet-major, 
to bear date from the 18tli of that month. 



On the 19th of Juno the allied army i 
triumphant pursuit of tbe French towards Paris, in the 
neighbourhood of which city the battalion encamped on the 
3rd of July, without having been employed on any aflair of 
consequence during the march. 

The following General Order waa issued by the Duke 
of WeUington on the 4th of July ; — 

" The Field Marshal has great satisfaction in announcing 
" to the troops under his command,' that he baa, in conceit 
" with Field Marshal Pr nee Blucher, concluded a military 
"convention with the Commander-in-Chief of the French 
"army near Paris, by which the enemy is to evacuate 
" S^ Denis, St. Ouen, Clichy, and Neuilly, this day at noon, 
"the heights of Mootemarte to-morrow at noon, and Paris 
" next day. 

"The Field Marshal congratulates the army upon this 
" result of their glorious victory. He desires that the troopa 
" may employ the leisure ot this day and to-morrow to clean 
" their arms, clothes, and appointments, as it ia his intention 
"that they should pass him in review." 

Louis XVIII. entered Paris on the 8th of July, and waa 
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1816 once more reinstated on the throne of France. Napoleon 
Bonaparte having fled to the south of France, surrendered 
himself a prisoner, on the 15th of July, to Captain Maitland, 
commanding the " Bellerophon," Britieh ahip of war, and the 
island of St. Helena was afterwards appointed for his 
reBidence. 

While in camp near Paris, the British army was 
reviewed by the Emperors of Austria and Russia, and other 
soTereigns in alliance with Great Britain. 

Early in December the battalion marched from 
Mootmartre, for Boulogne, where it arrived in the middle of 
December. 

Prior to the removal of the battalion from Paris, the 
following General Order was issued ; — 

'■ Head Quarters, Paris, 30th Nov., ISIS. 

" Upon breaking up the army, which the Field Marshal 
" has had the honour of commanding, he begs leave again to 
" return thanks to the General Officers, and the officers and 
"troops, for their uniform good conduct. 

" In the late short but memorable campaign, they have 
"given proofs to the world, that they possess, in an eminent 
"degree, all the good qualities of soldiers, and the Field- 
" Marshal is happy to be able to applaud their regular good 
"conduct in their camps and cantonments, not less than 
"when engaged with the enemy in the field. 

" Whatever may be the future destination of those brave 
" troops of which the Field-Marshal now takes his leave, he 
" trusts that every individual wUl believe that he will ever 
"feel the deepest interest in their honour and welfare, and 
" will always be happy to promote either. 

" (Signed) E. Barnes, 

" Adjutant -General." 

1816 In the beginning of January, 1816, the battalion 

embarked at Calais for England, and by the IStb of that 
month the whole had arrived at Dover. 
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Prior to embarkation the newa of the intended disband- 1816 
meut of the second battalion of tho 44th had reached Calaie, 
from which place the following memorial was addressed by 
the officers to His Royal Highness the Commander-in-Chief. 

"To Field-Marshal His Royal Highmm the Ihike of 
" York, Commander-in-Chief, &c., o&c, dec. 

" The memorial of the several officers now doing duty 
"with the second battalion of His Majesty's 44th Regiment 
" of Foot, 

" Most humbly and respectfully showeth, 

"That it is with feelings of the deepest regret they 
observe by the public papers, that the second battalion of 
their regiment has been ordered to be disbanded from the 
25th ultimo, and as they observe that an arrangement has 
been made sanctioning the continuance of several other 
second battalions, at a reduced number of companies, your 
memorialists, impressed with the highest sense of your 
'Royal Highneas's wish and ardent desire to reward the 
■ meritorious, are emboldened to oall your attention to the 
service of their corps. 

"The second battalion of the 44th Regiment has been 
about twelve years in existence, six of which it has been 
actively employed in the Peninsula, France, Holland and 
the Netherlands. It distinguished itself in the assault of 
Badajoz, where it suffered a loss of one-half its nmubers, 
and where its colours were the first planted on the bastion 
of that fortress. It was also engaged in the affair of 
Fuentes d'Onor, as well as at Cadiz, and actively shared 
the dangers and glory of the battle of Salamanca, where 
the regiment captured one of the enemy's eagles. In the 
retreat from Burgos it was in the fifth division, which 
covered the retreat of the army, and on the 25th October 
of that year, was engaged with the enemy from dayhght in 
the morning to twelve at night, defending and holding the 
village of Muriel, which afforded the army an opportunity 
of effecting its retreat ; and in all those affairs, the conduct 
of the second battalion 44th Regiment was such as to 
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1816 "induce the several geuerals commanding to express their 
"s'^nso of its meritorious conduct in their general xjrdars. 
" After this the regiment returned to England a skeleton, 
"and was again recruited under the command of the 
"Uto Honourable Lieut.-Colonel Carleton, and embarked 
"with that officir for Holland in the short space of four 
** months. It was, in a very h r 1 winter, actively employed 
"at Merxem, and in the trenches before Antwerp, endeav- 
"ouring to effect the destruction of the enemy's fleet, and 
" soon after distinguished itself in the storming of Bergen-op- 
" Zoom, and occupied nine bastions of that fortress ; the 
" regiment has, lately, been engaged in the ever-memorable 
" battles of Waterloo, where, for its number of men, its loss 
" was as great and as severe as that of any corps in the army. 

" Your Memorialists having detailed the leading 
"features of the services of their second battalion, they 
"cannot, without severe and poignant grief, take leave 
"of the colours under which they have so successfully 
" fought and sa severely bled (about seventy officers having 
" been killed or wounded), and they had fondly entertained and 
"cherished the hope to the last moment that the arrange- 
"ments of the public service might have saved the sacred 
" remains of their standards— the ^Egis of their gallantry — 
"from oblivion. The confidence they have in your Royal 
"Highnesses protection still keeps alive that hope; and 
" though the several individuals who come within the pale 
"of reduction — the generality of whom have borne the 
"fatigues, the dangers, and supported the glory of their 
" corps — feel satisfied that, as the public service admits of it, 
" they will be hereafter brought in from the half-pay list ; 
" still they most earnestly and respectfully implore your 
"Royal Highness to continue on the establishment of the 
"army as many companies of the second battalion 44th 
" Regiment (if but two) as will keep it in existence, and as 
" will give protection to those colours under which, it is 
"hoped, the regiment may in future ages fight and 
"distinguish itself. Your Memorialists, in conclusion, beg 
" to say, they are the more forcibly induced to submit the 
"foregoing, and to solicit this request of jour Royal 
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"Highness, from the positive circumstance that the second 1816 
" battalion of the 44th Regiment is the only second battalion 
"of the army which served at Waterloo, and which is 
" named for total reduction. 

** The foregoing is most respectfully submitted. 
" Calais, 4ih January, 1816" 

This memorial was signed by the officers doing duty 
with the second battalion, and the following is the reply 
received from the Military Secretary : — 

Horse Gtiards, 22nd January, 1816, 

"Sir, I have received and laid before the Com- 
" mander-in-Chief your letter of the 4th instant, and its 
"enclosed Memorial from the officers doing duty with 
"the second battalion 44th Regiment, praying, for the 
"reasons therein assigned, that the corps should not be 
"included in the reductions rendered necessary by the 
" termination of the war. 

"I have His Royal Highnesses commands to assure 
"you, and the officers whose Memorial you forward, 
"that he is strongly impressed by the merits and im- 
"portant services which have distinguished the second 
"battalion of the 44th Regiment, and he sincerely regrets 
"that an impartial consistency with the principle adopted 
"for regulating the reduction of second battalions must 
" preclude the possibility of any exemption being granted in 
" favour of that corps. 

" Were it possible to execute with general satisfaction 
"to the army or advantage to the public service the 
" invidious principle of retaining corps on the establishment 
"according to an estimate of their merits and services, 
"the second battalion of the 44th Regiment would 
" certainly have every fair claim to favourable consideration ; 
" but as such a principle (besides other insuperable reasons) 
" would have been at variance with the views to efficiency 
" which have alone regulated the selection of second 
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1816 " battalions that are to be kept up for a time, to supply the 
"force required for the defence of the empire, that corps 
"necessarily and imavoidably came within the scale of 
"reduction, from its appearing that, after completing the 
"first battalion (three himdred and nine rank and file) it 
"would not, in fact, have any effective men upon the 
" establishment, to justify its being retained. 

" I have, &c., 
"(Signed) H. Tobbens. 

" Lieut-Colonel ffamerton, 

" Commanding Second Battalion 44.tk Regiment J^ 

The second battalion was accordingly disbanded* at 
Dover on the 24th of January, 1816, the officers receiving 
full-pay to the 24th of March following; the whole of the 
men fit for service — consisting of fifty-one sergeants, twenty- 
two drummers, and seven hundred and eighteen rank and 
file— were transferred to the first battalion. 

* The officers of the second battalion, on ^ being disbanded, 
had the silver plate of their mess converted'.ffaii^ a very handsome 
Bonp tnreen, ^hich they presented to their b#6ther officers of the 
first battalion. This, and Captain Fyffe's snnff-mall before alluded 
to, were fortunately left behind by the corps when it marched 
to Cabul in 1840, and are still in the officers' mess. 
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SBEVICES OF THE REGIMENT. 

Continued from Paqb 53, 



On the 28th of January, 1820, Liewt. -General Gore 1820 
3 was appointed Colonel of the 44th, in succeasion to 
General John, Earl of Suffolk, deoeaaed. New colours were 
shortly afterward presented to the regiment. 

In January, 1822, the 44th proceeded from Athlone to 1822 
Dublin, and occupied the Royal Barracks. Early in April, 
the regiment, having been placed under orders for India, 
was moved to Chatham, and, on the 7tb and 8th of June 
foUowing, embarked at Gravesend, under the command of 
Colonel Morrison, in the Honorable East India Company's 
ahips " Winchelsea," " Warren Hastinga," and " Doraetahu-e," 
for Calcutta. The strength of the regiment consisted of 
thirty-seven officers and sis hundred and tlurty-eight non- 
commissioned officers and men. It was disembarked at 
Calcutta between the Ist and 20th of November, and 
marched to Fort William ; here one hundred and ninety 
volunteers, from corps about to return to England, 
considerably raised the strength of the regiment, and on the 
26th of December it mustered eight hundred and nineteen 
non-commissioned o£Gcera and men, nine casualties having 
occurred since its arrival. 

On the first of July, 1823, the headquarter division, 1823 
consisting of five companies, proceeded from Fort Wil- 
liam to Dinapore, where it arrived on the 16th, 17th, 
and 18th of August, Eight men were unfortunately 
drowned by the upsetting and sinking of nine boats in 
a storm, while on a passage up the Ganges. On another 
occasion, on this passage, a fire broke out in the leading 
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1823 boat of the fleet, whilst moored for the night at the bank 
of the river. The wind blowing down stream, the fire 
spread rapidly along the line of boats, and besides doing 
other damage destroyed the whole of the band instruments, 
and music of twenty years* collecting. The Regiment was, 
in consequence of this accident, deprived of its band 
for a year. 

Already the regiment had suffered severely from the 
climate af India ; at one time seventeen officers were laid 
up with fever, and Major John Cleland Guthrie, Captain 
Philip O'Kielly, and Lieutenants Ralph John Twinberrow 
and William Sargent, died at Calcutta, between November 
• 1822 and June 1823. 

The left wing arrived at Dinapore on the 22nd of 
September, and landed on the following day, having quitted 
Fort William on the 8th of August. During the remainder 
of the year the 44th continued at Dinapore, under the 
command of Colonel Morrison, C.B.* 

1824 The right wing embarked in boats at Dinapore on the 
31st of March, arrived at Bogwangola on the 12th of April, 
and reached Berhampore on the 21st and 22nd of that 
month ; the left wing, under Major Carter, proceeded by 
water to Fort William. On the first of June the head- 
quarters were removed to Fort William, the five companies 
which had been stationed there having been ordered to 
Chittagong, where, in consequence of war having been 
declared against the court of Ava, a force was being 
assembled. Colonel Morrison, of the 44th, was appointed 
to command this force, with the rank of Brigadier-General. 
Another officer of the regiment. Colonel John Henry Duukin, 
C.B., was also appointed to the command of a brigade on the 

• It may not be altogether without interept here to record that 
there was at this time serving in the rpgiment an Ensijirn Kdward 
Gilbert, who had been promoted from the nnks for service duringf 
the Iflte war. be died in India in lt^24, leaving a widow and 
an infant daughter: the latter in course of time married an oflBcer 
of tha Indian Army, bat was Reparated from her husband, and 
became afterwards celebrated under the assumed name of 
«« Lola Montez." 
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Sylhet frontier. The right wing, under Captain William 1824 
Barney,* embarked at Fort William for Chittagong on the 
26th of November, and the regiment was altogether on the 
17th of December. 

The force which had been assembled at Chittagong, 
under Brigadier-General Morrison, consisted of eleven 
thousand men, and comprised the 44th and 54th Regiments ' 
of the line ; the 26th, 42nd, 49th, and 62nd, Bengal Native 
Infantry ; 2nd Light Infantry battalion ; the 10th and 16th 
Madras Native Infantry ; the Mug levy, and a body of local 
horse, w.th artillery and pioneers. The object in view was 
to take possession of the province of Arracan, and to reach 
the upper part of the Irrawaddy, in the vicinity of the 
capital, by a route across the chain of hills forming the 
western boundary of that river. 

Meanwhile the army under Brigadier-General Sir 
Archibald Campbell, K.C.B., had proceeded to carry out 
the design of occupying Rangoon and the country at 
the mouth of the Irrawaddy. By the end of the year 1824 
several actions had taken place with the Burmese, and some 
important provinces had been captured. 

At this period of the war the force under Br'gadier- 1825 
General Morrison moved forward to effect a junction with the 



• Afterwards Colonel Burney. K.rT. ; he served for many years 
with the regiment, and tnnoh valuable information was obtained 
from liini for thio record, in which his serx it'es appear in the order 
of data. During this Burmese cimpiign ho was present at the 
attack of the l*adawa Pass, the fortified positions of Maliattee, 
storming the stockades and hills near Arracan, and capture of that 
city and its works. He led the advance in the latter operations on 
the 1st April, 1825. After quittiig India in a most impaired st>Jte 
of health, from repeated attacks of fever, and the climate ao'in«r on 
the wound in his head received at Qaaire Bras, he vas removed in 
1821 to the 7oth Begimcnt. In 1831. he was appointed to the coni- 
m ind <»f the Cape Mounted Biflemen, and was employed as second 
in command of the cavalry division, daring the war against the 
Ca£fres. He received the war medal wich <*lasp for Fuentesd'Ouor, 
and the Waterloo, Biumese, and Cape medals. 
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1825 army at Rangoon. The troops left Chittagong early in 
January, 1825 ; some regiments proceeded by sea^ others in 
boats sJong the coast, but the 44th, under the command of 
Major Carter, went by land, and on the 25th of that month 
was encamped at Ramoo, the stockades of which place were 
stormed. An attack was also made on Ramree on the 3rd 
of February. The enemy was driven at the point of the 
bayonet from all his intrenched positions, and was compelled 
to take shelter in his usual place of resort, the jungle, from 
which he kept up a galling fire until dislodged by the 
advancing troops. It being found that the jungle was so 
dense as to be impenetrable, and that it was moreover lined 
by the enemy, who had opened a fire upon the rear, orders 
were given to return to the boats, and the force was 
re-embarked by six o'clock in the evening. No loss was 
sustained on this service by the 44th Regiment. 

In consequence of the inclemency of the weather the 
troops were compelled to put back to Mungdoo, but on the 
the evening of the 23rd of February they again sailed in 
transports (having previously been embarked in gunboats) 
for Arracan River, where they anchored in the evening of the 
26th of that month. On the 5th of March they were 
disembarked, and commenced their advance upon Arracan. 
In about three weeks the 44th arrived at Chabatta, within 
two miles of the enemy's position in the Padawa Hills. On 
the 25th of March boat and pontoon bridges were thrown 
across the Chabatta and Waibrang rivers, and in the 
evening a reconnaissance was made to ascertain the 
situation of the passes through the mountains, and the 
obstacles to be encoimtered. The natural difficulties were 
considerable, owing chiefly to the steepness of the ascents, 
and to the courses of deep tidal nullahs. On the 26th, at 
daybreak, operations were commenced to force the passes. 
After the advance had gained the summit of the hills, which 
were occupied by the Burmese in great force, the centre 
column moved to its left to attack a stockade, whilst the 
light infantry companies, keeping almost parallel with it, 
drove the enemy from several intrenched positions along the 
crest of the hills ; two rounds from the twelve-pounders 
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caused the abandoumeDt of the partly-fiiiiahed etockade, but 182fi 
the men who retired from it immediately occupied strong 
ground on the heighta above ; here the left column, from 
being compelled to diverge from the river, joined, and a 
smart fire was continued, until the grenadiers of the 44tfa 
Regiment and of the 49th Bengal Native Infantry began to 
afloend at two different points ; the enemy soon sought 
refuge in flight, and, taking advantage of the nature of the 
country, for a time escaped. 

The forward movement was continued, and the heads of 
the three columns, which had become united at the Jeejah 
river, no sooner debouched from the jungle than the enemy 
fled, and the troops reached, with little loss, the works that 
covered the fords of the Mahattee. Having thus forced the 
passes of the Padawa Hills, the ford was crossed on the 27th 
of March. As soon as a fog which concealed the enemy 
from view had dispersed. Major Carter, with three companies 
of the 44th, covered by the light company of the 54th, was 
directed to carry a small hill in front of the works, whilst 
the remainder of the force moved onward in quarter dis- 
tance column, with the artillery on the reverse flank. The 
enemy's position was well chosen, being situated on a 
peninsula, protected by a broad river, whose fords were only 
passable at nearly low water, the banks being steep, and 
thickly planted with sharp stakes. The defences consisted 
of deep intrenchments along the margin, with epaulments to 
protect them from enfilading Are ; in the rear were high 
conical hills, surmounted by pagodaa, and surrounded by 
intrenchments, like so many citadels, and appearing to be so 
occupied. 

Upon Major Carter's advance, a large intended reinforce- 
ment of the enemy was seen approaching, biit it did not 
remain long in sight, nor reach Mahatee. All opposition 
was very soon overcome, but it became necessary to halt on 
the 28th, in order to obtain information, and to enable the 
troops in the rear to come np. This was effected in the 
evening, when a partial reconnaissance of the position was 



The approach to Arraoan was across a narrow valley, 
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1825 bounded by a range of hills about four hundred feet in 
height, the summit being defended by a serias of stockades 
and a garrison estimated at nine thousand Burmese. 

An unsuccessful attack was made upon the place on the 
29th of March, and on the evening of the 31st Brigadier 
Richards, with a detachment, consisting of six companies of 
the 44th, three of the 26th, and three of the 49th Bengal 
Native Infantry, thirty seamen, and a like number of 
Gardner's dismounted horse, ascended a lofty range by a 
circuitous route, and succeeded in establishing himself on the 
summit, before the enemy detected the movement. On the 
following morning the Burmese were attacked in flank by 
this division, whilst they were assailed in front by the main 
bcKiy. Driven from each stockade, the enemy adandoned 
Arracan, and withdrew over the country between the city 
and the mountani, passing the latter by the Talak and 
Acng defiles. TLu ;, with trifling loss, was the first object 
gained, — the casualties in the 44th, from the 26th of March 
to the 1st Apr J, being limited to one sergeant and twelve 
men wounded. 

On the 7th of Apr'l, four comyjanies of the regiment, 
commanded by Captain John Shelton,* and consisting of 
Captain John Connor, Lieutenants Benjamin Whitney, t 

* Tliis officer, a terwrirds so intimately conneoted with tlm 44th, 
was I r )Tnote(l to tl»o rink of Major, on ilie 23th of April. 1825, — 
M;iji>r Adaui Brugh haviug died in Febmaiy, whilst ou passage to 
EDgland. 

t Lieutenant Whitney wns promoted to a companv in the 41<th on 
the 28th of April, 1825. He served a-* h v«.la iteer with t'le 4:<rd in 
t' e I'enins'iin, and was sevfr«'ly woan led when crossing the 
Moid9'/o. On t!ie 25tli of February, 1813, he wa?< appointed ensign 
in tliH 4Uh ; and served the cimpai'^n in Holland in 181 !•, with the 
Fc»C'»n«l Imttalion ; was present at both actions at Merxem, and 
h'jrhlv disti'gaished himself at Beri^en-op-Z -om, a id at Waterloo, a^ 
detaik'd in the foiegoint^ pages. Daring the first Mnnnese war, he 
was present at the storminir of the st'»eka les at Kanioo, Ramree, the 
i itrenthed positions on the Padawa Monn^ains, and at Mahattee. 
He nl-?o led the storminir party at the stockades on the heights 
of .Arrasan, and was present at, the si«ge and capture of that city ou 
the 2Uth, aoth, and 81st Maiub, and 1st April, 1826. This olficer 
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John Donaldson, and Thomas Robinson, Ensign Robert 1825 
Bradford M'Crea, and Assistant-Surgeon Richard Verling, 
M.D., twelve sergeants, four drummers, and one hundred 
and ninety-four rank and file, were sent to Ramree, an 
island about one hundred miles lower down the coast, — the 
country being of the same mountainous and jungly character 
as that already travelled over. From this exj)edition the 
troops returned about the middle of May, after having been 
at sea, or on shipboard, for nearly six weeks, during which • 
period only two men were lost, and those from disease. It 
was otherwise, however, with a company of the regiment 
consisting of Captain Thomas Mackrell, Lieutenant James 
Paton, two sergeants, one drummer, and fifty-fcur rank and 
file, which proceeded on the 1 2th of May, to take possess on 
of Talak, a small post situated at the foot of the hills, about 
thirty miles to the south-east, and to which the detachment 
proceeded, partly by inland navigation and partly by most 
fatiguing ^marches through a dense and swampy jungle. 
After suffering severely from fever, the detachment was on 
the 7th of June withdrawn, but not before several men had 
d:ed ; many more being besides lost to the service from the 
same malady, within a week or two after their return to 
head-quarters. 

Upon the monsoon setting in, fever began to augment, 
both in prevalence and seventy, and by the end of October, 
one hundred and forty-seven men had died. Some idea of 
the state to which the regiment was reduced may be fonned 
from the circumstances that, of the four hundred and twenty- 
seven men mustered with the 44th on the 25th of November, 
two hundred and three of whom were on the sick list, one 
hundred and seventeen died before the same day of the suc- 

was promoti'd major in the 1 4th foot (to which he had exchangerl) 
on the 25th of November, 1S3*^, and, in 1838, wldlst serving in the 
West Indies, commiinded the pc*iii'is<>DS of Brimstone Hill in the 
Leeward Islands, and in the foUo'A'ins; year th»t of Dorniniea. He 
was presented with a sword by the Revenue Board in Dublin, and 
received a letter of thanks from the Magistrates of the counties of 
Dablin, Kildare, and Wicklow. Major Whitnoy retired in 184C», and 
died iD 1862. He had received the Waterloo medal and that for the 
Burmese campaign of 1825. 
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1825 ceeding month, and two hundred and fifty-three of the 
survivors were in such a condition, that they had to be sent, 
upon landing, to the General Hospital at Calcutta.* 

When the fever first prevailed, the maximum range of 
the thermometer was from 90° to 93°, with light air and 
cloudless sky, a degree of temperature which, in a locality 
surrounded by hills, was very oppressive ; but the disease 
became even more prevalent and fatal when the weather 
got cooler. 

Under these sad circumstances, it became necessary to 
withdraw the troops, to prevent them all falling a sacnfice 
to the pestilential climate ; the regiment^ therefore, com- 
manded by Major Carter, left Arracan on the 1st of Decem- 
ber, and arrived at Fort William on the 16th of that month. 
Whilst on the voyage, about twenty cases of cholera broke 
out, most of which proved fatal. 

Li.eut.-Colonel and Colonel John Henry Dunkin, C.B., 
who was serving as brigadier on the Sylhet frontier, died at 
Dacca, on the 11th of November, and was succeeded in the 
Lieut.-Colonelcy by Major Carter. Lieutenants John 
Donaldson, Albert Grant Gledstanes (adjutant), Henry Dick 
Carr and James Paton, and Ensign Hemsworth Ussher, 
together with Brigadier-General Morrison, who had been 
compelled to leave in October, on account of ill-health, fell 
victims to the climate of Arracan. 

The 54th suffered in like manner with the 44th, and 
the appearance of the two regiments on their arrival at their 
respective Presidencies exhibited a melancholy instance of 
the baneful effect of the climate upon European constitutions. 
The number of deaths and sick exceeded even that of the 

* During the first four months of 1825, twenty -nine deaths 
occnrred, bnt during the remainder of the year, nntil December, 
two hundred and sixty-four men died, namely : — 



In June . . 24 
In July . . 30 
In August . . 84 



In September . 17 
In October . 42 

In November . 117 



-~v— 

264 



J 




Waloheren expedition, iu proportion to the Htrength of the 1825 I 
force. Nearly every soldier had to be immediately placed 
under hospital treatment, his chance of recovery resting 
mainly upon a speedy return to England ; numbers, how- 
ever, died before that remedy was available. Of those 
who left Arracan, scarcely one half were alive at the end 
of twelve months.* 

Whilst the regiment waa on its return to Calcutta, the 
Burmese forces had been driven from their strongly fortified 
positions ; this induced them to sue for peace ; but it being 
afterwards discovered that this was only a device to gain 
time to reorganise their troops for a more determined resist 
ance, hostilities were in the middle of January, 1826, 1826 
resumed, and on the Anglo-Indian forces appearing before 
Ummerapoora, after having again defeated the enemy, the 
King of Ava sent the ratified treaty, ceding a considerable 
portion of territory, aud agreeing to defray the eipenses of 
the war. 

In the General Orders issued on the 11th of April, 1836, 
upon the termination of the Burmese War, honourable 
mention was made of the troops under Brigadier-General 
Morrison ; after specifying the service of the army under 
Major-General Sir Archibald Campbell, it was added ; — 

" The Governor-General in Council cannot conclude 
these General Orders, espressive of his high approbation 
of the merits and services of the army under Majtjr- 
General Sir Archibald Campbell, without intimating, at 
the same time, his entire satisfaction of the conduct of the 
two divisions of British troops intended to penetrate into 
Ava from our north-eastern and south-eastern frontiers, 
aud also of the British force employed in the expulsion of 
the enemy from the country of Assam, 

• A pecnliar featura in the malady was the vomitiDB of diagust- 
ing norms, attributable to the worse than inferior quality of the 
floor, and provisioDB generally, issned as rations on the campaign. 
This was tally eBtablishad by the report of a medicul board ordered 
at Calcutta, to inquire into the caose of the excessive mortAlit; 
amongst the troops employed. 



104 HISTORICAL RECORD OF THB FORTY-FOURTH, 

1826 " The latter service — viz., the conquest of Assam — WM 

achieved by the force under Lieut.-Colonel A. Richards 
with the most complete success ; the capital, Rungpore, 
having surrendered on terms, and the Burmese troops 
having been entirely expelled from that country. 

" On the side of Cachar, physical difiBculties of an 
insurmountable nature having arrested, at its very outset, 
the progress of the army under Biigadier-General 
Shuldham, no opportunity was afforded to that army of 
displaying those qualities of courage, perseverance, and 
zeal wh cb the Governor-General in Council is satisfied it 
possessed in common w.th its more fortunate brethren in 
Ava. 

"Similar and no less impediments ultimately opposed 
the advance of the fine army under Brigadier-General 
Morrison, over the mountains of Arracan, into the valley 
of the Irrawaddy ; but the capture, by the detachment 
under Brigadier W. Richards, of the fort and heights of 
the capital of Arracan, afforded an earnest of what would 
have been eftected, had opportunities offered, by the judg- 
ment, prudence, and skill of the commanders and officers 
of that division, and by the valour, zeal, and intrepidity of 
the troops of which it was composed. The Governor- 
General in Council deeply laments the general sickness 
which attacked, and utterly disabled for further effective 
service, the south-eastern d vision of the army, and the loss 
of many brave officers and men, who fell victims to the 
noxious climate of Arracan. 

" In testimony of the high sense entertained by Grovem- 
ment of the services of the troops by whom the provinces 
of Assam and Arracan were conquered, the Governor- 
General in Council is pleased to order that the several 
Native corps who were employed in those countries shall 
respectively bear on their colours the words * Assam ' and 
*Arracan,* as the case may be, and His Majesty will be 
solicited to grant to the 44th and 54th Regiments the 
same distinction." 

" Assam " and " Arracan " were not authorised for the 
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^V King's troops, and the ■t4th and otJier Regiments of the line iggj 
^^1 had the word " Ava," in commemoration of the foregoing 
^H services, on their colours. When the retrospective war- 
^^B medal for Indian services waE anthorised, a clasp was granted 
^H for " Ava." 

^B On the 14th of January, 1826, the regiment proceeded 

from Fort WiUiam to Ghazeepore, where it arrived on the 
4th of April, and remained upwards of two years. 

In October, 1828, the 44th left Ghazeepore for Cawn- jggg 
pore, which it reached towards the end of November. 

During the following five years, the head-quarters \Ma 
remained at Cawnpore, but in December, 1833, the regiment j^ 
marched for Chinsurah. IB33 

The regiment arrived at Chinsurah in February, 1834, jgg^ 
and continued there until January, 1835, when it proceeded 1035 
to Fort WiUiam. 

During the year 1836, the regiment remained at Fort 1836 
William, but proceeded in January, 1837, to Ghazeepore, 1837 
and arrived at the station in the following month. It 
suffered much from cholera while quartered there, two 
hundred and fifty men dying within three months. 

The regiment remained at Ghazeepore until November, 1838 

11838, when orders were received to march to Kumaul, 
■where it arrived in January, 1839. 1839 

Shah Soojah-ool-Moolk having in August, 1839, been 
reinstated on the throne of Affghanistan, orders were issued 
in January, of the following year, for breaking up the 1840 
" Army of the Indus," and for the return of the troops to 
their several stations. A force had, however, to be left in 
Affghanistan, and some fresh regiments were ordered to pro- 
ceed from India as reinforcements and reliefs. 



I 



Amongst those selected was the44th Regiment, which was 
formed in brigade with the 5th and 54th Native Infantry, 
and numbered the third infantry brigade, Lieut. -Colonel 
John Shelton being placed in command of these corps, with 
the rank of Brigadier-General. 

Thus was the regiment and its commanding officer 
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1840 brought into connection with a land full of ancient memories, 
and wherein it was destined very soon to find its grave ; 
before this came to pass, however, opportunities were afforded 
the 44th of gaining an undying name, and although the 
sequel was unfortunate, the corps passed through an ordeal — 
trying as it imdoubtedly was — in a manner which has added 
to the renown of the British Army. 

In October, 1840, the regiment quitted Eumaul, 
reached Char-Deh, en route to Cabul, in December, and in 

1841 January, 1841, arrived at Jellalabad, a place soon to be 
rendered immortal in military history. 

The restoration of Shah-Soojah to the throne being a 
most unpopular measure with the six Sirdars of Cabul, the 
country was in a very disturbed state. No sooner had 
Brigadier Shelton arrived at Jellalabad, than he had to 
proceed to the Nazian Valley, to coerce a refractory tribe 
named the Sungho Khail. The force selected consisted of 
the 44th, under Lieut.-Colonel Mackrell, the 27th Native 
Infantry, a troop of horse artillery, a detachment of sappers 
and miners, and a portion of Shah-Soojah's cavalry and 
infantry. It marched from Jellalabad on the 21st of 
February, and three days afterwards nearly the whole of the 
forts (upwards of eighty in number), which studded the 
Nazian valley, eight miles in length, were captured. The 
valley is described as being particulary rugged, and frequently 
narrowing in with perpendicular and almost inaccessible 
heights. The services of the force were acknowledged in 
Government Orders, as having been performed with a degree 
of perseverance, daring, and exertion, highly creditable to 
the Brigadier, and the officers and men under his command.* 

Having eflfected the object of the expedition, Brigadier 
Shelton returned to Jellalabad on the 17th of March. On 
the 8th of May, the Brigadier having received intelligence 
that the family of the King, on its way to Affghanistan from 
India, was intercepted at the Indus by some refractory Sikh 
battalions, moved his brigade rapidly back through the 

* Brigadier Shelton received from Shah-Soojah for this service 
the second class of the Dooranee Order. 
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Khyber pass, surprised and dispersed them, and left the road 1841 
open for the King^s family to pass unmolested. The 
Brigadier then retraced his steps, and marched on to Cabul, 
where he arrived on the 9th of June, and was encamped at 
Seali Sung (Black Rock), near that city. 

The 44th remained in this encampment until October, 
without any occurrence of note, except that four companies of 
the regiment, under Major Scott, were sent in September 
with a force under Lieut .-Colonel Oliver, 5 th Native Infantry, 
to the Zoormut Valley, to coerce another refractory tribe. 
This object having been accomplished, the force returned to 
cantonments about the 14th of October. A crisis was how- 
ever approaching, and the government of the restored 
monarch became so unpopular, that the AiFghans resolved to 
effect the expulsion of the British, whose presence was 
naturally unwelcome to them. Major-General Sir Willoughby 
Cotton had been succeeded in the command of the forces in 
Affghanistan in April of this year by Major-General 
Elphinstone ; but this latter officer, although a most estimable 
man, was, unfortunately, from age and ill-health, imequal 
to the emergency, which required great decision of character 
and promptness of action. 

On the 1st of October the strength of the regiment at 
Cabul consisted of twenty-five officers,* thirty-five sergeants, 



• The officers of the 44th, 
Lieut.-Colonel Sbelton, com- 
manding third infantry bri- 
gade, as brigadier. 
Lieut.-Colonel Mackrell. 
Major Scott. 
Captain Swayne. 
M'Orea. 
Leigh ton. 

Robinson (brigade- 
major to third infantry bri- 
gade). 
Lieutenant Dodgin. 

„ Collins (promoted 

to an unattached company, 
on Jaly 16th, 1841). 
Lieutenant Evans. 



)) 



It 
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at Cabul, were — 

Lieutenant White. 

Soater. 

Wade. 

Hogg. 

Cumberland. 

Raban. 

Cadett. 

Swinton. 

Fortye. 
Ensign Gray. 
Paymaster Bourke. 
Quarter-master Halahan. 
Surgeon Harcourt. 
Assist.-surgeon Balfour. 

„ Primrose, M.D. 



The above, with the exception of Colonel Shelton, Lieutenant! 
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1841 fourteen drummere, and six hiindred and thirty-fiTe nsk 
and file. It Ib important to notice this, since it will be 

^seen that all the officers save three were killed, and nearly 
the whole of the men perished. 
Early in this month (October) the Khoord Cabul Pane 
was blocked up by certain refractory chiefs, their hostility 
being imputed to the fact that the aUowancea made to them 
had been reduced. Troops were detached on the 9th of 
October, under Lieut. -Colonel Monteath, C.B., and two days 
afterwards Major-General Sir Robert Sale, E.C.B., Lieut.- 
Colonel of the 13th Light Infantry, proceeded with a small 
force, of which that regiment form«l a portion, with the 
object of clearing the Pass, and re-opening the communication 
with India. The Major-General, upon receiving intelligence 
of the events about to be related, made two forced marches 
upon Jellalabad, it being impossible to return to Cabul, and 
gallantly defended the dilapidated fortress until relieved by 
Major-General Pollock. 

On the departure of the 13th Light Infantry the 44th 
was moved from camp at Seah Sung into cantonments. 

At this period it is futile to refer to what might have 
been ; nevertheless it is certain that, although it was hoped 
that it would blow over, there were sure indications of the 
coming storm. This imaginary security was dispelled on 
the 2nd of November, when the threat^aued outbreak burst 
forth at Cabul, and the political agent, Sir Alexander Bumes, 
residing in the city, was cruelly murdered, his house sur- 

EvBiiH and Sonter, were all killed ; Lieatenant Sonter being the only 
offioer who wm preBont at and earvivcd the final Btmggle. 

Captain A. W. Qraj and Liantenant B. Kipling (Adjntant) had 
obtained leave to Europe, and left Cabal for India on the 2nd of 
October. En nmte throag;h the pasBes of AtfghaniBtaD the; were 
molested and fired apoa, and were oliliged to adopt the Aflgbaa 
cxNtome for safety. Lientenant Kipling, who had been Sergeaat- 
major, and, thoagh a fine old soldier, was no tingniat, wonld most 
certainly have been mnrderod, bnt for his compaoion, Captain Qray, 
whoee appearance and proGcienoy in the Ungnage, well enabled hiin 
to paas for a native ohief ; the two, after maiij nanow oaoapei, at 
_ leagtb reached the pluiu in aafety. 
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rounded and set fire to, and he himaalf, with his brother and 1841 

Lieutenaat Broadfoot, coQBumed in the flames. The garrison 
in cantonments on this day consisted of Her Majesty's 44th, 
Stb NatWe Infantry, and sii companies of the 54th Cfative 
Infantry. Brigadier Shelton, who was encamped at Seah 
Sung, with three companies of the 54th Native Infantry, 
two squadrona of the 5th Light Cavalry, together with 
Captain Nicholl's troop of horse artillery, the 6th Regiment 
of the Shah's light infantry (recently emhodied), and the 
2nd Regiment of the Shah's cavalry, received orders to 
proceed with a detachment, in which waa included one hun- 
dred men of the 44th under Lieutenant Souter, to the Balla 
Hissar (high fort), the citadel of Cabul, into which he 
accordingly marched. This was a fortress of imposing 
appearance, and, when first built, must have been a place of 
great strength ; but its walls were fast crumbling to decay. 
The remainder of the troops were concentrated in canton- 
ments, from whence a small force was sent on the following 
day to co-operate with Brigadier Shelton by an attack on 
the Lahore gate of the city. This was opposed by so large 
a body of the enemy that it failed in reaching its destination. 
Three hundred of the Shah's own soldiers, with two guns, 
were also sent into the city to suppress the insurrection, but 
they, likewise, did not succeed in their object. 

The stores of grain laid in for the Shah's own force, 
being close to the city, fell at once into the possession of 
the insurgents. The magazine fort, containing all the 
supplies for the British force, and the European hospital 
stores of wine, beer, medicines, drc, and twenty days' issue 
of grain — -all that had been laid in — was only a few hundred 
yanls from cantoimients, and occupied by a guard of Sepoys, 
under an European officer who reported on the 4th of 
November, that unless reinforced, he should be compelled 
to retire. The place was commanded by the enemy from 
the old fort at Mahomed Shereefand from the Shah's garden 
immediately on the opposite side of the road, rendering 
communication by the usual entrance exceedingly difficult. 
Captain Thomas Swayne, of the 44th, was sent out with hii 
single company to endeavour to effect the required relief, 



110 HISTORICAL BBOORD OP THB PORTY-POURTH, 

1841 and fell gallantly at the head of his men, many of whom 
were shot down at the wall, and the remamder at last 
driven back, the officer in command of the fort having so 
effectually barricaded the gate of his fort with camel saddles 
three deep that he could not give admission to the reinforce- 
ment he had called for. 

Captain Thomas Robinson, also of the 44th, who had 
been serving as brigade-major to the third infantry brigade 
since September, 1841, then proceeded with his company 
for the same purpose, and with a like result, for he also lost 
his life. Lieutenant Arthur Hogg and Quartermaster 
Halahan were wounded on this occasion. 

Early on the following morning, the 5th of November, 
another effort was resolved upon, but by the time the troops 
received orders to be in readiness, it was foimd that the 
officer and his guard had abandoned the place, having retired 
into cantonments by withdrawing through a hole that had 
been made in the wall, and through which the Sepoys had 
one by one gradually left him. In this manner the fort fell 
into the enemy's hands, together with the only remaining 
store of provisions. 

It was now determined to attack the fort at Mahomed 
Shereef, which, if it had been taken on the previous day, 
would have saved the Commissariat Fort. The first attempt 
failed, but on the following day (the 6th) it was again 
attacked and this time captured. Lieutenant G. Eaban, of 
the 44th, was killed on the top of the breach, whilst gallantly 
leading his little party of the regiment. 

Meanwhile, the enemy had become emboldened and 
encouraged, so that when Brigadier Shelton went into can- 
tonments, on the 9th of November, it was too late to make 
any attempt upon the city, then filled with armed men, 
amounting to about thirty thousand ; the British, moreover, 
had only three days' provisions. 

The Affghans took possession of the Rika-bashee and 
other forts close to the cantonments, early on the morning 
of the 10th of November, and made lodgments so near to 
the works in that quarter, that it was unsaie for the soldiers 



OR THE BAST ESSEX REGIMENT. Ill 

to show their heads above the parapet. It was therefore 1841 
determined, on the afternoon of that day (10th), to storm 
the Rika-bashee fort, when several men effected an entrance; 
the Affghans, meanwhile having assembled in considerable 
force, the retreat was sounded, and on the troops being 
withdrawn, the enemy's cavalry charging round the comer 
of the fort, killed many, amongst whom were Lieut.-Colonel 
Thomas Mackrell* and Captain Robert Bradford M'Crea, of 
the 44th. The former received several bullet woimds, 
besides sabre cuts, but survived until he reached his quarters, 
where he died, after having his arm amputated ; one of his 
legs was also broken ; Captain M'Crea was cut to pieces. 
The assault was renewed, and the place ultimately captured, 
together with two small adjoining forts, but not without a 
loss of two hundred men killed and wounded out of six 
hundred. This fact of every third man being struck evinces 
the skill of the Affghans, who were armed with excellent rifles. 
Their casualties were heavy, but it was difficult to ascertain 
the extent, from their great exertions in carrying off their 
killed and wounded. As a number of their dead were, 
nevertheless, left on the field, their loss must have been 
very considerable. These forts yielded a few days' provisions 
and forage, and their capture obliged some of the people in 
their neighbourhood to supply more. 

On the 13th of November the Affghans opened two guns 
from the heights to the north of the cantonments ; and 
apprehension being therefore entertained of a more formidable 
gathering of them, which might endanger the forts now in 
possession of the British, Brigadier Shelton sallied forth 
with a party, spiked one gun and brought the other into 
cantonments. 

* Lient.-Golonel Maokrell had been bom in the regiment, and 
with him perished the last link, as it were, of the 41th with the 
memorable campaign in Egypt. It was told of him that he, then a 
drnmmer-boy, and completely knocked np with marching over the 
heavy sands, was carried into action on the back of his father, the 
Dmm Major. He was given a commission in the regiment on the 
19th September^ 1804, and had slowly indeed, bat at length, risen 
to its highest grade. A reminiscence, also, of Egypt, a mess-table 
ornament, a trophy of the campaign, was lost, with the whole of the 
mess property, on the disastrons retreat. 
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1841 Major Pottiuger and Lieutenant Houghton, adjutant of 

the Gorkha regiment stationed at Charekar, in Kohistan, 
whose corps had been cut up, came into cantonments on the 
15th of November, both wounded. A small affair took 
place on the 22nd of November, near the village of 
Be-maroo,* which was enclosed by a strong lofty wall, and 
it was resolved to make a more decided attack on the 
following day. 

For this attack on the heights of Be-maroo there were 
told off about one thousand three himdred and fifty men ; 
of these only nine hundred were infantry, and with but one 
gun. Brigadier Shelton, who commanded, applied for 
reinforcements and another gun, but they were not sent. 

At two o'clock, a.m., on the 23rd of November, the 
force which had been selected for the service moved out 
of cantonments. It consisted of one horse-artillery gun, 
under Sergeant Mulhal ; five companies of the 44th, under 
Captain Thomas Richard Leighton; six companies of the 
5th Native Infantry, under Lieut. -Colonel Oliver, and a like 
mmiber of the 37th Native Infantry, under Major Kershaw, 
of Her Majesty's 13th Light Infantry ; a squadron of the 
6th Light Cavalry, under Captain Bott, and one of the 
Irregular Horse, under Lieutenant Walker; one hundred 
of Anderson's Horse, and a like number of Sappers, tinder 
Lieutenant Laing. 

Proceeding in perfect silence by the Eohistan Gate, the 
troops marched to the gorge at the further extremity of the 
Be-maroo heights, and notwithstanding the difficulty of the 
ascent, dragged the gun to the top. At daybreak, after an 
unsuccessful attempt to take the village, which was enclosed 
within high walls, parties were seen making off from the 
village to a distant fort ; large bodies of men were also per- 
ceived advancing from Cabul, and eventually the British 
position was surrounded at all points, except that facing the 
cantonments. By this time, about ten o'clock in the mom- 

* Be-maroo signifies husbandless, or without a husband ; and thia 
hill is so named from its beinf]^ the spot where the yeatal virgins 
were buried. 
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ring, the ammunition was nearly expended, and tbe soldiers, 1811 
wearied and faint from want of water, suatained this hard 
struggle until after twelve, without the desired reinforcements 
and additional gun being sent up. At length the troops had 
to retire, after suffering great loss. Lieutenants William 
Evans and Samuel Swinton, of the 44th, were on this day 
both wounded. No further attack was made by the British 
and although the Affghans frequently crowned the Be-maroo 
heights, they generally retired towards evening. 

The fort of Mahomed Shereef, garrisoned by a subaltern's 
party of the 44th, and a company of Native Infantiy, was 
unfortunately surprised on the morning of the 6th of De- 
cember. The officer. Ensign Gray (44th), having conamitted 
the error of himself leaving the point of attack, and hastening 
to the side nearest to the cantonments, which latter were but 
just across the road, to call for a reinforcement, the garrison 
was left without an officer to enforce order, and, being awed 
by the number of Affghans coming on to the attack, with- 
drew, and the fort was immediately taken possession of by 
the enemy. Ensign Gray, who was the last man to leave 
the fort, in the attempt to retrieve hia mistake, was severely 
wounded. Private John Stuart, of the 44th, on sentry at 
the time, refused to abandon hie post, throwing hand gren- 
ades, Uring his ammunition, and using his bayonet against 
the advancing enemy, and was eventually cut to pieces at 
his post, in the honourable discharge of his duty. Each 
company of the regiment came forward and volunteered to 
retake the fort, but it was not deemed advisable to do so. 

Negotiations were shortly afterwards opened with the 
insurgeut chiefs, who agreed to furnish suppHes, and allow 
provisions to be brought into cantonments, on condition that 
the country was evacuated. This was agreed to, and on the 
13th of December the 54th Native Infantry and guns were 
withdrawn from the BaUa Hissa. No sooner were they out 
than the gates were closed by the Shah's troops, to prevent 
a party of Akbar Khan's followers from rushing into 
the place. 

In this awkward predicament a message was received 
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1841 from Akbar Khan, the representative of the six Sirdars, who 
was to superintend the safe conduct of the British, stating 
that they must remain where they were, as the Ghilzyes on 
the hills were more than he could control. During the whole 
of the night the 54th Native Infantry was kept in the cold, 
and the poor animals with their loads on their backs. On 
the following morning the party was put in motion, when 
the rear was partially attacked on crossing the hill of Seah 
Simg, and several men were woimded. 

During the afternoon of the 16th of December, the 
magazine and forts in proximity to the cantonments were 
given up, the Affgh&ns marching in and taking possession 
as the British quitted them. A week afterwards, the fatal 
interview took place between Sir William Macnaghten and 
Mahomed Akbar Khan, and other Affghan chiefs, at which 
the British envoy was foully murdered ; whereupon Major 
Pottinger was requested by Major-General Elphmstone to 
imdertake the duties of political agent and adviser. At 
this period, news was received from Peshawur of the inarch 
of strong reinforcements from India. This prospect of relief 
was however but distant, and at the council of war which 
was convened, it was determined to renew the negotiations, 
and to pay to the chiefs the sums promised by the late 
envoy ; several officers were, on the 29th of December, given 
up to them as hostages, and the greater portion of the 
treasure and guns made over to them. The remainder of 
the sick were sent into the city on the following day, under 
medical charge of Doctors Campbell and Berwick ; Lieuten- 
ant Evans, who was woimded in the head on the 23rd of 
November, being in command. Thus ended the year, and 
under any but agreeable auspices was the festive season of 
Christmas passedithe snow on the ground alone reminding 
the soldiers of the seasonable weather of their own distant 
land. 

1842 Nor did brighter prospects open with the new year, for 
the chiefs failed in their promise to provide two thousand 
camels and four hundred yaboos ; some few were indeed sent, 
but, when required, even they were not forthcoming. It 
was at first intended to inarch on the 5th of January, 1842, 
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but the chiefs having stated that their escort would not be 1842 
ready until the day after, the departure was postponed. 
During the last fortnight the ground had been covered with 
snow, the thermometer being as low as zero. The force on 
leaving Cabul consisted of about four thousand five hundred 
fighting men, and the camp followers, women and children 
amounted to about three times that number : the strength 
of the 44th was nineteen officers and four hundred and 
thirty-eight fighting men, in which numbers were included 
Brigadier Shelton, twelve boys, and thirty-four sick. 

At nine o^clock in the morning of the 6th of January, 6 Jan. 
the advance, under Brigadier Anquetil, consisting of the 
44th, with some Sappers and Miners, one squadron of Irregu- 
lar Horse, and three mountain train guns, moved off. The 
main column was commanded by Brigadier Shelton, and 
the rear-guard by Colonel Chambers. It was after mid- 
night before the rear-guard reached Bygram, only five 
miles from Cabul ; here the camp, if it could be so called, a 
few tents only being pitched, presented a sad picture of 
desolation, the face of the country being one uninterrupted 
scene of snow. Even Brigadier Shelton had no tent, and for 
six days and six nights was exposed on a bed of snow, with no 
other shelter than the canopy of heaven ; a fire was out of the 
question, there being no wood to make one with. If such 
were the privations of officers high in command, it is not 
difficult to imagine those of others. 

The road, from the very gates of the cantonments, was 
strewed with the dead bodies of camp followers — men, 
women, and children, who, at this early stage in the retreat, 
fell victims to the frost and snow ; — such was the intensity 
of the cold. 

Daylight the next morning presented a scene of wretch- 1842 
edness and desolation which no description can fully portray ; 7 Jan. 
the sight of the stiffened remains of the poor creatures that 
had perished during the night from the inclemency of the 
weather was sufficient to stifle all hope in the bosoms of the 
fatigued and almost worn out survivors. 

As the troops did not again move ofi* until nine o'clock 
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1842 on the morning of the 7th, the Affghana had time to collect, 
7 Jan. and the three mountain train-guns fell into their poBsesaion 
in making a detour at a blocked up portion of the road soon 
after Bfcarting. In a short time the rear guard (44th Regi- 
ment) waa warmly engaged, and Lieutenant William George 
White, who waaaetingaa Adjutant, severely wounded; several 

I men were also killed and wounded. The road from Cabu] 

was covered with Affghans following close after the British, 
and from time to time some portions of the baggage were 
left behind to diatract the attention of the enemy, and give 
breathing time for a fresh start, but after a short interval 
they were again in pm^uit. 
Nearly the whole of the Shah'a 6th Light Infantry of 
Hindoostanees had already deserted, and numbers of the 
Sepoys left their ranks and became intenniied with the bag- 
gage and camp followers. Some idea may be formed of the 
quantity of baggage, since on nearing Bootkhak, only about 
four miles from the last halting ground, it extended upwards 
of three miles. Here the best possible position was taken 
up, the 44th being detached to drive the enemy from the 

I hills, which service the regiment effected, maintaining its 

position till night, when it was called in. Thus another 
terrible night had to be passed, without shelter or fire, on 
ground covered with snow. 

1 842 The succeeding morning (the 8th) displayed a horrifying 

8JaQ. scene, many having fallen victims to the cold during the 
night. As soon as day bnjke the enemy's shot came flying 
amongst the camp followers and servants employed loading 
the baggage, which created great confusion. Brigadier 
Shelton hastened out just in time to repulse some Affghans 
that were pushing forward to the very ground occupied by 
the troops. Observing lai^e bodies of them advancing, he 
hurried to the rear, where his regiment was drawn up in line, 
and just as the Affghans were closing, he gave the order 
c^i&rge, when the 44th making a simultaneous rush, drove 
them back in gallant style, bayonetting many. This bad a 
■alutary eflect, and kept the foe at a more respectful distance. 

Soon afterwards negotiations were once more opened 
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with Akbar Ehau, who demanded Brigadier Shelton as 1813 
hoBtage : this had been aslced prior to the Envoy's death, SJui, 
hut the request had been relinquished. It was now arranged 
that Major Pottinger, Captain Lawrence, Mihtary SecrefAry 
to the late Envoy, and Captain Mackenzie, should proceed 
to the Sirdar as hostages. Shortly after twelve o'clock 
Akbar Ehan sent forward about ten of his AfTghan Horse to 
act as guides and protectors againet the Ghihtyes. The 
troops moved on, the 44th and the 54th Native Infantry 
forming the rear-guard. The advance proceeded quietly 
on without other molestation than an occasional sho^ until 
it reached the upper end of the Khoord (Little) Cabul Pass,* 
when the firing began and soon became heavy from one end 
of the Pass to the other. The confiisioa, slaughter, and 
plimdering of baggage that ensued defies description. Major 
William Boxell Scott and Captain Thomas Richard Leighton, 
of the 44th, were this day wounded. In many places the 
Pass was so extremely narrow that it soon became blocked 
up with baggage, the dead bodies of men, women and 
children, and animals. The rear-guard made its way through 
the mass as best it coiJd ; but the Sepoys were so benumbed 
with cold that they were scarcely able to return a shot ; the 
AfTghans, in many instances, ran up to them and 
snatched their firelocks from their hands without any 
resistance being offered. It was observed that the Ghilsiyes, 
the Affghan foot soldiers, did not attempt to injure those 
who were Mussulmen, being content with seizing their arms 
and stripping them of their clothes. No sooner, however, 
did a European fall into their power than they chopped 
him up with their large knives like a log of wood. 

On clearing the Pass the Irregular Cavalry and Sepoys 
were so intermixed with the baggage and camp follower^ 
that Brigadier Shelton could not collect two of them 

* Amon^ writera wbo should bave boen better informed, it has 
been ttat«d that the maaaBcre occurred in the Ehjber Pasa. whiob, 
being on the Indian, aide if Jellalabod, it was not thp ^ood fortane 
of the troope to reach. The road from Khoord Cabal to Tezeen waa 
throogh a mooauioo of lofty billa, named the Hnft Eotnl, or Bight 
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1842 together. He formed np the 44th and 5th Light Cavalry, 
8 Jan. and with these, and the last gun, followed the broken 
mass to the bivonac at Khoord Cabnl, the AfFghans being 
too much occnpied with plunder to follow. 

The weather chanced to clear up towards evening, or 
the remainder of the force mnst here have perished, since 
it had to undergo, for the third time, the dreadful ordeal 
of darkness, without fire or shelter. One small tent alone 
was saved, into which the few wounded that could be 
brought on with the column were placed. Ihijlight 
revealed the miserable plight of the troops, and the morning 
9 Jan. of the 9th displayed a sight harrowing in the extreme, the 
dead bodies of those who had perished during the night 
being scattered upon the snow in every direction. 

Here again communications were opened with 
Mahomed Akbar Khan, who sent to express his regret at 
what had occurred in the Khoord- Cabul Pass on the pre- 
vious day, and promised to afford protection, and forward 
supplies, if Major-General Elphinstone wonld halt until 
arrangements could be made for a safe escort. He also 
proposed that the married people and families should be 
made over to him as hostages, promising honourable treat- 
ment to the ladies : with this the Major-General complied, 
being desirous to remove the ladies and children, after the 
horrors they had already witnessed, from the further 
dangers of the camp, and hoping that, as from the very 
commencement of negotiations the Sirdar had shown the 
greatest anxiety to have the married people as hostages, 
this mark of trust might elicit a kindly feeling in him. 
No supplies were, however, received, the sole object of the 
Affghan chief being to detain the British as long as 
possible, so as to exhaust their scanty stock of provisions 
and leave them to be destroyed by cold, famine, and the 
sword. 

The second Shah's cavalry here deserted to the enemy 
in a body, giving as a reason that as their commanding 
officer had quitted the corps to seek the protection of the 
Sirdar, they had no other resource. 

Another dreadful night closed in, and when day 
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dawned on the morning of the 10th, the picture of 1842 
wretchedness that had already presented itself on the 10 Jan. 
previous mornings was still further heightened in all its 
gloomy effects. The frost had made sad ravages amongst 
the Sepoys and camp followers, whose corpses lay stretched 
around, and the living, almost reduced to despair, began 
to envy those whose miseries were thus early terminated. 
The native force was reduced to a shadow, and the few 
Sepoys who remained faithful to their corps were quite 
disabled by the cold. This day they formed the rear- 
guard. 

About eight o'clock in the morning the force moved 
forward, and arrived at the Tungee Pass without other 
molestation than an occasional shot.' As the advance 
passed through, consisting of the remains of the 44th and 
European artillery, upon whom now fell the brunt of 
defending the column, the AfFghans were seen collecting 
within the walls of an old fort a short distance in front, 
whereupon Brigadier Shelton ordered out a party of the 
44th to take possession of the place and drive the people 
away. This order was countermanded by Major-General 
£lphin stone, as they appeared peaceably disposed, some 
of them motioning for the soldiers to continue on, and 
holding up their hands in token of their friendly intentions. 
No sooner, however was the advance out of sight, and the 
baggage and unarmed camp followers before them, than 
they opened a most destructive fire, killing several, and 
plundering nearly all the remaining baggage. All the 
Sepoys and Irregular Cavalry had either quitted the force 
between this place and Khoord Cabul, or throwing away 
their arms and accoutrements, had become absorbed among 
the camp followers : none were observed afterwards. The 
5th Light Cavalry, together with the remnant of the 44th, 
some fifty artillerymen, and one gun, were all that now 
remained of the force, but the followers still mustered in 
lai^e numbers. 

Brigadier Shelton now took command of the 44th, 
and, sending one company, under Lieutenant Souter, in 
advance, with the remainder he formed a rear-guard — the 
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1842 post of danger — for plunder being the eneray's uhief object 
lOJao. all his attacks were directed againat the roar, seldom 
molesting the advance. The force had not proceeded far 
from the last acene of carnage, when a large body of 
Affghane was observed advancing ; the 44th was fonned 
up on a rising gronnd, and the gtin was placed in position. 
Their leader proved to be Akbar Khan ; and Captain 
Skinner was sent to him by Major-General Blphinstone to 
complain of the late aggression. The chief again expressed 
his regret at not being able to control the Ghilzyos, and 
said that, although he coald not save the natives, yet he 
wonld protect the Enropeana, on their delivering up their 
arms, which latter measure he considered necessary to 
inspire his people with confidence. This was, of course, 
not acceded to, and he then sent forward a few of hia 
followers as a protecting escort. As the British pursued 
their weary way, numbers of Affghans, both horse and 
foot, were seen pushing a-head over the hills to the right 
and left to the Teieen Pass. This is a most formidable 
defile, shut in by commanding heights, from which the 
enemy assailed ihc troops on both flanks, at the same time 
pressing hard npon the rear. It was a severe struggle, 
and on two occasions they rushed on in snch force, and 
with so much daring, that they were with difficulty repulsed. 
Had the men but once lost confidence, all must inevitably 
have then fallen. Sustained by the example of Brigadier- 
General Shelton, the 44th halted and faced the enemy, and 
averted, for a time, the impending destruction. 

Numbers of officers and men were killed and wounded 
in this fearful defile : Major Scott, Captain Leigbton, and 
Lieutenant White, of the 44th, the latter of whom bad on a 
former occasion been wonnded, were amongst the killed. 
Upon reaching the Tezeen valley the temperature became 
considerably milder,and the snow appeared only in patches, 
Commnnications were again opened with dkbar Khan,who 
replied that the arms of the men not having been delivered 
over,he could not offer any protection, especially as the 
troops were about to en(«r a country over which he had no 
control. What advantage had been derived from his 
professed aid, even where he had control, may be seen in 
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the foregoing pages. His professions were only made to 1842 
give a pretext for delaying the little army till swarms of 10 Jan. 
Ghilzyes conld be concentrated on the line of retreat. 
Had the force reached this place in two days, instead of 
halting at Bygram and Khoord Cabul, it is possible the 
greater part might have been able to reach Jellalabad ; 
but the situation was throughout one of great anxiety, for 
there were in these difficult defiles other enemies to contend 
with, cold and famine being hardly less destructive than 
the sword of the merciless foe, whom it had been hoped to 
elude by negotiation. 

A night march being resolved on, it became necessary 
to leave the last gun, for the horses were completely 
knocked up, and the valley, for want of a road, impracticable 
for it in the dark. The march was, accordingly, resumed 
about seven o'clock in the evening, at dark, when the 
camp followers, many of whom had large sums of money 
about their persons, crowded so much upon the remnant 
of the troops, that it became difficult to prevent their 
breaking the ranks, for as the enemy's shots came from 
front or rear, they and the horsemen rushed backwards 
and forwards like a flood and ebb-tide. 

On approaching Burik-ab, about eleven at night, the 
valley in front was observed to be full of fires, which were 
naturally supposed to be those of the enemy. The troops 
advanced with caution, and it appeared strange that not 
a shot was fired upon them ; the mystery was explained on 
their arriving in the midst of what was thought to be the 
enemy's encampment, when to their surprise, they came 
upon the Sepoys, who, having thrown away their arms and 
deserted, had, by a shorter road, arrived first, and were 
quietly warming themselves at their fires, not one attempt- 
ing to move, or offering to proceed with the troops. The 
Affghans, as has been shown, seldom hurt or molested the 
Sepoys beyond taking their arms and stripping them of 
their clothes, so strong is the natural propensity of these 
Ghilzyes for plunder. 

Passing these runaways, the troops were shortly after- 
wards assailed by rather a sharp fire ; this forced Brigadier 

E 
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1842 Shelton, when about to qnit the valley, to form up and 
10 Jan. retnm the fire, which had the desired effect of keeping 
the enemy at a greater distance. The brave little rear- 
guard execnted all orders most intrepidly. Just as day 
was about to dawn, a party of Affghans from a conical hill 
close on the left of the road, poured in a volley with a loud 
shout, but the men of the 44th taking a cool aim, and the 
figures of the enemy being distinctly visible against the 
now lightening sky, returned the volley with telling effect. 

llJan. When daylight at length broke, on the 11th of 

January, the enemy's fire from all the neighbouring heights 
was such, that almost every instant some of the poor 
wearied soldiers were either killed or wounded. Brigadier 
Shelton never abandoned one wounded man whom it was 
possible to save — always keeping some of the 5th Cavalry 
ready to pick up every one that was hit and still able to be 
moved. Those left dead were cut up with the large 
knives of their relentless adversaries. 

At length a halt took place at Kutter Sung; here 
there was no water, so after a brief interval the march was 
resumed for about three miles, and then another halt was 
made, but still no water was to be had. Meanwhile the 
enemy, rapidly increasing in numbers, could be seen 
crowding every height, and his fire became more and more 
galling. 

Major-General Elphinstone took up a position on a 
height within the walls of an old ruined fort, where he 
arrived with the camp followers, some of the remaining 
Artillerymen and 5th Light Cavalry, and the advanced 
party of the 44th, a considerable time before Brigadier 
Shelton, who had been detained in repelling the repeated 
attacks of the Affghans, and in bringing off the wounded. 

The road was strewed with dead and wounded, and 
the enemy's horse having threatened an attack, some of 
the 5th Light Cavalry and Artillerymen were sent to the 
rear to keep them in check. So great now was the force 
of the enemy, that the Brigadier, who had a narrow escape 
of being captured, was compelled to recall the party. The 
conduct of the few men of his regiment now remaining. 
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was most noble ; they fought with fierce tenacity against 1842 
the terrific odds opposed to them, and so conspicaons was H Jan. 
their gallantry, that those already assembled within the 
ruined fort, cheered their comrades in this desperate 
struggle. Lieutenant Frederick J. Campbell Fortye, of 
the 44th, who had previously been wounded, was here killed. 
The little band of heroes composing the rear-guard, 
which had by this time become in reality the main body, 
was now well nigh exhausted. Exposed for six days and 
five nights on the snow, without cover or fire, with scarcely 
any food, their feet tender from hard marching or swollen 
from the effects of the cold, and incessantly harassed by 
the constant attacks of the enemy, the men were in a 
most pitiable condition. They were now nearly starved, 
when two small bullocks, which some of the camp followers 
had providentially brought thus far, were killed, and 
instantly devoured raw by the famished soldiers. 

Before the men had time to finish this scanty meal, 
the Ghilzyes had crept up the side of the hill unperceived, 
and suddenly pouring in a destructive fire upon the 
unhappy remnant of the force, thus huddled together in a 
mass, threw the whole into confusion. Forgetful of their 
fatigue, the men of the 44th flew to arms, rushed at the 
intruders, and drove them in gallant style off the hill. 
In addition to their other wants there was now a lack of 
ammunition, all that remained being in their pouches ; 
this compelled the men to reserve their fire, for they could 
not afford to return a shot except in cases of extreme 
necessity, or when their opponents became too daring. 
As no water could be obtained, the men ate the snow, 
which only aggravated their thirst. Brigadier Shelton 
having sent Captain Skinner to the General to request 
him to take steps to stop the fire of the Ghilzyes, so that 
his men might move down to the water, this of&cer, on his 
return, brought a message to the Brigadier directing him 
to accompany the General to a conference with Akbar 
Khan, who was said to be close by, and who had already 
several officers and all the ladies (including the wife of 
Sir Robert Sale) and their children with him. It was 
dark before they reached the Sirdar, who received them 

k2 
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1842 civilly, and as it was understood to be dangerous to return 

11 Jan. at night, he was asked to send information of their being 

detained ; but the excuse made was that he was afraid to 
let any of his people go, one of them having been wounded 
by the Ghilzyes, now scattered in every direction, and 
another fired at since darkness had set in. 

12 Jan. Thus were the General and Brigadier detained that 

night and the following day (the 12th), the ostensible pre- 
text being an agreement with the Ghilzy chiefs for a safe 
conduct through their country ; at the same time they 
were assured that the troops were being supplied with 
everything they required, while in reality the poor fellows 
were famishing, and the dastardly Ghilzyes were barricad- 
ing their line of retreat, and compassing their final 
destruction. The continued absence of Major- General 
Elphinstone and Brigadier Shelton, and the more than 
menacing attitude of the enemy, determined the troops to 
continue their retreat after dark on the 12th of January ; 
and the night had not long set in when the prisoners, who 
were only about a mile distant, could hear the firing of the 
ill-fated remnant, then on the march, and closely pursued 
by the Ghilzyes. The 44th were now reduced to about 
eighty men. Before two miles had been passed, after 
quitting Jugdulluck, the soldiers were stopped by a couple 
of formidable barriers, which had been thrown up across 
the road at a narrow pass during the halt. Here all the 
weak and wounded fell beneath the Affghan knife, and 
several officers, including Brigadier Anquetil, met their 
deaths.* After passing these barriers, several of the 

* The officers of the 44th who fell at Jugdnllnck, and in the Pass, 
were Lieutenants William Henry Dodgin and Francis Montresor Wade, 
Paymaster Thomas Bourke, Quartermaster Richard R. Halahan, and 
Surgeon John Harcourt. 

Paymaster Bourke had been nearly forty years in the service, 
which he entered as Paymaster in 1804. He had joined the 44th in 
1823, and served with the regiment in Arracan. Some of the 
officers of the avenging army recognised the remains of the poor old 
man, from there being a small portion of his silvery grey hair still 
adhering to the skull. Many valuable papers were lost with his 
effects ; the funds of the regiment, which were unusually flourishing, 
were in his hands, and some of tliem were altogether lost. What 
appeared to be a piece of diity paper was picked up in the Tezeen 
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officers of the force, who were mounted, left the troops and 1842 
pushed on by themselves; of these Assistant- Surgeon ^2 Jan. 
Brydon, of the Indian Army, alone succeeded in reaching 
Jellalabad. Others remained and continued on during the 
night with the remnant of the 44th. This handful of men, 
now only half the number that had started from JugduUuck, 
were again fiercely assailed while crossing the Soorkaub 
river, where Lieutenant Henry Cadett, of the 44th, was 
shot. 

Shortly after daylight, on the 13th of January, the ^3 Jan. 
exhausted survivors found their progress arrested by a 
numerous body of horse and foot, in a strong position 
across the road, whereupon they ascended a height on their 
left hand, and, reaching the top, waved a handkerchief ; 
some of the Affghans then came to them and agreed that 

Valley, and proved to be an order for £300, belonging to the oJQ&oers' 
mess fand. The amount was recovered by the regiment. 

Quartermaster Halahan had been a lieutenant in the 80th 
Regiment, but was placed on half -pay on the reduction of the army 
in 1817. He was appointed Quartermaster of the 44th in 1822, and 
served with the regiment in Arracan. He was of great strength 
and known to be the most powerful man in the regiment. He 
carried a musket from Cabul, and fought in the ranks, killing 
many of the enemy, his face being black with powder. He had 
been wounded in Cabul, at the Commissariat Fort, and fell while 
crossing the barrier in the JugduUuck Pass. 

LieutenaDt Dodgin had lost a leg near Peshawur, when on the 
march to Cabul, in the following unlucky manner : — He was at 
til fin in his tent with Quartermaster Halahan, when a cry was 
raised in the camp of "a man running a muck." Dodgin stepped 
out to see ; and it turned out to be a Syce be had discharged that 
morning, who was making straight for the tent, brandishing a sword 
as sharp as a razor. Dodgin called to Halahan, who came out with 
a thick stick, and felled the man lifeless with a single blow ; but not 
in time, however, to aid poor Dodgin, who, in attempting to step out 
of the fellow's way, stumbled over a tent-rope, and received from 
him so severe a wound as to occasion amputation of the leg. 
Lieutenant Dodgin also was killed at the barrier in the JugduUuck 
Pass. His name was subsequently gazetted to a company in tli(3 
44th, " vice Robinson," his promotion being ante-dated 15tli 
November, 1841. 
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1842 Major Griffiths (37th Native Infantry) shotdd proceed to 
13 Jan. the chief of Gundamuck to make terms ; whilst he was 
gone, a few of them gave the men some bread, and possibly 
gaining confidence from this, they yielded to their usual 
propensity for plunder and endeavoured to snatch the 
arms out of the soldiers' hands, when an officer exclaiming, 
'* Here is treachery!*' words came to blows. The Affghans 
were instantly driven down the hill; firing was then 
recommenced and continued for nearly two hours, during 
which the heroic remnant kept the enemy at bay, till their 
numbers being reduced to about twenty, and their ammu- 
nition expended, the Affghans rushed in suddenly with 
their knives. An awful scene ensued, and ended in the 
massacre of all except Lieutenant Thomas Alexander 
Souter, Lance- Sergeant Alexander Fair, and six soldiers 
of the 44th, three artillerymen, and Major Griffiths, 37th 
Native Infantry, whose lives the Affghans, with unwonted 
humanity, spared. In this last struggle Lieutenants 
Thomas Collins, Arthur Hogg, Edward Sandford Cumber- 
land, Samuel Swinton, and Dr William Primrose, Assistant- 
Surgeon, all of the ill-fated 44th, were killed. 

Thus terminated the last stand made by the 44th, to 
which the remark of Francis the First is specially 
appropriate, that " all was lost save honour ! " Never, in 
the military history of Great Britain have her soldiers been 
called upon to take part in a more trying struggle than 
this. Never has a nobler resistance been offered to a fate 
against which human efforts were of no avail. 

Of the one hundred and two officers who were killed 
at Cabul, and during the retreat, twenty-two belonged to 
the 44th.* 

• The following interesting letter was received from Colonel 
Ross Thompson, of the Royal Engineers, in June, 1882, while the 
regiment was serving at Madras : — " On Saturday, the lOth of 
January, 1880, I visited the memorial on * 44th Hill,* near 
Gundamuck, and carried away with me the enclosed sprig of a little 
shrub which grows there — it is somewhat like a myrtle. I think 
you are aware that a ijionument was put up to the memory of the 
44th by the Madras Sappers (Queen's Own) in 1879 — it was knocked 
about to a certain extent in the interim between the wars of 
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Of BiK httndred and eighty-four men of all ranks of 184ft^ 
the 44th, at Cabul, on the lat of October, six hundred and 
thirty-two had perished ; the remaioder, with the escep- 
tion of the seven who sarvived the last stand at 

1878-1879, and 1879-1880, so before qnitting tha conntiy in Angnst 
1880, I BBQb (with General Bnghfg permisaion) a partj of the 
Queen's Own Sappers to repair it. The ' 44th Hill ' waa a place of 
deep interest to ua all. An old Afghan Khan, living near 
Gnndermnct, told ua that never did men make a, more gallant and 
desperate atand against orerwhelming odds tlian was made b; jonr 
old corpa. He was preaenl nt the fight and their annihilation. Of 
oonrse, as an Afghan, he rejoiced in aeeing the invaderB of hia 
oonntrf fall, bat he was a, gentleman, and paid all poaaible reapeot 
to their gallantry and memory." 

Liat of officera and their fatea : — 
Liant. -Colonel J. Shelton, priaonar, 11th Jannary, 1842. 
Lieut. -Colonel T. Macfcrell, died ot wonnda reoeived capturing 

Biia-bashee Fort, 10th November, 1841. 
Major W. B. Soott, wonnded, 8th January, 1842, Khoocd Cabal Pass ; 

killed, 10th January, 1842, Tezeen Pass. 
Captain Thos. Sirayne, killed, 4th November, 1841, Commissariat 

Godown . 
Captain R. B. U'Grea, killed, 10th November, 1B41, Eika-be«hee 

Port. 
Captain T. R. Leighton, wounded, 8th January, 1843, Khoord Cabal 

Pasai killed 10th January, 1842, Tungee. 
Captain T. Bobinaon, killed, 4th November, 1841, Commissariat 

Godown. 
Lieutenant W. H. Dodgin, killed, 12th January, 1843, at Barrier. 
Lieutenant T. CoUina, wonnded, 11th January, 1842, Eutter Snng; 

killed at Gundamuck. 
Lientenant W. Evans, left in charge of siok at Cabnl. 
Lieutenant W. G. White, wonnded, 7th Jannary, 1342, Bootkhaki 

killed, LOth January, 1S42, Khiela Thanak. 
Lieutenant T. A. Sonter, wonnded and taken prisonBr, 13th 

Jannary, 1842, at Qnndamuok Hill. 
Lientenant F. U. Wade, killed, 12th January, 1S42, Jagdullnok Hill. 
Lieutenant A. Hogg, wounded, 4th November, 1841, Comraiasariat 

Qodown ; killed 13th January, 1842, Qundamnck Hill. 
Lieutenant E. S. Cumberland, wonnded, 5th November, 1341 j 

killed 13th ot January, 1843, Gundamuck. 
Lieutenant W. 6. Rahan, killed, 6th November, 1841, capturing 

Mahomed Sheceef. 
Lientenant H. Cadett, killed, 12th January, 1842, at Soorkauh. 
Lientenant 8. Swintan, wounded. 23rd November, 1841, T 

Hill; killed, 13th January, 1842, Gundamuck. 
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1842 Gundamnck,* and nine, who had been taken prisoners 
during the retreat, had been left at Cabul sick or wounded, 
and of these fourteen died while in captivity. 

It is a telling fact for the 44th, that they all died 
fighting to the last, with arms in their hands, as soldiers, 
and under a pressure of famine, cold, and fatigae, which 
has no parallel for privation and suffering. The numerous 
skeletons found six months afterwards by Major-General 
Pollock's force, in circles and heaps at Gundamuck, 
Jugdulluck, and other halting-places and in twos and threes 
at short intervals between, plainly indicated the route of 
the doomed force, and told the sad history of its dying 
struggle and unavailing heroism. 

While Major-General Elphinstone and Brigadier 
Shelton were endeavouring to arrange with Akbar Khan 
at Jugdulluck, and on the troops being suddenly attacked, 
Lieutenant Souter, seeing the perilous situation of the 
colours, tore one (the Regimental) from the staff, and 
wrapped it about his body. Lieutenant Cumberland took 
the other, the Queen's, but not being able to button his 
coat over it, handed it to Colour-Serjeant Patrick Carey, 
of the grenadier company, who secured it about him, under 

Lieutenant F. J. C. Fortye, wounded, 3rd November, 1841, at 
Mahomed Shereef ; killed, 11th January, 1842, entering Jugdu- 
lluck. 

Ensign A. W. Gray, wounded, 6th December, 1841, at Mahomed 
Shereef ; killed between Gundamuck and Neemlah. 

Paymaster T. Bourke, wounded and died at Jugdulluck, 12tli 
January, 1842. 

Quartermaster B. B. Jlalahan, wounded, 4th November, 1814, 
garden adjoining Commissariat Godown ; killed, 12th January, 
1842, at Barrier. 

Surgeon J. Harcourt, killed, 12th January, 1842, at Barrier. 

Assistant-Surgeon W. Balfour, killed, between Gundamuck and 
Neemlah. 

Assistant- Surgeon W. Primrose, M.D., killed, 13th January, 1842, 
Gundamuck Hill. 

• One of these survivors. Private Moore, 44th, who acted as his 
servant, saved, for a time, Major-General Elphinstone's life. On the 
earthquake occurring, which nearly destroyed Sir Robert Sale's 
forti&cationB at Jellalabad, he carried the General, who was bed- 
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his posteen;* this non-commissioned officer was killed 1842 
during the night of the last march, and amid the snow, 
confusion, and darkness, and the enemy pressing closely 
upon them, the men failed in their endeavours to recov^er 
it from his body, and the Queen's colour was thus unavoid- 
ably lost. 

Lieutenant Souter, in a letter to his wife, from his 
captivity near Lughman, in the hills, not many miles from 
Jellalabad, thus wrote : — "In the conflict my posteen flew 
" open and exposed the colour. They thought I was some 
" great man, looking so flash. I was seized by two fellows 
" (after my sword had dropped from my hand by a severe 
" cut in the shoulder, and my pistols had missed fire) ; 
" they hurried me from the spot to a distance, took my 
" clothes from off me except my trowsers and cap, led me 
" away to a village by command of some horsemen that 
" were on the road, and I was made over to the head man 
** of the village, who treated me well, and had my wound 
** attended to. Here I remained a month, seeing occasion- 
" ally a couple of men of my regiment who were detained 
" in an adjoining village. At the end of a month I was 
" handed over to Akbar Khan, and joined the ladies and 
" the other officers at Lughman. I lost everything I 
" possessed. ****** My wound, which is 
** from my right shoulder a long way down my blade bone, 
" is an ugly one, but it is quite healed. The cut was 
*' made through a sheepskin posteen under which the 
" colour was concealed, lying over my right shoulder, that 
'* thick Petersham coat I used to wear at Kurnaul, a flannel 
" and shirt. My sword fell from my hand, and the pistol 
" I had in my left hand missed fire. I threw it then upon 
" the ground, and gave myself up to be butchered. The 
" man I tried to shoot seized me, assisted by his son-in-law, 
" and dragged me down the hill ; then took my clothes, the 
" colour, and my money. I was eventually walked off to a 
" village two miles away. This same man and his son-in- 

ridden and nnable to move, in his arms from the honse, which, in a 
minute afterwards, was a crumbling heap of ruins from the shock. 

* Sheepskin ooat, worn by the troops. 
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1842 '* law, whose names are Meer Jann, came afterwards to tlie 
*^ village where I was, with mj telescope, to get me to show 
" them how to use it. Afterwards the son-in-law and I 
" became thick : he brought me back the colour (though 
*' divested of the tassels and most of the tinsel) one day, to 
" my agreeable surprise." Both the colours had been for 
some years but a mere bundle of ribands. * 

* The following is a copy of a letter now in the possession of 
Akram Khan, of Tata, son of Shamshadin Khan, written in ink : — 

"My dkab Pbnwick, — To my sorrow, the kind hopes enter- 
tained in yoor letter that I should soon be released have not been 
realized, my detainer having increased his demand for my ransom. 
I have written a long letter to Captain MaoGrregor by my detainer, 
who takes it to Brigamer Port (illegible), — pray go to MacGregor 
and read my letter to him, and try what can be done to obtain my 
release. My family mast have heard that my regiment is destroyed, 
and are naturally in great distress about me. I have recovered the 
regimental colour of my regiment, which I had about me when 
I was cut down and taken prisoner. The other colour was in the 
possession of a sergeant, who was killed upon the road during the 
night. There are two men belonging to my regiment in this 
neighbourhood recovered from their wounds. Aji Artilleryman died 
three days ago. 

" Yours sincerely, 

" 0. A. SOUTSB. 

" Addressed to Captain Fbnwick, 

Idth Regiment, Jellalabad." 

(On the back, in pencil.) ** I write this on, I believe to be 
Sunday, the dOth January, 1842. The Malick, though he promises 
to start to-morrow, I apprehend it will be the following day before 
he does do so. I have neither seen, nor have I been able to hold any 
intercourse with Major Griffiths since the first day I arrived, now 
nearly three weeks, a long time to wear a bloody shirt." 

N.B. — The above letter was shown to the undersigned, by whom 
the copy was made, by Akram Khan, who states that he found it on 
the Cabul high road^ where no doubt the bearer had thrown it down 
instead of taking it to Jellalabad. Akram Khan was then a boy, 
and says that ** Souter Sahib ** lived in his father's house. 

True copy. 

(Sd.) C. Stbahan, Capt., B.E., 

Dep. Sup. Survey of India. 
Safed Sang, 

ifay 19th, 1879. 
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Brigadier Shelton, in writing, stated, with regard to 1842 
the treatment of the prisoners : " On the 15th (January) 
we proceeded to Tiggeree, where Lamech, the father of 
Noah, was buried, and on the 17th to this place 
** (Lughman), where we met with every attention to our 
" wants : in truth, the Sirdar has treated us with much 
" kindness ever since we have been under his protection, 
" nor have the ladies cause to complain, he having sent 
" them quantities of cotton, chintzes, and long cloth for 
" themselves and their children.'* 

No sooner had intelligence reached India of these 
untoward events than it was resolved to relieve Jellalabad, 
then being defended by the gallant garrison under Sir 
Robert Sale, who, at the time of the outbreak at Cabul, 
was employed in clearing the Khoord Cabul Pass, and 
had subsequently marched on Jellalabad ; this place was 
reached by Major-General (afterwards Sir George) Pollock 
in April, the Affghans having then abandoned the siege, 
after their repulse on the 7th of that month by the defenders 
of the fortress. Here, at this time, were consigned to 
their last resting-place, with military honours, the remains 
of the unfortunate Major-General Elphinstone, who died 
whilst in the power of Akbar Khan, and whose body was 
sent by that chief to Jellalabad for interment.* 

Some hard fighting took place in the neighbourhood 
after the arrival of the force from India, particularly with 
the warlike and turbulent Shinwarree tribes, who had 
attacked several convoys and been guilty of many acts of 
murder and plunder. This service occupied some time 
and was not completed until towards the end of July. 

All were now naturally anxious to move on Cabul, for 
which city the army, in two divisions, proceeded on the 
20th of August. On reaching the Pass of Jugdulluck the 
bleached remains of their comrades were seen by the 
advancing troops, and after a succession of day and night 
skirmishes, the AfEghans were so completely defeated on 

• Private Moore, 44th, was allowed to accompany the remains 
of his late master ; the escort was attacked by Ghilzyes, and he was 
wounded. 
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1842 the ISth of September, that Akbar Khan, with a solitary 
horseman, had great difficulty in effecting an escape from 
the field. Two days afterwards the British colours were 
hoisted on the highest points of the battlements of the 
Balla Hissar, where they continued to be displayed during 
the stay of the force at Cabul. 

Major- General (afterwards Sir William) Nott having 
advanced from Candahar, and recaptured Ghuznee, effected 
a junction with the troops at Cabul on the 17th of Septem- 
ber. Four days afterwards the release of the prisoners 
was effected: Lady MacNaghten, and the wife of Sir 
Robert Sale being amongst the number, in all one hundred 
and five. The following belonged to the 44th Regiment : — 

Brigadier- General Shelton ; Lieutenants Evans and 
Souter ; * Colour- Sergeant James Wedlock, Sergeant James 
Weir, and Lance-Sergeant Alexander Fair ; t Corporals, 
Thomas Beavan and William Sumpter; Drummers, 
Thomas Branigan (died 8th November following), John 
Higgins, and Thomas Lavall; Privates, William Arch, 
Patrick Bums, Patrick Brady (died 21st November), 
Michael Cresham. Timothy Cronan, Robert Cox, Daniel 
DriscoU, Martin Devany, Patrick Duffy (died 2nd Decem- 
ber), Elisha Durrant, James Mathews, John McDede, 
Daniel McCarthy, James McCabe, Thomas M*Glynn, 
Patrick Marron, William Moore, James Miller, Patrick 
Murphy, John Marshall, James Nowlan, Errington Robson, 
James Robinson, James Seyboume, Jeremiah Sheehan, 
John Stott (died 20th October), William Tonge, and 
George Wilson; Boys, William Grieas and Joseph 
Millwood. 

George Reynolds, Orderly Room Clerk; Corporals, 
Robert Rodgers and Henry Smith; Drummer, John 

* Lieatenants Evans and Sonter were promoted to companies in 
the 44th, on the 14th of October following. They afterwards 
exchanged into the 18th and 22nd Regiments respectfully. 

t Lance-Sergeant Alexander Fair was transferred to the 60th 
Regiment, with which he served in the Satlej Campaign of 1846. 
He was promoted Quartermaster in that regiment in 1848, and 
sabseqnently Paymaster. 
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Hamlinton ; Privates, Daniel Collins, William Connors, 1842 
Barnard Handley, Charles Kennedy, Joseph Lewis, Dennis 
Murray, Michael O'Brien, Timothy Rock, Cornelius 
Tiemey, and James Wackerley, died during their captivity. 

All the objects of the campaign being accomplished, 
orders were given for the evacuation of the country, and 
the troops commenced their march to India on the 12th 
of October. 

Much undeserved obloquy has been cast on Brigadier 
Shelton, Lieut- Colonel of the 44th, and it is therefore due 
to his memory to record that, Major-General Elphinstone, 
in a letter to the Secretary of Government, in the Secret 
Political Department, Calcutta, from Buddeeabad, dated 
23rd of February, 1842, expressed his " Sense of the gallant 
" manner in which the various detachments sent out were 
" led by Brigadier Shelton, and of the invariably noble 
" conduct of the officers on those occasions, particularly 
" those who fell leading their men, namely, — Colonel 
" Mackrell ; Captains Swayne, Robinson, M'Crea ; and 
" Lieutenant Raban, of Her Majesty's 44th Foot." 

In confirmation of this praise it may be added that 1843 
the finding of the court-martial, assembled for his trial on 
the 20th of January, 1843, at Loodianah, was that this 
officer ** gave the orders for preparations for a retreat from 
Affghanistan, but not prematurely, nor without authority, 
nor in the absence of instructions from the chief author- 
ities ; " and in their remarks they " expressed their 
conviction that Brigadier- General Shelton was placed 
under circumstances at Cabul of a most unexpected, 
anusual, difficult and distressing nature ; and that the 
evidence and documents before the Court exhibit proof, 
on his part, of very considerable exertion in his arduous 
position, of personal gallantry of the highest kind, and 
of noble devotion as a soldier.* 

* Colonel Shelton was a meritorious officer, a brave soldier, and 

a well-informed man, and was the only fighting General at Cabul. 

' He had seen hard and distinguished service in the 9th foot, but was 

not popular. The Duke of Wellington, nevertheless, was so well 
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1843 And the remark of General Sir Jasper Nicolls, K.C.B., 

Commander-in-Chief, in the East Indies, npon the fonrth 
charge, namely — " For having at JugduUuck, on the 12th 
" of January, 1842, during the retreat of the British Force 
" from Cabul towards Hindoostan, suffered himself to be 
" taken prisoner by the enemy, by want of due precaution, " 
of which he was fully and honourably acquitted, was 
" that his acquittal is most satisfactory and complete." 

satisfied with his conduct, that he entrusted to him the re-formation 
of the regiment. Shelton had been in three eventful retreats — that 
to Corunna, that from Burgos, when he was in the 9bh Foot ; and 
that from Cabul. Having only one arm, he must have been the 
personification of suffering and endurance whilst battling in vain 
against overpowering numbers. 

The following letter by ** An old 44th " appeared in the " Daily 
News " newspaper : — 

" In a recent article in your columns upon the Cabul Masssicre, 
the following passage appears, viz. : — * Sale's example establishes 
the truth that the calamity which has befallen our soldiers in Cabul 
might have been avoided if wiser counsels and more resolute policy 
had been adopted.' And again, * who can reasonably doubt that 
what Sale had done at Jellalabad, Elphinstone, or some Commander 
less enfeebled by ill-health, could have accomplished at Cabul ? * 
In justice to the memory of the late Colonel John Shelton, who was 
then commanding the 44th Regiment, and 2nd in command in Cabul, 
I deem it right to mention what did occur at a Council of War held 
some short time previously to the evacuation. Colonel Shelton had 
a habit of cutting any piece of wood that was near him with a 
penknife, and, whilst the conference was proceeding, sat silent, 
making no remark, but shaving off little slips from the table. This 
annoyed the envoy,* Sir William Macnaghten, who sharply remarked, 
* I think at a time like this. Colonel Shelton, you might be doing 
something better than whittling sticks. Pray, Sir, will you give us 
your advice ? ' * My advice,' replied Colonel Shelton, * is that 
General Elphinstone should at once place himself upon the sick list, 
for he is at this moment so ill that he is utterly unfit for duty, and 
ought to be in his bed, and having done so, place me in command.' 
' Well, Sir,* said the envoy, * and if in command, what would you 
then do P ' 'I should at once,' replied Colonel Shelton, * place the 
Bala Hissar in such a state of defence as to enable us to stand 
a siege ; I should make sorties, and bring in cattle, and grain, and 
wood, and send down to India for an army to come up and relieve 
us.' * And you would withdraw all protection from Shah Soojah P* 
retorted the envoy. * No,' said Shelton, * let him stay in our midst 
and we will protect him from all the Afghans ; but I tell you that 
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A detachment of the 4ith (three handred and twenty- 1 843 
seTen strong), under Brevet-Major Johnston, had proceeded 
from Cawnpore in November, 1841, for AfEghanistan, and 
on marching throngh Delhi in December, heard, for the 
first time, of the Cabnl ontbreak. The detachment was 
afterwards attached to Major-General McCaakill's brigade, 
and did daty and paraded with the 9th Foot, of which he 
was Lieut. -Colonel, on the advance across the Sutlej of the 
relieving force under Major-General Pollock. After the 
detachment had proceeded some two or three marches into 
the Punjanb, and when at Kussoor in camp, at eleven 
o'clock at night, an orderly from head-quarters brought 
the order for its return at once to India, the words of Sir 
Jasper Nicolls being — " the detachment of the 44th now 
" proceeding with the force to Affghanietan will cease to 
" belong to it from the receipt of this order, and will fall 
" back by forced march to Perozepore, au it goes to join a 
" regiment tehieh does not exUt. " This was in January, 
1842 ; and the detachment had the mortification, on leaving 
the force the following morning, of seeing the several 
regiments marching to avenge their slaughtered brethren. 
Dnring its subsequent stay at Ferozepore, where the 
detachment was encamped for five months, one hundred 

once yon leave here you will not ba able to protect yourselves.' 
' I OQUld sanctioD no aach act,' replied the envoy, ' or oonsent to 
such a step.' ' Well, Sir,' said Colonel Shelton, ' that is my opinion 
and advioe, and if you put me in command that is what I should do : 
as it is, give me whatever orders you and General Elphinatone think 
fit and 1 Bhall carry them ont to the best of my ability.' Alas, his 
advice was rejected, and all who left Cahnl on the final retreat were 
masBftcred, except Lieaten^int Sonter and seven soldiers of the 44th 
and three Enropean Artillerymen, with one company's officer, whose 
Dame I forget. Colonel John Shelton was not a pleasant man upon 
parade, nor the most popular commanding officer in tbe Army ; but 
he was a gallant soldier, a brave and determined man. Ue had 
seen service and kn<;w what war was, for be fought at Roleia, 
Vimiera, Cornnna, Flnsbiug, Badajox, Salamanca, Madrid, Burgos, 
Tittoria, St. Sebastian (where he lost an arm), Ava and Arracan, 
and a host of minor battles. This is a alight record, dno to the 
memory of Jaok Shelton, from one that feels he deserves it, and who 
had the honour of serving aa an offioer of the 41th in India, whan 
he was at its head." 
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1843 and fifty of the three hundred and twenty-seven men died 
from asphyxia. The detachment was afterwards moved 
to Knrnanl.* 

This portion of the 44th, increased by the arrival of 
two drafts from home, after giving volanteers to other 
corps continuing in India, embarked for England early in 
February, 1843. 

On the 7th April, 1843, Lieut. -General the Honourable 
Patrick Stuart, colonel commandant of the second battalion 
of the 60th Regiment, was appointed to the colonelcy of 
the 44th, in consequence of the decease of General Gore 
Browne, on the 12th January. 

Great efforts were made to complete the regiment, 
and during the year it received six hundred and fifty-seven 
recruits. The dep6t, now become the regiment, thus 
rapidly increasing in strength, was moved from Chatham 
to Canterbury, and thence in a few weeks to Deal, at 
which place, on the 27th of May, it was formed into ten 
companies. The men from India, two hundred and 
twenty-one in number, joined here in June. In July the 
regiment was removed to Chichester, and in August it 
proceeded to Gosport. 

Whilst the regiment was stationed at Gosport, Colonel 
Bumey — whose reminiscences have afforded much addi- 
tional information for this Record — went to see his old 
friend Colonel Shelton, at that time quite a wreck of his 
former self. As they were conversing on by-gone times, 
the colour of the 44th, which stood in a comer near which 



* Whilst quartered here Lieutenant P. W. MacMahon, Adjutant 
and Intei-preter of this detachment, collected the testimony of many 
of the Sepoys and camp-followers who were daily arriving from the 
disastrous retreat, as also copies of Major-General Elphinstone's 
despatch, and of letters from Colonel Shelton and Lieutenant Souter. 
These, as carefully arranged by him, elicited at the time the thanks 
of Sir Jasper NicoUs, then Commander-in-Chief in India, and are 
the grozmdwork of the foregoing account. 
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Colonel Barney waanit.ting', fell <Iowd and strnck him on the 184&' 
head; this was cunsidereJ an extraordinary circumstance, 
especially by his brother, a sailor, upon whom it made a 
great impression, and who coald not forget the reception 
given by the colour to its former officer. 

In October new percnssion muskets wore issued to the 
regiment. On the 1st of December the strength of the 
41th amounted to thirty-four sergeantR, f oar teen drummers, 
and eight hundred and eighty-two rank and file. 

At Haslar, on the 11th Dooember, new colours were 
presented by Lady Pakenham, wife of Major-General the 
Honunrable Sir Hercules Pakenhara, K.C.B., who spoke 
as follows : — " In preseniing the cohmrs of the 4»th Regi- 
1 deeply moved, for I cannot help feeling a 
of those painfnl emotions their late history in 
Affghanistan excited when perusing it; yet when I look 
around me on the few brave men who survived those 
almost unheard-of perils, and those who have since joined 
their rnnks, I feel assured that the fature career of the 
4ith Regiment will only remind the world of its former 
existence by displaying to more than ordinary advantage 
the well-known bravery of British soldiers, and so — if I 
may be allowed an allusion to the fabled bird of old — 
rise like a phcenix from the ashes of its predecessor. 
Receive these colonra with the warmest prayers for their 
future glory and saccess from one who, as the sister, 
wife, and mother of soldiers, feels an enthnsiastic interest 
in that brave order of men. May they always be unfurled 
in support of the hononr of our country and our gracious 
Queen, and to the glory of the King of Kings, whose 
blessing has already been eo eloquently invoked." 

The new colours were consecrated, with a mnst 
impressive prayer and address, by Archdeacon Wilberforce 
(afterwards Bishop of Oxford), then rector of that parish. 

Colonel Shelton, after returning thanks, added — 
" I must now pay a tribute to the memory of the departetl 
"brnve, bv vinrciifing the asperaiona which have been 
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SO ungenerously cast upon the conduct of a part of the 
regiment. When the Sepoys deserted us, and the 
Europeans were left to their own resources, the men of 
the 44th showed their sterling worth. From that 
moment I assumed the command of the rear-guard; 
and in going through the Tezeen Pass — annoyed by a 
galling and destructive fire from the heights on both 
flanks, and when crowds of savage Ghilzyes rushed like 
a torrent upon the rear — this brave little band, obedient 
to my voice, halted, faced about, and repelled the 
appalling numbers of the enemy under a tremendous 
fire, with a boldness and determined courage that 
might have extracted admiration from the very stones 
under their feet ; and though they had been then four 
days and four nights on the snow, these noble fellows 
performed a forced march of two days and one night, 
vdthout halting — repelling the incessant attacks of the 
enemy, under a destructive fire that strewed the whole 
line of road with the dead bodies of their comrades, with 
a constancy and unyielding courage that will command 
my admiration and respect so long as I live — and what 
I now state was under my own personal observation. No 
man ever thought of surrender, but all fell gloriously 
with their arms in their hands, fighting to the last, and 
only sixteen remained of the number that marched from 
Cabul. 



" I need now merely add that the conduct of the old 
" regiment is well worthy the emulation of the present 
" young corps, which has only to show similar devotion 
" and I shall be proud to lead it against the bravest foe 
** Europe can boast." 

The old colour, saved by Lieutenant Souter, having 
been trooped, was, with a monument to the memory of the 
officers and men who fell in Affghanistan, placed in the 
church of Alverstoke, Hants. 



1844 In Jan nary, 1844, the regiment was moved from 
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Gosport to Winchefiter,* and in May following tp Devcn- 1844 

port, vhere it remained nncil the spring of the n«xt year. 

Od tbe 14th of April, 1845, the 44th embarked at 1845 
DevODport for Ireland, and arrived at Dnblin on the 22nd 
of that month. 

Here Colonel John Shelton met with a fatal accident 
on the 10th of May. His horse ffill with him in Richmond 
Barrack Square, Dnblin, and he fractured his skull, He 
lingered for three dajs, insensible, and died on the 13th. 
This was, indeed, a melanchftly termination to the life of 
a soldier who had braved death in many a bard fonght 
battle daring a service of forty yeara. 

Colonel Shelton joined the army in 1 805, and first served 
with his regiment — the 9th Foot— in the first campaign in 
the Peninsula in 1808, nnder Sir Arthnr Wellealey, inclu- 
ding the battles of Roleia and Viraiera, and snbsequently 
under Sir John Moore, in the retreat to, and victory at, 
Corunna. He nest served in the Walcheren expedition in 
1809, and was present at the siege and capture of i'lushing. 
He served inthe Peninsula again nnder Wellington, and was 
present at Badajoa, Salamanca, Madrid, retreat from Burgoa, 
and assault apd capture of St. Sebastian — at which latter 
he lost his right arm. It ia related of him that he stood at 
tho door of his tent, with an nnmoved countenance, while 
the surgeon performed the amputation, which was from 
the socket, and that he was again nnder fire with his 
regiment within three months. He next served in the 
campaign in Canada in 1814, and in 181? exchanged into 
the 44th Regiment, with which he went to India, and 
served first in the campaign in pestilent Arracan, and after- 

* Captain Evans joined hero, witli Sor^eaiit Weir, Frivates 
Moore, Miller, and MoDede. TLbbb were the only men who had 
Borved in Ciibal and the retreat, who joined the regiment after its 
retorii home. The two former were diecharged, and the two latter 
died in the regiment shortly afterwards. Pensioner-Sergeant Weir 
died at Madras in 1858, while the regimetit was quartered there. 
He had proceeded thither from New Sontli Wales, in charge oF a 
cnrirn nf hovscs. 

L 2 
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1846 wards, as brif^adier-geiieral, in the ill-fated force in the 
outbreak in Afghanistan, as recorded in these pages. 
After his retarn to cantonments from the Balla Hissar 
there was not an expedition, or even a sortie, that he did 
not lead in persoD, animatinsr, by his fearless bearing, the 
troops engaged ; and in the disastroas retreat he was ever 
to be found where the attacks of the enemy were fiercest, 
encouraging the hard-pressed soldiers — scorning danger, 
and bearing, apparently, a charmed life. The accident, 
however, which (;aused his death, was mainly attributable 
to his loss of an arm, for he was unable, in consequence, 
although a good rider, to restrain or guide his run-away 
horse, which slif'ped and fell with him, on his unprotected 
side, with such force as to fracture his skull. 

It will hardly be credited, in these days of medals, 
that Colonel Shelton, with all his service, went to his grave 
without a decoration — the war-medals for the Peninsula 
and India not having at that time been granted. He was 
succeeded in the Lieutenant-Colonelcy by Major the 
Honourable Augustus Almeric Spencer. 

1846 From Dublin the regiment proceeded, in March, 1846, 
en route to Newry, where it arrived on the 2nd of April. 
On the ] 9th of August following it marched to Belfast, at 
which station the regiment arrived two days afterwards. 
In the autumn, orders were received to recruit to twelve 
hundred rank and file, with a view to the formation of a 
reserve battalion. 

1847 The regiment returned to Newry in the beginning of 
April, 1847, and proceeded to Fermoy on the 16th of 
December, at which station it arrived on the 29th of that 
month. In February of this year the strength of the 
regiment reached one thousand two hundred and twenty- 
seven rank and file, and in the following month it was 
divided into twelve companies. 

1848 On the 18th of February, 1848, the 44th marched 
from Fermoy to Cork ; and, having been ordered for foreign 
service, was, on the 1st of April, organised into two batta* 

lions — the Srat of which embarked for Malta on the 11th 
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of April, and arrived on tbe Sth of May. The other— the 1848 
reserve hattalion — embarked for the fiflme destination, 
under Major H. O. Moore, on the iOth of June, and arrived 
on the 14th of Jnly. Thedepflt waa moved to ParkhnrBt, 
Isle of Wight. Lieat-Colonel J. O. Clnnie, C. B.— who 
ha,d been appointed to the command of the reserve battalion 
on its formation, from half-pay of the Third Buffs — was 
unable to embark with it in consequence of ill-health. 
He retired in November, 1848, and was succeeded by 
Major A. H. Fprryman, who exchanged, on the 6th of 
September, 184^, with Lieut. -Colonel E. Thorpe, of the 
89th Regiment. 

During the years 1849 and 18.50, the 44th remained at 1849 
Malta — tbe depot continuing at Parklmrst, In April, 1850 
1850, the regiment was reduced to ten companieE 



tnd rank and file ii 
8 accordingly broker 



I reduced to ten 
L all, and the reserve battali 
p and consolidated with the first 
battalion, under Lieut. -Col on el Hon. A. Spencer. The 
dep6t waa removed to Chatham. Cholera raged at Malta 
during July 1850, when in six weeks, two sergeants and 
seventy-two rank and file died — Assistant- Surgeon Gray 
falling a victim to thia fatal disease. Of the above number, 
Captain Carey's company (K) lost forty- two out of its 
total strength of ninety-five men. The regiment also lost 
foarteen women and as many children, chiefly from the 
wing in the Cottonera District, where the familiea were 
quartered in the same barracks as the above company. 
The greater number of all these deaths ocouired in the 
last ten days of July. 

On the 25th of March, and 1st and 6th of May, 1851, 1851 
the regiment, in three divisions, embarked for Qibraltar, 
and landed at that station on the 19th of April and 2Uth 
of May. 

The regiment remained at Gibraltar during 1852* and 1852 
1853, and until the spring of the following year. 1853 
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• On the lOth of July, 1&52, {twi 
the regiment tiuHtainod a, great Iubh in 
AdjniBuL John ColpojB, who, in ndditjo 



days after hifl promotion), 
ho death af Lieatenaot and 
to hie effiaieacy bh an oSoer 
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1854 Events of momentons importance had occurred in Europe, 
and after the celebrated words of Lord John Bnssell, in 
the House of Commons, on the 17th of Pebruarj, 1854— 
" May Qod defend the right," England nerved herself for 
an approaching cbntest with Russia, whose attempts to 
crush Turkey had aroused the nation, slow to war, and 
conscious of the benefit of a prolonged peace, to support the 
independence of the Ottoman empire. 

Lord Raglan, so long associated with the Duke of 
Wellington, was selected to command the British forces 
ordered to the East — Malta being the first place of 
rendezvous. On this service the 44th embarked at Gibral- 
tar, on the 10th of March, and in The London Gazette of 
the 28th of that month appeared the official declaration of 
war against Russia, and tha.t of the Emperor of the French; 
that nation being, not as formerly the foe, but now the 
ally of England. More than half a century had elapsed 
since the 44th and other British regiments had fought 
against France in aid of the Sultan, and now, for the &*st 
time since the Crusades, French and English troops were 
leagued in a common cause. The 44th arrived at Malta 
on the 14th of March. 

On its embarkation for service, the total strength of the 
regiment consisted of eight companies, comprising thirty 
officers and nine hundred and twenty-three non-commis- 
sioned officers and men, leaving a small nucleus for two 
companies (of sick men, &c.) to be sent to the dep6t, which 
was removed from Chatham to Walmer. The regiment 
was a remarkably fine one ; no man being of less than three 

and adjutant, was a most energetic promoter of sports and athletic 
exercises, in all of which he himself was highly proficient, and in 
consequence of bis exertions, the men of the 44th were always found 
to excel at meetings for garrison games, &c. This officer may also 
be said to have originated (with the approval of Mr. Angelo), the 
bayonet exercise of the army. The regiment was drilled in it by 
him as early as 1848, and was pat through it at inspections before 
Lieut-General EUice, at Malta; and Lieut.- General Sir Bobert 
Gardiner, E.C.B., at Gibraltar ; both of whom expressed their high 
approval. With but slight alterations, this exercise is now a part of 
ihe establiehed drill of the army. 
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years, and few of more than eleven years' sei*vice. Since 1854 
its formation on return from India, tlie 44th had been 
almost the whole time nnder the command of Lieut.- 
Colonel Hon. A. A. Spencer, to whom, and the excellent 
system carried out by him, its high character for conduct, 
appearance, and discipline, was mainly attributable. 
Whilst at Malta, two hundred Minie Rifles were issued to 
the regiment. 

The stay of the 44th at Malta was but short, as the force 
proceeded thence to GalHpoli, for which place it (the 
second regiment of the expeditionary army) embarked on 
the 4th of April. 

Here the first six regiments of the expedition were landed, 
and were employed by brigades alternately, and in conjunc- 
tion with a French division, in the construction of a line 
of intrenchments across the Isthmus, at Boulair. These 
regiments (with the exception of the second battalion Rifle 
Brigade, and 93rd Highlanders, which were moved to 
Scutari, the rendezvous of the rest of the army, to join the 
light and first divisions there being formed, and which 
were relieved by the 1st and 38th from England,) were 
formed into the third division, under the command of 
Lieut.-Greneral Sir Richard England, K.C.B. 

First brigade under Colonel Sir John Campbell, Bart. — 
1st, 38th, and 50th Regiments. 

Second brigade nnder Colonel William Eyre, O.B. — 
4th, 28th, and 44th Regiments. 

The 44th was thus amongst its companion corps of the 
old war; having served in the Peninsula in the same 
brigade with the 4th, and in the same division with the 
28th at Waterloo : also in the same brigade with the 1st 
at Waterloo, and in the same division with the 1st and 
38th in the Peninsula. 

From Q-allipoli, the division was moved to Varna, 
whither the bulk of the army had preceded it ; the 44th 
embarking on the 23rd and 24th of June, and arriving 
there three days afterwards. Here the army was assembling, 
and the third division was encamped in the neighbonrhood 



144 mSTOBIOAL lUBOORD OF THB FORTT-FOURTH, 

1854 of the town until the embarkation of the force for the 
Crimea. The 44th were folly employed in making fascines 
and gabions.* There were a few fatal cnses of cholera in 
the regiment, but the light and other divisions safEered 
more than the third. On the 6th of August, orders were 
received for ihe infantry to wear moustachios. Whilst at 
Varna, t the regiment was completed with rifles of the 
Minie pattern. 

In consequence of the successf al defence of Silistria by 
the Turks, and the repulse of the Russians before that 
fortress, the fear of Turkey being invaded passed away 
and as the allied armies were no longer required to support 
by their presence the effort of the Ottoman troops, it was 
resolved to make a descent upon some of the possessions 
of Russia, and eventually the expedition to the Crimea 
was determined upon. 

Accordingly, the whole expedition embarked at Yama. 
The 44th, under the command of Colonel Hon. A. A. Spencer, 
on the 29th of August, on board the steam transport, 
** Tynemouth ": its strength was thirty oflBcers, and eight 
hundred and ninety nine men of all ranks. The names of 
the officers were — Colonel Hon. A. A. Spencer ; Majors 
Staveley and Fielden; Captains MacMahon, Browne, 
Fen wick, Faussett, Robinson, Howard, Hon. C. Agar, and 

* Two hundred men of the regiment, under Major Staveley, 
were detailed for dnty with the cavalry division, to look after 
Captain Nolan's horses, then arriving in great numbers from Africa, 
there not being dragoons sufficient to spare for the purpose. The 
men made themselves so useful, and such expert horsemen, that the 
Earl of Lucan afterwards applied for the transfer of the whole two 
hundred permanently to the cavalry, but this was, of course, refused. 

t Whilst the army was at Yama, there was a remarkable flight 
of locusts; they passed in a dense flock over the camp, casting 
a deep shade, and making a palpable diminution of light for several 
minutes. Myriads of them alighted, and the whole place was 
covered with them; the main body continuing at a considerable 
elevation. After gyrating in thick columns for some time over the 
heads of the troops, the whole living mass moved forward like an 
immense cloud, and disappeared in the distance. By many they 
were supposed at the time to be the precursor of the cholera and 
moknesa that almost immediately followed. 
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Mickleth wnit ; Lieutenants Streatfeild, Canlfeild, Fletcher, 1864 
Gregory, Thoroton, Hon. II. Handcoclc, Baillie,* Hoskins, 
Ingham, Eyre, Wood, and Bradford; Ensign, Cobham; 
Paymaster Bennett; Adjutant Preston; Quartermaster 
Walsh; Surgeon Mee; Assistant- burgeons Thomson and 
Gibbons. Captain Godfrey Cooper; Ensign Mclnnis 
(recently promoted from Sergeant Major) ; and Assistant- 
Surgeon Battler, were left on duty at Varna, in charge of 
sick men and the bagarage, animals and batmen. Captain 
Greene had been sent home to the dep5t from Varna upon 
promotion, on augmentation of the regiment. Captain 
Spring had been appointed to the staff as Paymaster and 
Staff OflBcer to the Scutari depot, a duty requiring great 
perseverance and ability, and which was most efficiently 
performed by this officer. 

The rendezvous was at Baljik Bay, a few miles from 
Varna ; and, on the 7th of September, all got under way, 
in lines of transports by division. It was a grand scene : 
the English had about eighty transports, all of large 
tonnage ; the French more, but smaller, — and the whole led 
by the combined fleet, formed quite a forest of masts. 
The expedition anchored off Eupatoria on the evening 
of the 13th, and, moving a few miles south during the 
night, landed in the Crimea on the 14th of September, at 
Old Fort near Lake Touzla. 

No opposition was offered to the disembarkation of the 
combined forces. The evening of the 14th proved wet; 
it rained in torrents all night, and there was not a dry 
coat in the army ; but the next morning was fine, and 
there was no more rain for some days. The temporary 
discomfort however, proved beneficial, for the water of 
Lake Touzla close by was salt and brackish, and the pools 
of rain-water served the men, till they could be supplied 
with better from the fleet. Some tents were landed the 
following day (16th), but were sent on board again on 
the 18th, together with the men's knapsacks, a light 
marching order kit, folded in the blanket, only being 

* Afterwards Brevet-Major the Hon. B. Baillie Hamilton, he 
having changed his name. 
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1854 retained. Officers carried the same on the march, their 
baggage ponies having been left at Varna ; three days, 
provisions were issued to the whole of the troops. 

On the 19th of the same month the army commenced its 
march, proceeding along the sea-coast to the south, and 
reached the stream Balganak towards evening, where, 
after a slight skirmish between the British cavalry and 
artillery and those of the enemy, it encamped. Here the 
first shot was fired between the hostile armies. The march 
was resumed on the following morning, and a halt was 
made within a short distance of the river Alma. This 
river rises in the mountains in the east of the Crimea, and 
falls into the sea about twelve miles to the north of 
Sebastopol. The southern bank is formed of almost 
precipitous hills, intersected by deep ravines. At the 
mouth of the river the cliffs are several hundred feet in 
height, and towards the sea they are nearly perpendicular. 
In the centre of the Russian position was a large hill of 
cone-like shape, on which extensive batteries and intrench- 
ments had been formed, whilst the crown of the hills was 
defended by large bodies of infantry. Fatigued though 
the British were by their long march under a broiling sun, 
and over the parched Tartar steppes, and accompanied by 
cholera to the battle-field, all felt most anxious to cope 
with the enemy. Daybreak saw the allies under arms, 
but it was noon by the time the Alma was reached. 

Both armies advanced on the same alignment, the British 
with a front of two divisions, in contiguous double columns 
of companies at half distance from the centre of divisions, 
with the front and left flank covered by light infantry 
(Rifle Brigade) and a troop of horse artillery; the second 
division, under Lieut.- General Sir De Lacy Evans, forming 
the right of the first line, and touching the left of the third 
French division under Prince Napoleon, and the light 
division, under Lieut-General Sir George Brown, the left ; 
the former being supported by the third division, under 
Lieut- General Sir Richard England, and the latter by the 
first division, commanded by Lieut- General His Royal 
Highness the Duke of Cambridge. The fourth division. 
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imder Lient-General Sir George Cathcart, was in reserve. !■ 

The light and second divisions having deployed into 
line advaaced Co attack the position. The first and third 
divisions were formed into a Hue of columns at deploying 
distance as a second line; and being found to over-lap two 
regiments of the third division, the 4th and 44th were 
detached in support of the Brigade of Guards (first of 
first division), which was immediately opposite to the 
batteries on on the Konrgane Hill, the principal point of 
attack. The divisions of the first line having in like 
manner overlapped, the second division was formed into 
two lines. The third division was thaa in effect thrown 
into a third line. 

This magnificent advance of the British lines under a 
galling fire, and in face of dense columns of the enemy 
strongly posted on the heights, and tfao final capture of the 
position, are matters of history. 

On leaving the third division, the 44th was deployed 
into line, and, following closely the Grenadier Guards, 
passed the Alma at and above the bridge at the village 
of BourHonk, when the right company, crossing by the 
bridge, moved up, by order of Sir R. England, and opened 
fire on a large Russian column which was supporting the 
work on the hill. The batteries of the enemy having been 
dismantled, and the position carried shortly afterwards, 
the regiment was moved to the right, and passing through, 
the leading brigade of the second division proceeded up 
the gorge or pass in pursuit of a Russian column retreating 
in all haste and the men throwing away their knapsacks, 
the British artillery meanwhile playing on the column 
over the heads of the regiment as it advanced. On gaining 
the heights above, the regiment was formed in line (with 
the remainder of the second brigade, third division, which 
followed closely) and there halted — a pursuit having been 
decided against by the allied commanders. 

The battery of artillery, which was rapidly brought up 
the hill, formed on the right of the 44th and annoyed the 
retreating Russian columns, now six or seven hundred 
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1854 yards dintant, with a few well-directed shot and shell. 
The last shot was fired from this point. 

Through mistake the 4th and 44th, as well as the rest 
of the third division, were omitted from the despatch of 
the battle ; but their places were afterwards recognised bj 
the Commander-in-Chief, on representations of Colonels 
Cobbe and Spencer; and have been properly* assigned 
to them in the Government plan of the battle. 

Kinglake, in his "History of the Invasion of the 
Crimea/* in the following passage, gives the place of the 
44th, without naming the regiment : — 

" The whole line, in which the Dake of Cambridge now 
" moved forward to the attack of the Koargane Hill, was 
** more than a mile and a half in length — it was only two 
"deep; but his right regiment (Grenadier Gnards) was 
" supported by a part of JSir Richard England's division." 

This part has already been shown ; and the small num- 
ber of casualties of the 44th — one private killed, and one 
corporal and six privates wounded — was mainly owing to 
the judicious deployment of the regiment as soon as detached 
from the division, by Colonel the Hon. A. A. Spencer, and 
to his ordering it to lie down in line while under direct 
fire from the batteries, when not required to advance. 

Lieutenant B. S. Hoskins received a contusion, but was 
not returned as wounded. 

The first gun was fired from the fleet, which accompanied 
the march of the army, at about one p.m., and the last 
from the artillery of the third division, at 4.15 p.m., so 
that, in a little more than three hours, the allied armies 
became masters of a position which the Russian commander 
had vainly expected to hold for a fortnight.! 

* With the exception of their position after the action. 

t At the Alma the regimental dog " Bob,'* of the Scots Fusilier 
Gnnrds, being near the 44th, attached itself to the latter dnring the 
battle, having lost his own corps, and remained with the 44th, being 
fed and taken care of bj letter F company for several days daring 
the flank march, and nntil ground was taken up on the platean 
of Sebastopol, when he found his way back to his old frionds of the 
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There is an instance of devotedness connected with this 1854 
battle which must not be omitted, and which will be always 
inseparably associated with the 44th Regiment. The 
following account from Mr. Rassell's com^spondence, as 
published in the *' Times" of the 24th October, 1854, 
cannot be improved upon: — 

** We have lately been told, again and again, that the 
''increased civilization and humanity of modem times will 
" greatly mitigate the horrors of war. To a certain extent 
" this is undoubtedly true. Our list of Russian prisoners 
** proves it. Russians easily get rid of such incumbrances 
" by the summary method of the bayonet. I telt proud of 
" my country when I saw little groups of English soldiers 
"tenderly nursing wounded and dying Russians on the 
" field of Alma, the day after the battle, particularly when 
"my indignation was hardly calmed at the well-proved 
'•stories of ferocious feeling manifested by these same 
" wounded. In several instances they treacherously fired 
"at or stabbed the doctor who had just dressed their 
" wounds, or the kind Samaritan who had slaked their 
"parched throats with a draught of water; thus showing 
"all the inextinguishable hatred of a dying wild beast, 
" and none of the noble chivalry of a civilized soldier. 
" Notwithstanding the ingratitude of these poor Russian 
" slaves, an English doctor, to his eternal honour, volun- 
"teered to remain behind and endeavour to alleviate the 
" sufferings of seven hundred wounded Russians, who had 
" been removed from the field of battle, on the south bank 
" of the Alma, to the deserted village on its north bank. 

"Dr. James Thomson, Assistant- Surgeon of the 44th 
" Regiment, and his soldier servant, deserve to be held up 
" as heroes. For four or five days they, and they alone, 
"had to wait upon and support this enormous mass of 
" severely wounded men. The task was in many respects 

Guards. This dog may now be seen preserved in the Royal United 
Service Institution at Whitehall. He was returned as *' missing " at 
the Alma, and his history is related on the card attached to his 
staffed remains ; the above ciroumstance affords the solution of his 
anacoountable absence. 
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1854 "a most dangerous one — as we have seen, the patients 
" themselves were not to be trusted. The Cossacks might 
'^ also at any time make prisoners of them on the retreat 
" of the allied armies. The dead were festering in heaps 
" around the sick and dying. These two men frequency 
*' had to bury a horrible mass of carcases and fragments 
*' before they could get at some poor wounded wretches. 
" In this way they must with their own hands have dragged 
*' out and buried some two hundred. There was no food 
** of any kind for the sick, so the soldier managed to drive 
'Mn a stray bullock, and with the aid of some Russian 
*' convalescents (their misfortunes seemed to have 
''humanised them) he killed it and made some soup for 
"them. At length Her Majesty's ships, * Albion,' 
"'Vesuvius,' and the steam transport * Avon,' arrived. 
"The whole crew of the first landed and removed the 
" wounded on board the * Avon,' while the * Vesuvius * 
" guarded the shore. In the midst of this hamane occupa- 
"tion a Russian force of some four thousand or five 
" thousand men approached the village, andr the sailors 
" were obliged to hasten on board, as it was beyond tlie 
" range of the ship's guns. However, three hundred and 
** and forty wounded were put on board the ' Avon,' under 
" charge of their heroic preservers. Dr. Thomson and his 
"servant. About forty were left behind, and many of 
" these poor fellows who had previously seemed unable to 
" walk, endeavoured with all their might to hobble after 
"their more fortunate comrades. The next day the 
" ' Avon ' proceeded with them to Odessa. Now, surely, 
" when the Humane Society rewards a man who saves one 
" single individual, society will not fail to do something 
"for two men, who, under such dreadful trials, saved the 
" lives of three hundred and forty." 

The sequel remains to be told. Dr. Thomson having 
attended his charge to Odessa, where they were given over 
to the Russians, returned to the Crimea and landed at 
Balaklava en rorde to rejoin ; his one suit of uniform bearing 
unmistakeable tokens of his labours in the cause of 
immanity. He never reached his regiment. Fatigued and 
weakened by his benevolent exertions, he fell a residy victim 
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to the cholera, which was raging at Balaklava, at which 1654 
place he died, on the 5th of October, the morning after his 
arrival.* 

The name of the soldier who accompanied him in his 
humane mission is private John Margrath 44th Regiment. 
He served for many years after in the Regiment, and bore 
an excellent character. 

During the 21st and 22nd the armies halted on the Alma 
heights, and were engaged in burying the dead of both 
sides, in carrying the British and French wounded to the 
fleet and the Russian wounded to the houses in the village 
below. The march was resumed on the 23rd of September, 
to the high ground beyond the River Katcha, where the 
Russians offered no opposition — having, ifc was ascertained, 
with scarcely a halt, retreated to their fortress of 
Sebastopol. On the 24th the troops moved to beyond the 
river Balbec, meeting with no resistance; and on the 
following dfty, by a flank march, towards the south of 
Sebastopol. The aimy came in collision on this day, at 
McKenzie's Farm, with a Russian rear-guard, or a large 
provision and baggage escort, moving from the city. 

Marching thence, in the evening, after dark, the third 
division arrived at and bivouacked on the banks of the 
Tchemaya, at two o'clock in the morning of the 26th 
of September. Again moving, the army arrived the same 
afternoon at Balaklava. Possession was at once taken of 
this harbour, and the place put in a state of defence by 
the British. On the 27th, the third and fourth divisions 
marched to the neighbourhood of Sebastopol, halting on 
ground afterwards occupied by the French left attack. 
After several changes of position, the division at length on 
the 2nd of October, settled down to its fixed position 

* An obelisk, with an inscription commemoratiye of his heroism, 
has been erected by subscription to the late Assistant-Surgeon 
Thomson near his native town, Cromarty ; and a foundation for the 
encouragement of learning established there, called " the Thomson 
Bursary." 
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1864 throngbont the siege, on the left of the British attack.* 
A small proportion of tents was sent up on the three 
following days for the regiment. 

Every nerve was now strained to break gronnd before 
Sebastopol. On the 28th the Royal Artillery commenced 
disembarking, and in five days the landing of the British 
siege train materiel was effected. It was a busy time as 
well for the assailants as for the enemy; for whilst the 
latter made determined efforts to frustrate those of the 
besieging troops, the former were fully occupied in 
conveying from Balaklava — seven miles distant from the 
camp — guns, ammunition, military stores, and provisions. 
Ground was broken and trenches opened on the 10th of 
October. 

The first bombardment of Sebastopol took place on the 
17th of October, and lasted until the evening of the 19th, 
when it became evident that the place could not be assaulted 
so early as was at first anticipated. Several changes in the 
works of attack, therefore, became necessary; the principal 
one of which it was only possible, owing to the Russian 
fire, to effect under cover of night. The regiment was in 
the left attack (Greenhill) on the 17th, and had three men 
killed, and Lieutenant Wood, one sergeant and four rank 
and file wounded. Whilst in the trenches, on the 20th of 
October, Captain Andrew Browne,t Lieutenant Michael 
Bradford, and Assistant- Surgeon John Gibbons, were 
wounded, and one drummer killed, and six rank and file 
wounded by the explosion of one shell. On the following 

* A detachment of sickly men had been left at Balaklava, under 
Captain Howard and Lieutenant Richard Fitz-Riohard Eyre. The 
latter died of cholera and dysentery, on the 15th of October. This 
detachment was present at the action of Balaklava. 

t His wound occasioned the amputation of the right arm and part 
of the left I'and. Assistant. Surgeon Gilxbons distinguished himself on 
this occasion, having? dressed the wounds of all who were hurt before 
looking to or even mentionine his own, whi.-h although slight was 
painful, a small piece of shell having become embedded in his leg. 
Lieutenant Bradford retired from the service the following year, and 
died ahortly afterwards from the effect of his wound. 
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iTig Sergeant-Ma jor O'Neill was takea prisoner 1854 
whilst witlidrawiDg the advanced pentries. He remained 
in the hands of the Bnssians for twelve months. 

On the 25th of October occurred the famons cavalry 
action at Balaklava, and on the following day the Bortie 
of the enemy against the right of the British position. 
The regiment was not present at either of these actions, 
being on dnty in the trenches. Strengthened hy numer- 
ous reinforcements, the Bnseian commander — Prince 
MenschikofE — determined again to attack the allied armies, 
and the result was the sanguinary battle of Inkerman on 
the 5th of November. 

On the retnrn from the trenches of a party of the 44th, 
on the morning of the 5th of November — the greater part 
of the regiment having formed a portion of the relief — a 
rapid roll of musketry, accompanied by the deeper roar 
of artillery, was heard from the right of the British 
position. The Russians — under cover of a thick fog and 
a drizzling rain^ — had establihhed themselves dnring the 
night on the heights above the Inkerman Valley, within 
a few hundred yards of the picquets of the second division. 
As day dawned, they advanced, and endeavoured to tnm 
the flank of the British position, of which the second 
division held the extreme rig'ht. A brisk cannonade, 
which riddled their camp, quickly roused the regiments 
of the second division, who, flyine to arms, were soon 
hurried to the support of the picquets then doing their beat 
to check the advance of the heavy Russian columns. Thus 
commenced that famous " soldiers' battle," where the men 
of the difierent regiments, in many instances, raised toge- 
ther, skiiTnished, or formed themselves into parties under 
the nearest ofBoer, and so, in a measure, creating order out 
of confasion, disputed the ground, inch by inch, till the 
arrival of the light division and brigade of Guards infused 
some regularity into the array. The Artillery now hurried 
up from all parts of the camp, and the fourth division, 
nnder Lieut.- General the Honourable Sir George Cathcart, 
also coming up formed in snppoi-t. This gallai ~ 
WIU3 killed in an attempt to turn the Russian left. The 
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1854 third division — a ffreot proportion of which was in the 
trenches, under Brigadier- General Eyre — was held in 
reserve, occupying ground in advance of what was after- 
wards called Cathcart's Hill, and detaching its two 
strongest regiments — the 1st and 50th — under Brigadier- 
General Sir John Campbell, in support of the lett of the 
light division A division of the French, detached in aid 
of the British, arrived on the field soon after. It not being 
the object, however, of this record to enter into a minute 
description of an action in which the 44th was not actively 
enufaged, suffice it to say, that in the afternoon, after the 
most obstinately contested battle of the war, and one on 
which depended the maintenance of the siege, and perhaps 
the very existence of the allied armies, the Russian columns 
were compelled to retreat, with tremendous loss. It ap- 
peared that, by a mistake in the darkness and fog of the 
night, the Russians had concentrated on the Inkerman 
heights, instead of attacking the British position at two 
points at once, as had been intended. Their columns thus 
crowded together were unable to deploy, and the Mini6 
bullets of the British troops penetrated them with telling 
effect. 

The greater part of the 44th was, as has been shown, 
engaged in defending the trenches, on which the Russian 
batteries kept up a heavy cannonade ; and the men off 
duty — one hundred and fifty in number — under Major 
Feilden, with the reserve, were in advance at Catheart's 
Hill. 

Lord Rnglan expressed his sense of the services of the 
third division in the following terms : — 

"I must likewise express my obligations to Lieut.- 
" General Sir Richard England, for the excellent dis- 
'* position he made of his division, and the assistance he 
" rendered to the left of the light division, where 
" Brigadier- General Sir John Campbell was judiciously 
" placed, and effectively supported Major- Gen. Codrington ; 
" and I have great pleasure in stating that Brigadier- 
" General Eyre was employed in the important duty of 
'* guarding the trenches from any assault &om the town." 
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His Lordsliip, in a subsequent despatch, bore testimony 1854 
to the share taken by the division in all the siege opera- 
tions, as will be seen by the following extract : — 

" The third division was only partially engaged ; but 
" having been actively employed in all the siege operations, 
" Lieut.- General Sir Richard England avails himself of 
" the opportunity to mention, in terms of high approbation, 
" the staff officers and officers in command of regiments." 
The name of Colonel the Honourable Augustus Spencer, 
commanding the 44th, was specially mentioned. 

As a mark of Her Majesty's recognition of the 
meritorious services of the non-commissioned officers in 
the Crimea, the Queen directed that a sergeant* should be 
selected from each regiment of cavalry, guards, and 
infantry, of the army under Lord Raglan, for promotion 
to a commission, the date to be that of the battle of 
Inkerman. The thanks also of both Houses of Parlia- 
ment was voted for this victory and that of the Alma. 

In December, 1854, the regiment was augmented to 
sixteen companies ; eight companies, consisting of one 
thousand rank and file, before Sebastopol, four as a reserve 
at Malta, and four as a dep6t. The entire strength was 
directed to be one hundred and nine sergeants, forty-one 
drummers, and two thousand rank and file. 

This augmentation occasioned an additional lieut.- 
colonel to be added to the regiment, and Major Charles 
William Dunbar Staveley was promoted to that rank, his 
commission bearing date 12th of December. Major Robert 
Feilden became the senior major and Captain Patrick 
William MacMahon was promoted to the vacant majority. 

* The folIowlDg non-commissioned officers of the 44th were 
appointed to commissions in the regiment whilst serving in the 
Crimea : — Quartermaster Sergeant Richard Gilham Thomsett, 
appointed quartermaster on 27th Jaly, 1855, and paymaster on 
25th January, 1856 (died 15th December, 1861) ; Sergeant-major 
Francis O'Neill, promoted ensign on 6th November, 1855, and 
adjutant on 1st February, 1856; Sergeant-major William Hart, 
promoted quartermaster on 25th January, 1856; Colour-Sergeant 
J. Bowe received a oometcy in the Land Transport Corps. 

h2 
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1854 Christmas,* before Sebastopol, miglit be compared to 
that passed by the 44th in Affghanistan ; in both instances 
the castomary greetings of that festive season must have 
seemed almost a mockery. The weather, which, with the 
exception of the night following the landing at Old Fort, 
had been particularly fine, indeed almost cloudless, broke 
at the beginning of November, and on the l4th of that 
month the Black Sea and the Crimea were visited by 
a tremendous gale, accompanied by driving rain und sleet, 
which left not a tent standing in the allied camp, and 
wrecked numbers of vessels both within and outside the 
harbour of Balaklava; amongst others a fine steamer, the 
" Prince," with a most valuable cargo, and winter clothing 
for the whole army, was totally lost. There were also lost 
on board this vessel private stores for the 44th, consisting 
of two thousand flannel shirts, one thousand pairs of socks, 
nine hundred pairs of cloth trousers, and five hundred shell- 
jackets. This loss it was at first impossible to remedy, but 
after a while curious sheepskin and rabbitskin coats were 
served out, but not in sufficient numbers for all demands. 
From this storm may be dated the sufferings and privations 
of the winter siege. Cholera, from which the army had 
never been free since first attacked at Varna, increased 
daily : scurvy and frost-bites sent numbers to hospital : and 
during November, and the four following months, f the 

* On Ghristmajs Day, 1854, the 44th had short rations issued to 
it, and at so late an hour that the men for dnty had no time to cook 
their morsel hefore going into the trenches. On the following 
ChniBtmas Day there was a gathering of twenty-two officers, and a 
happy evening was spent ; song and merriment prevailed, and 
although cold and snow were without, warmth was within — ^the 
many incidents and memories of the war giving a zest to the 
festivity. 

t Deaths, 44th Begiment : — 

During November, 1854 
December, „ 
January, 1855 . 



if 

„ February ,, 



ft 



March „ 



82 

86 

67 

111 

77 



818 
The total oasnalties Bustained by the 44th from disease during 



OB IHB EAST BBSXX RSQUIEBT. 167 

deaths in tbe 44tb amounted to three hnndred and thirteen 18M 
non-commisBioned officers and men. The weather increas- 
ing in Beverity aa tho winter advanced, the trench duties, 
without shelter from anow or rain, became most ardnons ; 
provisions were besides scarce in the front, owing to the 
faiinreofthe transport, and the impassable condition of 
the roads. This state of things being aggravated bj the 
fact that both officers and men were frequently on dnty 
two and even three nights in succession, many a hardy 
soldier snccumbed to this combinatioa of privation and 
fatigue.* 

Towards the end of December a draft for tbe regi- 
ment arrived at Balaklava, and in January it joined the 
headquarters at the front. Tho new year brought with it 
no imprftvement ; on the contrary, the commissariat 
transport having broken down, fatigue parties bad to be 
sent to carry up warm clothing and rations from BalalsJava. 
Men frequently died iu the trenches from cold and 
exhaustion ; at length a railroad was commenced from the 
above place to the camp, which proved most serviceable, 
and towards tbe middle of January, 1855, a favourable IflBS 
change io the weather became manifest ; the health of tbe 
regiment however as yet showed no improvement. 

Lieut.- General Sir Frederick Ashworth was appointed 
Colonel of tbe 4Mh on the 8th of Febrnaiy, 1855, the 

the aerrice of the regiment in tlie Crimea, amomited to fifteen 
aergeaata, nine drummers, and three houdred and Beventj-aeven 
rank and file. From first to last the 44th were in the front on the 
plateau of tbe left attack before Sebastopol. 

• The band at tbe regiment soSered equally with their com- 
rades ; they had at first beeo told off as stretcher-oarriers, and 
owin^ to the frequent calls on their aervicca on the march from 
Old Fort, principally from caaes of oholera, their iuatrumenta 
became a aecondary coneideratioQ, and were nnaroidably much 
damafi^d. As the preaanre for dnty.men became greater the 
bandsmen mere sent to the ranks, and by tbe cod of tha winter 
there were left neither bandsmen, instruments, nor ransic. This, 
it will be seen, was the third time within thirty yaarfl that tho 
band had been destroyed — viz., on the Ganges in 1823 in 
AlTghiiiiistari in 1842. and in the Crimea in 1855. 



158 HISTORIOAL REOORD OF THE FOBTT-FOUBTH, 

1856 decease of General the Honourable Sir Patrick Stuart, 
G.O.M.G., having occurred on the 7th of that month. 

Early in February the Regiment received much praise 
from Major- General Eyre, at his inspection, for its cleanly 
and efficient state, despite the difficulties to be contended 
with. The light company (Captain Faussett's) in par- 
ticular was quoted as a pattern for other regiments of the 
brigade. This officer was shortly afterwards appointed 
brigade-major by General Eyre. 

This month proved the worst which had been ex- 
perienced by the regiment. On the 1st of March the 
strength in non-commissioned officers and men was nine 
hundred and thirty-five, but of this number four hundred 
and ninety-five — more than one-half — were reported "sick." 
One hundred and eleven were struck ofE as dead since the 
31st of January, 1856. 

During March the operations of the siege were carried 
on with greater activity, and the second bombardment of 
Sebastopol was opened on the 9th of April, but terminated 
in eight days, without any apparent result. During May 
the health of the regiment improved, and in June it was 
reported as " good.'' 

A third bombardment commenced on the 6th of June, 
in the afternoon instead of at daybreak, as in the two 
former instances. This also ended in a few days. By the 
16th of June new batteries had been completed, which, it 
was anticipated, would place the besiegers in a position to 
resume the offensive with the utmost vigour. Accordingly, 
on Sunday the 17th of June, the fourth bombardment was 
commenced, and an attack on the following day determined 
upon. This afforded the regiment, which on the previous 
day had been armed with Enfield in lieu of Mini6 rifles, an 
opportunity of distinguishing itself in the attack and 
occupation of the Cemetery at the head of the Dockyard 
Creek. 

It was arranged that the French assault on the 

Malakoff should take place at three o'clock in the morning 

oi the 18tb, and before that hour the British Commander 
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and head-quarter staff, with other officers, arrived at the 1865 
appointed post. As day broke the French commenced 
their operations from the Inkerman attack, and, as their 
columns issued from the works, they encountered the most 
serious opposition both from musketry and the guns in the 
works, which had been silenced the previous evening. 
Observing this. Lord Raglan forthwith ordered the British 
columns to move out of the trenches upon the Redan. 

By half-past three it was perceived that General 
Pelissier had not succeeded in his attack upon the Malakoff. 
All the allied batteries were therefore ordered to resume 
their fire as heavily as possible. However, at about half- 
past seven, the firing slackened in consequence of the 
attack being relinquished. 

Lieutenant- General Sir Richard England bad been 
ordered, whilst the direct attack upon the Redan was in 
progress, and as a co-operative movement from the left of 
the English position, to send one of the brigades of his 
division, under the command of Major- General Barnard, 
down the Woronzoff Ravine, with a view to afford support 
to the attacking columns on his right; and the other 
brigade, under Major-General Eyre, was, still further to 
the left, to threaten the works at the head of the Dockyard 
Creek. Major-General Barnard, proceeding down the 
Woronzoff Road, was placed in position on the right of the 
ravine, ready to co-operate with the columns of attack on 
the right, whilst Major-General Eyre, with the second 
brigade, moved down by the " Valley of Death " to another 
ravine which separated the left of the British from the 
right of the French advanced works, for the purpose of 
attacking the enemy's ambuscades, and making a demon- 
stration on the head of the Dockyard Creek. 

The brigade under Major-General Eyre, consisting of the 
9th, 18th, 28th, 38th* and 44th Regiments— total strength 
about two thousand bayonets — moved off on this service 
between one and two o'clock a.m., and, in attacking the 

* The 88th, from the first brigade, third diyision, had recently 
been ezohanged with the 4th Regiment. 
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1865 first of the ambuscades, the troops were anticipated by the 
French, who cleverly took them on their left flank as the 
British advanced in front, and made several prisoners. 
Beyond this the French had no orders to co-operate, and 
Major-General Eyre therefore poshed on an advanced 
guard under Major Robert Feilden, of the 44th, composed 
of marksmen from each corps, formed into two companies 
under Captain Bobinson and Lieutenant the Hon. H. 
Handcock,* of the 44th, and a captain and subaltern of the 
28th Regiment, supporting it on the right by the 44th and 
dSth, and on the left by the 18th, and keeping at first the 
9th and 28th in reserve. The Russian picquets were at 
once driven in by the advauce, and the ground to be 
occupied by the brigade cleared. 

No estimate could be formed of the strength of the 
enemy, who occupied a strong position, their right resting 
on a mamelon and their left on a cemetery. Marksmen in 
rifle pits occupied all these points, and the intervening 
ground was intersected and the road barricaded with stone 
walls, which the men were obliged to pull down, under 
fire, before they could advance. In rear of this position, 
towards the fortress, several houses were occupied by the 
Russians, and there were reserves of them seen in the rear. 
This position, under the fire of the guns of the fortress, 
was stroDg, and it could not be expected to be carried and 
retained without incurring a considerable loss, which was 
experienced both in officers and men, who all nobly dis- 
charged their duty. The 18th pushed on and occupied 
some houses immediately under the gar den- wall battery, 
on the left ; and the 44th, swarming into the advanced 
houses on the right, kept up a continuous fire on the 
embrasures at the head of the Dockyard Creek. After 
taking possession of some houses in front, the 38th 
endeavoured to turn the flank of a battery which annoyed 
the troops in front. These parties were subsequently 



* Lient Handcock was promoted to a company in the regiment 
in snccession to one of the death vacancies of the following day. He 
was afterwards killed by a tiger, while with the regiment in India, 
on the i6th of December, 18(S. 
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reinforced from time to time by the 9th Regiment, the 1856 
2Sth being drawn up in line in rear to support the whole. 

Having driven the Russians from all these points, 
the brigade continned to occnpy them, with a, view to 
ulterior movements, in case of the attack on the right 
proving succesBfal, and nntil it should be decided n'hat 
portion of the ground it was considered advisable to 
retain for siege operations. 

It had been expected tbat the anniversary of Water- 
loo wonld have proved more fortnuate, bnt as the attack 
was not aucoeasfal, ind as the town front was not 
attacked, Lord Raglan gave orders for the withdrawal of 
Major-General Eyre's brigade, the ground won being 
too far in advance to be permanently occupied for aiege 
operations ; the high ground in the Cemetery however 
was retained, and the advanced parallel of the left attack 
was prolonged to it on the following night. The whole 
position was, nevertheless, held until dark, the troops 
having been exposed throughout the day to a roncen- 
trated fire from the guna of the fortress, in addition to 
some field guns espresaly brought to bear upon them. 

At dnsk the fire slackened, and after removing 
the wounded to the rear, the brigade was gradually 
withdrawn, the command of it having devolved on 
Lie nt.- Colonel Adams of the 28th, in consequeuce of 
Major- General Eyre having received a wound in the head 
in the early part of the day, which incapacitated him at 
the close of the action from attending to his duties. No 
attempt waiS made to molest the troops on their retiring ; 
their casualtieg were considerable, amounting to thirty- 
one officers, forty-four sergeants, and four hundred and 
eighty-seven rank and file, killed or wounded. 

The 18th, 38th, and 44th were the moat advanced 
on this day. It was ten minutes past three when they 
went into action. They got (for the first time for any 

fart of the British army) actually into the town of 
ebastopol, being so close to the Creek and Garden Bat- 
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1855 ieries that the Rnssians conld not depress their gans 
sufficiently to oppose them. The bnildings and gardens 
of this portion of the town, the snbarb at the head of 
the creek — the inhabitauts haviDg only just left them — 
were occupied by these regiments ; but all were enfiladed 
and exposed to a plunging fire from the Great Redan 
and Barrack Batteries. Five hundred and sixty-two 
officers and men — more than a quarter of the brigade — 
were the casualties of this day, and the conflict might, 
in truth, be named the "Infantry Balaklava." The 
brigade was altogether under fire about eighteen hours, 
having remained in the position until nightfall, when 
it slowly retired at about half-past nine, under cover 
of darkness, and reached the camp between ten and 
eleven p.m., having been absent just twenty-one hours. 
Soon after its return to camp there was an alarm, when 
the fatigued remnant of the brigade again fell in; this 
proved to be a false alarm. The affair in the Cemetery 
was, according to Lord Raglan's despatch, most daring, 
and so hot was the fire from the Garden, Barrack, and 
Creek Batteries, that many of the wounded officers and 
men had to be left in the open all day ; at dark, 
and before the brigade was withdrawn, all were brought in 
that could be found; the dead were left where they fell, 
and although search was made for them after dark were, 
with a few exceptions, never recovered or buried. The 
following night the new trench was opened in the Cemetery, 
when the Russians shelling the working-parties unceasingly, 
and setting fire to the long grass with carcases and fire- 
balls, the effect, more brilliant than welcome to the soldiers 
at work — their exact position being thus discovered — was 
heightened by a bombardment of the town and sea batteries 
by the allied fleet. 

In his despatch (of which a copy was forwarded by 
Lord Raglan to Lord Panmure), Major- General Byre 
stated that he could not "sufficiently express his sense 
" of the conduct of the officers, non-commissioned officers 
"and men on this occasion. The conduct of all was so 
" exemplary, during this trying day, that he could scarcely 
with justice particularize individuals." 
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Colonel the Honourable Augustus Spencer, command- 1856 
ing the 44th Regiment, who was wounded, and Lieut.- 
Colonel Stavelej, who succeeded to the command on the 
former being obliged to quit the field, were specially 
thanked for their assistance, together with Major Feilden, 
who commanded the advanced guard. The valuable 
services of Brigade Major Captain Faussett and Assistant- 
Surgeon John Gibbons of the 44th, were also acknowledged, 
— the latter, in conjunction with Assistant- Surgeon Jeeves 
of the 38th, whilst exposed to a most galling fire, having 
exerted himself in the field in attending to the wounded in 
so zealous and humane a manner as to call forth special 
notice. Colour-sergeant James Donelan and Private Robert 
Thimbleby were particularly named by Major- General Eyre 
for gallantry — the latter for assisting wounded comrades 
while exposed to a heavy fire. 

The 44th had the following officers killed or wounded • 
on the 18th of June : — 

Captains Bowes Fenwick (died following day) 
Honourable Charles Welbore Herbert Agar (died same 
evening), William Henry Mansfield (died of wounds, 28th 
June), and Francis William Thomas Caulfeild (died 
following day, 19th) ; Colonel the Honourable Augustus 
Almeric Spencer, and Lieutenants Joseph Logan and 
T. Orton Howorth wounded ; Lieutenant B. S. Hoskins,* 
although not so reported, was also wounded ; one drummer 
and sixteen rank and file killed ; eleven sergeants, two 
drummers, and ninety-six rank and file wounded ; seven 
men were missing, supposed to have been killed, but, 
owing to the roughness of the ground, were not found by 



* Lieutenant Hoskina was promoted to a company in the 
regiment in August of this year, but retired from the service in 
1858. Tie joined the English Volunteer Legion of Garibaldi's army 
in 1860, with which he served as major of the brigade. He 
subsequently took service as captain in the army of the Confederate 
States of America, and was killed in action in 1863. 
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1855 the partj sent after dark to bring in the killed and 
wounded.* 

Of six captains who went into action four were killed, 
and buried in front of the camp of the third division. A 
monnment was placed over them, and their names also 
inscribed on the general regimental monument afterwards 
erected on Cathcart's Hill. Great credit was gained hj 
the regiment for its steadiness and endorance on this 
trying day. 

On the receipt of the news in England, a telegraphic 
despatch was sent to the Crimea, and being published to 
the army, afforded much gratification to the troops. It 
expressed Her Majesty's grief *' that so much bravery 
should not have been rewarded with merited success. 
An additional interest attaches to the order issued on the 
occasion, from its being the last emanating from Lord 
Baglan, who died about nine o'clock on the 28th of June, 
the date of the order. This was a sad blow to the army, 
for his Lordship was esteemed by all ; " and his country," 
to use the Minister of War's expression, "had, indeed, 
" been deprived of a brave and accomplished soldier, a 
"true and devoted patriot, and an honourable and dis- 
" interested subject." 

Lieut.-Oeneral Sir George Brown being absent, on 
account of ill-health, Major-General Simpson, the chief of 
the stafP, as next senior officer, assumed the command ; the 
appointment of Commander-in-Chief in the Crimea, with 
the local rank of general, being subsequently conferred 
upon him by the Queen. 

Colonel the Honourable Augustus Spencer was 
appointed, on the SOth of June, to the command of the 
first brigade of the fourth division. He appointed Captain 
Bobinson as his Aide-de-Camp. Lieutenant- Colonel 

* The nnmber of men of all ranks ** nnder arms " of the 44th, 
on the 18th June, 1855, was four hundred and sixtj-siz; the 
casualties, therefore, ooe hundred and thirty-three in number, 
amounted to considerably more than one-fourtfau 
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StaTsIej Bncceeded to the command of tlie regiment. It 

Captain Levett Thoroton, of the 44th, was slightly 
wonnded in the trenches on the 28th of July. This mont* 
Lad passed in repellii'g occasional sorties from the enemy, 
and in strengthem'ng and improving the advanced works; 
wbicb, hy the lUth of Augnst, had become so close to the 
place, that Hny further approach could not be made with- 
out great difficulty. 

On the 2nd of Augnst, Lieut. -General Sir WiDlam 
Eyre (who had been made a K.C.B.) succeeded to the 
command of the third division, and Colonel Trollope, C.B., 
of the 62nd Regiment, was appointed to the second 
brigade. 

Fresh drafts arrived for the 44th from Malta and 
England towards the end of this month. 

The hope of the Caar that he wonld be able to relieve 
the garrison was at length dispelled by the battle of the 
Tehernaya, gained on the 16th of Aagust by the French 
and Sardinians. The time bad at length aiiived for the 
final bombardment of Sebastopol, and it was arranged that 
the firing should commence steadily on the morning of the 
Sth of September, and be increased as the day progressed, 
care being taken to reserve a sufficient quantity of 
ammunition for a very heavy fire just previous to the 
assault, ordered to take place on the morning of the 8th. 
A tremendous cannonade was commenced by the French 
aboat five o'clock a.m., the British batteries opening at the 
Bame time on the Redan and Malakoff. The bombard- 
ment continued during the Sth and 7th, and on the 
morning of the Sth the whole of the batteries were in foil 
play. At a few minutes before noon the French signal 
was given, and the Malakoff gained without loss ; this 
work was retained hy the French, who defeated every 
attack made to regain it. 

After experiencing very heavy lose, and the Russians 
bringing up their reserves, the British proved nnable to 
maiatain themselves in the salient angle of the Redan, 
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1855 which thpj had penetrated, and orders were given to with- 
draw. The British share in the assault was entrusted 
to the second and light divisions, under Lieut.-General 
TSir William Codrington. 

The attack was to have been renewed on the following 
mominn^, with the flicrh landers, to be supported by the 
third division. General Simpson having made arrange- 
ments for this object with Lieut.-General Sir Colin 
Campbell, commanding the Highland division, and Major- 
General Sir William Eyre, commanding the third division; 
the advanced trenches were accordingly occupied by the 
Highland division during the night of the 8th of Septem- 
ber ; however, about eleven o'clock the enemy commenced 
exploding his magazines, and Sir Colin Campbell, having 
ordered a small party to advance cautiously and examine 
the Redan, found that the work had been abandoned. It 
was not, however, considered necessary to occupy the 
place until daylight. 

Extensive explosions were heard during the night, 
and before daybreak the whole city was in a blaze. It 
soon became known that the Russians were withdrawing 
from the south to the north side, by means of the bridge 
recently constructed across the harbour. This was sub- 
sequently disconnected and conveyed to the other side, and 
the ships of war all sunk during the night. 

In this manner ended the great siege of Sebastopol, 
and the termination of their labours was hailed with 
satisfaction by all ranks. The following officers of the. 
regiment were present at the fall of the place : — Lieut.- 
Colonel Staveley, C.B. ; Major MacMahon ; Captains 
Greene, Fletcher, Thoroton, Baillie, Preston, Gregory, 
Honourable Henry Handcock, and Hoskins ; Lieutenants 
Ingham, Cobb am. Smith, Pigott, Bower, Wood (adjutant), 
Walters, Kendall and Rogers ; Quartermaster Thomsett, 
Surgeon Mee, Assistant-Surgeons Gibbons, Butler and 
Johnson ; Colonel the Honourable A. Spencer, Brigadier- 
General ; Captain Robinson, aide-de-camp ; and Brevet 
Major Faussett> brigade-major. 



I 
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ThrongLont the siege the regiment hnd been con. 1855 
spicuons for the vigilance of its sentrieB, and tlie soldier- 
like performance of its trench duties. It was proverbial 
in the division that everything was safe when the 44th 
were in the advance, and aingnlarly enough, a sortie was 
never attempted whilst the regiment waa in the advanced 
trenches. 

On the morning of the 9th of September, the alarm 
bell of the Etedan, now in possession of the regiment, was 
brought away as a trophy. 

No further opportnnity was afforded for the 44th to 
distinguish itself; bat its commanding oflScer, Brigadier- 
General the Honourable Angnstua Spencer, was sent with 
a force, comprising the 17th, 20th, STth, and BSrd Regi- 
ments, two battulions of Royal Marines, and a brigade of 
French, for the capture of Kinbam (situated on a tongue 
of land commanding the mouth of the Dnieper), which 
was effected in the following Octolier. Captain Baillie, 
of the regiment, accompanied this expedition &s extra 
aide-de-camp. On the 2(3tb of October Sergeant-Major 
O'Neill returned from his captivity in Bnasia. 

Decorations, medals and rewards, were bestowed upon 
the army in the Crimea. The words " Alma," ■' Inkebmax," 
and "Sevastopol," were authorised by royal authority to 
be emblazoned on the regimental colour of the 44th, in 
commemoration of its services. Colonel the Honourable 
Augustus Spencer, who had received the local rank of 
Brigadier- General in Turkey, was made a Companion of 
the Order of the Bath, and received the distinguished 
service pension. The following officers of the regiment 
received a step in rank, together with the decorations, Ac, 
hereafter enumerated : — 

Major Charles William Dunbar Staveley was promoted 
Lient.- Colon el, and was made a Companion of the Bath. 
Majors Patrick William MacMahon and Andrew Browne 
were promoted to the brevet rank of Lient.- Colonel. 
Major BiObert Feilden received the brevet of Lient.- Colonel, 
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1855 fliid Captains Wilb'am FanBRett, John Eobinson, Bicliard 
Preston, and William Fletcher, that of Major. 

The Imperial Order of the 4th Class of the Legion of 
Honour was conferred on Colonel Spencer; and Brevet 
Lient.-Colonels MacMahon and Browne, Brevet Majors 
John RobiDSon and Richard Preston, Assistant-Snrgeon 
Gibbons, and Private Robert Thimbleby, were awarded the 
insignia of the 5th Class (Knights) of the same Order, the 
latter for his distinguished conduct in the Cemetery. 

Colonel Spencer likewise received the Srd Class of the 
Turkish Order of the Medjidie, and Lieut. -Colonels 
Staveley, Feilden, MacMahon, Browne; Brevet Majors 
Fanssett, Robinson, Preston, William Fletcher ; Captains 
Frederick William Gregory, Levett Thoroton, the Honour- 
able Henry Handcock, and Lieutenant Alexander William 
Cobham, received the 5th Class of this Order. 

In addition to the medal authorised by the Queen, the 
Emperor of the French, the King of Sardinia, and the 
Sultan also gave medals. A selection, however, was made 
in awarding the Sardinian and French war medals, which 
were not issued to all. 

The Sardinian medal was conferred on Colonel the 
Honourable Augustus Spencer, C.B. ; Lieut.-Colonel 
Staveley, C.B. ; Brevet Lieut.-Colonel MacMahon, Brevet 
MajoT*s Fanssett and Fletcher, and Captain Robert Baillie ; 
Lieutenant and Adjutant William Arthur Wood, Privates 
William Doole and William Woodgate. 

The French war medal was conferred upon Quarter- 
master-Sergeant Denis Reddin, Colour- Sergeant James 
Donelan, Sergeant Thomas Brown ; Corporals John Drenon 
and Robert Murray, Lance- Corporal Denis Canty, Privates 
James Edlow, John Burnside, and Thomas McCarthy. 

British medals for '* Distinguished condnct in the 
field " were conferred on the following non-commissioned 
officers and men: — With annuity of £20, on Hospital 
Sergeant Thomas Austin ; * with gratuities of £15, £10, 

* On the death of this non-commissioned officer, in 1860, 
Quartermaster Sergeant Denis Eeddin received the medal and a 
similar gratuity for his good service in the Crimea, and afterwards 
inOhina. 
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and £5, according to rank, on Sergeant-Major William 1856 
Hart, Corporals Jerome Cunningham, (ioen Powell, Patrick 
Torpj, and William McWhiney ; Privates Henry Carroll, 
Thomas Crawford, Robert Crookshanks, Thomas Eade, 
Alfred Fawkes, John M'Gann, John Magrath, John 
Robinson, James Samples, and G-eorge Saanders. 

Sergeant William MeWhiney, afterwards promoted, 
received on the 17th Jnne, 1857, from the hands of Her 
Majesty, for repeated acts of devotion and gallantry, the 
Victoria Cross.* 

In February, 1856, a suspension of hostilities took .1856 
place, and this was followed by a Treaty of Peace, which 
was signed at Paris on the 29th of March, and proclaimed 
to the Army on the 2nd of April. Preparations were 
shortly afterwards made for the break up of the Army, 
and on the 25th of June the regiment embarked at 
Balaklava on board Her Majesty's ship " Colossus," 
and arrived at Spithead on the 18th of the following 
month, when the 44th and other regiments on board 
ship were visited by the Queen in her steam yacht. On 
landing at Portsmouth, on the 19th of July, it proceeded 
to Aldershot, where it was inspected by Her Majesty ; and 
on the 4th of August moved to Dover. The regiment, 

* '^ Sergeant William McWhiney (as appeared in the London 
" Gazette) volunteered as sharp-shooter at the commencement of the 
" siege of Sebastopol, and was in charge of the party of the 44th ; 
** was always vigilant and active, and signalized himself on the 26th 
** of October, 1854, when one of his party, Private John Eeane, 44th 
** Begiment; was dangeronsly wonnded in the Woronzoff Eoad, 
** at the time the sharp-shooters were repulsed from the quarries by 
'* overwhelming numbers. ^Sergeant McWhiney, on his return, took 
**the wounded man on his back and brought him to a place of 
" safety. This was under a very heavy fire. He was also the 
*' means of saving the life of Corporal John Gourtenay. This man 
** was one of the sharp-shooters and was severely wounded in the 
*' head on the 5th of December, 1854. Sergeant McWhiney brought . 
*' him from under fire, and dug up a slight cover with his bayonet, 
*' where the two remained until dark, when they retired. Sergeant 
" McWhiney volunteered for the advance guard of Major-General 
" Eyre's brigade in the Cemetery, on the 18th of June, 1855, and 
'* was never absent from duty during the war." 
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1806 which on retam from the Crimea mastered seven handred 
and ninetj-eight men of all ranks exclosiye of officers, 
marched to the camp at ShornclifPe on the 25th of 
Boiiternhor, under the command of Licnt.-Colonel Staveloj, 
CH. ; Cohmel the Hononrable A. A. Spencer having been 
appointed to a brigade at Aldershot, and placed on half- 
paj.» 

In November, 1856, the regiment was redaced by four 
onmpanicfi (Malta rcRerve) ; the head-quarters remaining 
ftt right and the depdt at four companies : the latter con- 
tinued at Walmer. 

The 44th was not destined to remain any lengthened 
ttf*ri(Ml on homo service. In consequence of the notorions 
Indinn Mutirij, reinforcements had to be sent at a 
mnnir>tit*N notice to the several Presidencies; the regiment 
\M1 pronnndecl from 8horncliffo to Portsmouth on the 20th of 
July, \Htt7, and in a few days received orders to embark 
for Madras. Two companies from the depdt joined head- 
t\\inrimm at Portsmouth, where the regiment remained 
whilst tonnago was being taken up. 

()u thn IHth of August now colours were presented to 
llm 4i4th hv Major-Ouneral the Honourable Sir James 
Yorko Hirarloft (afterwards Adjutant-General), who then 
notnmandod tlio troops in the south-western district. 
AfU^r the customary military ceremonies had been carried 
out, and the now colours consecrated by the Rev. E. W. 
Milnor, M.A., Garrison Chaplain of Portsmouth, Sir 
James delivered them to the two majors, Lieutenant- 
Colonels MacMahon and Browne, who carried the old 
Crimean colonrs.f In & most soldierlike speech, the 
gallant general recalled to the memory of all present the 
several campaigns through which the 44th had served. 

* Colonel, afterwards Major-Oeneral, Spencer enbaeqaently 
served in command of a division in the Madras Presidency. 

t The Crimean coloars were afterwards placed in St. Peter's 
Church, Colchester, the county town of the 44th (East Essex) 
Begiment, where a suitable tablet has been erected to the memory 
of the officers and men who fell in the Crimea. 
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He showed that the colours of a regiment mark its identity, 1857 
and that those of the 44th, emblazoned as they were with 
the names of the memorable victories gained in Egypt, at 
Badajoz, Salamanca, and other hard-fought battles and 
8ieges in the Peninsula, Bladensburg, Waterloo, and, in 
later times, Ava, Alma, Inkerman and Sebastopol, were 
snch as no corps had more reason to be proud of. Pursuing 
this theme, in thrilling words Sir James remarked, that 
this was '' no featherbed regiment ;" that it had fought for 
king and country in all parts of the world, in the most 
brilliant successes, as also in the direst disasters ; and that 
the names on its colours called up recollections which 
redounded to its honour and credit. Dwelling specially 
on the gallantry shown in the preservation of the colours 
at Quatre-Bras and in AfPghanistan, and paying a well- 
merited tribute to the unparalleled devotion at the Alma 
of Dr. Thomson and Private John Magrath, Sir James, 
after expatiating on the steadiness and soldierly bearing of 
the regiment in the attack on the Cemetery before Sebasto- 
pol, expressed a wish that as the 44th were about to 
embark for India, success and victory might still be 
enchained to their standards, for he felt certain that under 
no circumstances would they fail to defend them. After 
a touching allusion to the officers who had fallen in the 
Crimea, and to Lieutenant Souter, who preserved the 
colour at Cabul, Sir James concluded a spirited and 
martial address (the mantle of his father, the celebrated 
judge, orator, and advocate, seeming to have falling on 
him) by fervently hoping that the 44th Regiment would 
preserve the honours of the old colours, and reap new 
distinctions under those now entrusted to their safe 
keeping. 

Three companies, under Lieut. -Colonel MacMahon 
(promoted to the second lieutenant-colonelcy on the 
augmentation of the regiment to the Indian Establish- 
ment), embarked on the 26th of August, and seven 
companies and head-quarters, under Colonel Staveley, C.B., 
followed on the 29th of that month. The dep6t was 
shortly afterwards moved from Walmer to Colchester. 

n2 
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1857 Tbe women and children of the regiment were left at 
home. 

The head-quarters having proceeded in the steamer 
" Ehersonese/' arrived at Madras on the 28th of Novem- 
ber ; bat the three companies which first embarked, being 
in a sailing vessel, did not arrive at their destination nntil 
the 12th of January, 1858. 

1858 On the 2nd of August, 1858, Major-Gfeneral Thomas 
Reed, O.B., was appointed to the colonelcy of the 44ith 
Regiment, in succession to Lieut.-G«neral Sir Frederick 
Ash worth, deceased. 

1859 During the years 1858 and 1859 the regiment 
remained at Fort St. George, Madras, whence it proceeded 
on active service, for which it had been specially selected 
on the recommendation of Lieut.- General Sir Patrick 
Grant, K.G.B., Commander-in-Chief in the Madras Pre- 
sidency, who addressed the regiment in most flattering 
terms on its departure from India. 

1860 ^® '^''^^^ ^^^ China in 1860 was owing to the 
Emperor having refused to ratify the treaty which had 
been signed two years previously by his ministers at Tien- 
Tsin. In this campaign, as in the Crimea, the French and 
British forces acted again together. The English troops 
were commanded by Lientenant-General Sir James Hope 
Grant, K.C.B., and the 44th was one of the regiments 
selected for this service. 

Five companies of the regiment embarked at Madras 
on the 31st of January for China, under the command of 
Lieut.-Colonel MacMahon ; and the head-quarters, under 
Colonel Stavelev, followed on the drd of March. The 
strength on embarkation consisted of ten companies, of 
thirty.five officers, and one thousand one hundred and 
seventy-six men of all ranks. The women and children of 
the regiment arrived at Madras, from England, after the 
first detachment had embarked, and were again left behind. 
After landing at Kowloon, on the mainland opposite Hong 
Konff, the 44th proceeded on the 15th of May to the north 
of Qiina. Colonel Staveley having been appointed to 
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oommand the first brigade of the first division in this 1860 
expedition, the command of the regiment doyolved npon 
Lien t.- Colonel MacMahon. Captain Hon. R. Bailie 
Hamilton was appointed major of brigade, and Ensign 
Irvine orderly officer to Brigadier Staveley. The regiment 
famished detachments in charge of parties of the Coolie 
corps proceeding in seven transports, and to which Lient- 
enant Howorth was attached. Several picked men of the 
regiment were also permanently employed with it as 
orderlies. Lieutenant Acldom and Ensign O'Neill were 
appointed to the commissariat at Hong Kong, where also 
the weakly men were left under command of Captain 
fiiaymond and Ensign Rennick, and attached to the pro- 
visional dep6t battalion there formed. 

On the 16th of June the regiment arrived at Talien- 
whan Bay, near the entrance of the Oulf of Pecheli, where, 
eventually, the troops were landed and employed in digging 
wells. The expedition re-embarked on the 24th of July, 
and sailed for the Peiho River, near the mouth of which 
it anchored four days afterwards, but moved to the 
Pehtang River on the 30th. Here the regiment dis- 
embarked* on the Gth of August, and on the 12th the 
troops advanced to attack the Tartar posts at the Sin-Ho 
intrenchments. This delay was occasioned by the very 

* The strength of the regiment landing at Pehtang was twentj- 
seven officers and nine hundred and thirteen men of all ranks. The 
officers were : — 



Lient..Colonel MacMahon. 
Brevet Lt.-Colonel Browne. 
Major Hackett. 
Brevet Major Robinson. 

„ „ Preston. 

Captain Gregory. 
„ Walters. 
„ Ingham. 
„ Mansergh. 
„ Bower. 
Lieutenant Wood. 
„ Smith* 

Pigott (Adjt.) 
Birch. 



Lieutenant Rogers. 

„ Hodson. 

„ Pitt. 

„ Foley. 

„ Heane. 

„ Rennie. 
Ensign Roberts. 
Surgeon Mee. 
Assistant-Surgeon Kinahan. 

„ „ McDowell. 

,, ,, Orton. 

Paymaster Thomsett. 
Quartermaster Hart. 
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1860 heavy rains, which had made the conntrj nearly impass- 
able. The ground upon which they were abont to advance 
was at any time of a most difficalt nature, and intersected 
with broad and deep canals used by the Chinese for the 
manufacture of salt. The 44th formed a portion of the 
second division, nnder Major- General Sir Robert Napier, 
whose force commenced to move ont of their quarters at 
four o'clock in the morning of the 12th of August, in the 
following order: — An advanced g^rd of two hundred 
men of the 3rd Buffs, with two Armstrong guns of 
Mil ward's batterv, under the command of Lieut.-Colonel 
Sargent, of the 3rd Foot ; four Armstrong guns of the 
same battery, the 23rd Company Royal Engineers, 3rd 
Buffs, 8th t'unjanb Infantry, 44th Regiment, Rotton's 
rocket battery, Royal ^larines, Madras Sappers and 
Miners, right wing of the 67th, reserve ammunition, 
hospital stretchers, &c. Rear guard — left wing of the 
67tn Regiment ; the cavalry brigade, comprising two 
squadrons of the 1st or King*s Dragoon Guards, Probyn's 
BLorse, three guns, Stirling's battery, and Fane's Horse.* 

Although two days' hard work had been devoted to 
the repairing of the roads, yet the deep tenacious mud 
rendered them so difficult, that the rear of the column did 
not clear the gate of Pehtang until half- past seven o'clock. 
It cost the troops two hours of hard labour to traverse the 
first two miles. 

The plan of operations was for Sir John Michel's 
division to move s^aight along the causeway, and carry 
the intrenchments defending it, while Sir Robert Napier 
made a detour with his division to the right, taking the 
enemy's position in flank. 

* The main column, nnder Major-General Sir John Michel, 
which moved along the causeway leading directly from Pehtang to 
Sin- Ho, was preceded by the first infantry brigade, a company of 
Boyal En^neers, an Armstrong battery, one thoasand French 
infantry, and a French battery, the whole forming an advanced 
goard, nnder the command of Brigadier Staveley, of the 44th 
Regiment, and which carried the intrenchments at the end of the 
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Sir Robert Napier perceiving the enemy in gn^eat 1860 
force both in the intrench ments and in front, of the village 
of Sin- Ho, after gaining his flank, marched directly 
towards him, threatening also his line of retreat. On 
arriving within fifteen hundred yards, Milward's Arm- 
strong guns opened ; these were the first shots fired with 
that weapon in actaal warfare, and their range and accaracy 
excited great admiration. This fire surprised the Tartar 
horsemen, but did not shake them ; after some hesitation 
they poured oat in a long line through a passage across 
the maish which separated them from the British, and 
forming with great regularity and quickness, enveloped 
Sir Robert Napier's force in a great cordon of skirmishers. 
An opportunity was afforded for the cavalry to charge, 
and although the Chinese eventually gave way and fled 
with precipitation from the field, they evinced considerable 
personal courage under a heavy fire of artillery. 

No opportunity was afforded throughout the day of 
coming in contact with the Chinese infantry. A cloud of 
Tartar cavalry, skirmishing, threatened the artillery of the 
brigade, but were driven off by four companies of the 44th 
wheeled up and firing volleys. Captain Bower, with the 
rear-guard, in charge of ammunition, also received and 
repulsed a charge of TaHar cavalry. Only four men of the 
regiment were wounded. The British casualties were 
limited to one man killed, and four officers and twenty- 
three men wounded. These included those which were 
incurred in the attack of the intrenched fortified camp of 
Tangku on the 14th of August. This small loss was 
partly attributable to the enemy being paralyzed by the 
fire of the artillery. On the latter occasion the regiment 
was in rjserve. 

After the capture of the fortified town of Tangku, 
the next place taken, Sir James Hope Grant commenced 
bringing up siege guns and ammunition from Pehtang 
with a view to the reduction of the principal fort on the 
left bank and near the mouth of the Peiho, about two 
miles distant from Tangku. On the 19th of August the 



176 HmOBIOAL BBOOBD OF THS FOBTT-FOUBTH, 

I860 regiment moved from Tangkn to an encampment near the 
North Takn Forts. 

Major-Oeneral Sir Robert Napier was placed in 
charge of the adyance, his division being quartered at 
Tangkn. Bj the 20th of Aognst ihe road was made 
practicable to within eight hnndrec yards of the fort, 
batteries were traced, and the heavy guns were bronght 
out in readiness to be placed in position by daybreak of 
ihe following day, at which time every thing was in readi- 
ness for the attacks The regiment left the encampment 
this day for a position near the fort selected for attack, 
and sent ont strong working parties daring the night 
to prepare batteries for the artillei*y. So eager were the 
Chinese for the fight, that they opened fire upon the troops 
at five o'clock on the morning of the 21 st, from all their 
forts within range, causing the allied forces to commence 
an hour earlier than had been arranged 

The storming party of Infantry consisted of a wing of 
the 44th, under Lieut.-Uolonel Patrick William MacMahon, 
and a wing of the 67th, under Lieut.- Colon el Thomas, 
supported by the other wings of these two regiments, and 
the Boyal Marines, under Lieat.- Colonel Ga.sdoigne. A 
detachment of the latter, under Lieat.-Colonel Travers, 
carried a pontoon bridge for crossing the wet ditches, and 
Major Graham, of the Boyal Engineers, conducted the 
assault, the whole being commanded by Brigadier- Greneral 
Beeves. 

About seven o'clock the enemy's magazine blew up 
with a terrific explosion, and a few minutes later the one 
in the outer North Fort was also exploded by a shell from 
the gunboats. 

The firing of the forts having almost ceased, a breach 
was commenced near the gate, and a portion of the 
storming party advanced to within thirty yards to open a 
musketry fire — the French Infantry being on the risrht 
and the British on the left. This advance caused the allies 
partially to slacken the fire of their artillery, when the 

ay, emerging from their cover, opened a heavy 
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mnsketry fire upon the advancing troops. So Tigoroiia ISfiO* 
was the re8istar.ce of the Chinese that the French, after 
having crossed the wet ditches in the most gallant manner, 
were unable to tBcalade the walls. The efforts of the 
Sappers to lay down the pontoon bridge were unavailing, 
no less than fifteen of the men carrying it beiug knocked 
over in one instant, nnd one of the pontoons destroyed. 
The difficnitiea wei-e therefore considerahle, and the troops 
had to wade through deep mnd and awina ditches, the 
banks of which were thickly planted with sharp stakes. 

Sir Robert Napier at this crisis had two howitzers of 
Captain Govan's battery bronght up to within fifty yards 
of the gate, with the view more speedily to create a breach. 
A space sufficient to admit one man was soon made, and 
the storming party forced their way in by single file in the 
most gallant manner.* 

Lieutenant Robert Montresser Rogers, commanding 
the leading (letter E) company. Private John M'Dougall, 
of the 44th, and Lieutenant Edmund Henry Lenon, of the 
67th Regiment, after swimming the ditches, entered the 
North Takn Fort by one of the apertures during the 
assanlt, and were the first of the British established on its 
walla. They passed throngh in the same order as their 
names are recorded, ench assisting the other to mount the 
embrasure, which was climbed by sticking bayonets into 
the wall. This gained for thern the mnch prized Victoria 
Cross, which was also conferred upon Lieutenant Nathaniel 
Burslem, Ensign John Worthy Chaplin, and Private 
Thomas Lane, of the 67th Regiment, for similar gallantry. 
At the same time the French had effected their entrance 
by escalade, and the garrison, driven back step by step, 
were hurled pell-mell through the embrasures on the 

• Bri^dier Reeves, who commanded ttia troops for the aasnalt, 
was HBverely wounded in Sve plnoes, bnt did not (jait tbe field nntil 
the sncceKs of the asBUiilt \iad been aseared, Lient. -Colonel 
MacM^ahoa, 44th, however took command of the brigade, having 
previously led tbe atorming party of the Regiment, and Brevet 
Lieut -Colonel Browne Bacoeeded to that of the 41(h, and brcmght 
the regiment ont at action, , 
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I860 opposite Ride, where the same obstacles which had formed 
ao impediment to the advance of the allies proved an 
obrtt Faction to the retreat of the Chinese. In addition to 
two wet ditches and two belts of pointed bamboo stakes, 
there was, besides swampy ground, a third ditch and 
bank. 

A destmctive fire was opened upon the enemy by the 
storming parties from the Cavalier, enhanced by the 
canister fire of Captain Oovan*8 gans, which had been 
moved to the left of the fort to bear on them, causing the 
ground outside of it to be covered with the dead and 
wounded of the garrison. About an hour afterwards the 
whole of the forts on both sides of the river hoisted flags 
of truce. When summoned to surrender, however, an 
evasive and insolent reply was given, the allies being defied 
to advance to the attack. After evincing considerable 
obstinacy, the Tartars were compelled to succumb, and the 
allied Infantry, pushing on towards the out«r North Fort 
scaled the walls without further opposition, and made 
prisoners the garrison of two thousand men. Towards 
evening the Chinese were seen evacuating the South Forts. 
Detachments of British and French were therefore passed 
over in ships' boats to occupy them. 

This success was not gained without severe loss. The 
44th had Captain George Ingham and Lieutenant Robert 
Montressor Rogers* severely wounded, fourteen men 
killed, one drummer and forty-five men wonnded. 

The words "Taku Fort" were authorised by Her 
Majesty to be borne on the colour of the regiment, to 
commemorate its gallantry at their capture. 

Shanghai being threatened by the Taeping rebels, the 
44th Regiment was despatched at a few hours' notice, on 

* Lieotenant Rogers was wonnded by a masket ball some time 
before entering the fort. He was the first in of any officer or man 
of the English Army. In company with Private M'Doogall and a 
few of the French he afterwards mshed into the interior of the fort. 
Seeing the colours of the 67th Regiment, he called to the officer 
narrying them, went up, and stood by the side of Snsig^ Chaplin 
2b they were placed on the ramparts. 
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the 25tli August, for its protection, landed there on the 1860 
10th of Septeinber, and was quartered in Joss-houses and 
Yamuns, in the Chinese city. The war terminated on the 
13th of October bj the allies jointly occupying one of the 
gates at Pekin, the ratification of the former treaty, and 
the payment of a large sum of money by the Chinese 
Oovernment. 

The 44th continued at Shanghai, where the regiment 
sufPerod much from fever and ague, consequent on the 
wretched accommodation and unhealthiness of climate, 
until the loth of November, when it was removed to Hong 
Kong, landing there on the 27th November. From this 
date the command of it devolved upon Brevet Lieutenant- 
Colonel Andrew Browne, Lieut.-Colonel MacMahon having 
been appointed commandant at that island. Both these 
officers, for their services in China, were made Companions 
of the Order of the Bath. Captain Gregory t and the 
Honourable R. Baillie Hamilton were promoted to the 
rank of Brevet-Major, and Lieutenant Bogers to an 
unattached company, the latter in addition to the award of 
the Victoria Cross. 

Upon Brevet Lieut.-Colonel Browne returning to 
England, in February, 1861, the command of the regiment 
was assumed by Major John Hackett, Brigadier Staveley, 
who received the distinguished service pension, having 
continued in command of the force at Tien-Tsin, with the 
rank of Brigadier- General.* Whilst stationed at Hong 
Kong the regiment was divided into wings, one being 



t Captain Gregory was one of the first into the Taka Fort after 
those who obtained the Victoria Cross. The conduct of Lieutenant 
Birch was specially noticed ; also that of Assistant- Surgeons Kinahan 
and M*Doi7ell, of the regiment, who displayed great zeal and 
exertion in bringing up stretchers and in attending to the wounded 
on the field under the heaviest fire. 

* Colonel Staveley subsequently succeeded to the command of 
the troops in China, and commanded the French and British Forces 
when clearing out the Taepings from a radius of thirty miles around 
Shanghai. 
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1861 quartered there and the other in hats and tents at Kowloon, 
on the main land opposite. 

The summer of 1861 at Hong Kong was an annsaally 
healthy season, and the regiment had bat little sickness 
for a quarter so notoriously unhealthy. 

In September the 44th received the order for its return 
to India, and, on leaving China, the following order and 
letter were published to the regiment : — 

" Headrquarters, Hong Kong^ 

''ISth October, 1861. 

" Divigion Orders. 
" No. 1. 

"H.M.'s 44th Regiment being about to leave this 
command, Brigadier-General Crawford, C.6., command- 
ing South China, begs to convey to Colonel MacMahon, 
** C.B.J the commandant, and to Major Hackett, command- 
'* ing the regiment, his unqualified approbation of the state 
" of the regiment. 

" The Brigadier- General has been unable to make the 
** half-yearly inspection, in consequence of the continued 
'* heat of summer and his own protracted illness, but, from 
*' his constant and close observation, he is perfectly satisfied 
'* that the regiment leaves this command in the highest 
'* state of discipline and efficiency. 

*' The interior arrangement of the 44th Regiment 
" appears to be admirable, ensuring correctness and preci- 
'' sion in all that is required from a regiment. 

'^ To officers, non-commissioned officers, and men of 
*' H.M.'s 44th Regiment, the Brigadier- General tenders 
'* his best thanks for the admirable conduct of the regiment 
" whilst under his command, and best wishes for their 
" prosperity. 

" By order, 
" (Signed) C. F. Oiukt, CapK V.A.A.G." 






r 
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" Head-quarters, Hong Kong, 1861 

"Oct. ISifi, 1861. 
0. 503. 

" SiK, — The Brigadier- General Commanding in South 
" China haa forwarded to Sir J. Michel his Order No. 1 of 
" this date. 

*' In every word of that Order the Mb jor- General 
" desires me to say he heartily concurs, and directs that 
" you will notify to the regiment his approbation of their 
" great merit as a corps. 

" He will not fa.il to bring very prominently to the 
" notice of the Commander-in-Chief in Bombay, and also 
" of His Royal Highness the Dnke of Cambridge, the 
" Order issued by Brigadier- General Crawford, and his 
" own thorough concurrence in its spirit. 

" The Major-General much regrets that he waa not 
" enabled to see the regiment before their embarkation, 
" and express to them in person his sense of the loss he 
" sustains by their departure. 

" I have, 4c., 

" (Signed) L. Mamsbboh, Capt., D.A A.G. 

" The O^cer Oommianding 

" 4Alh Segiment." 

On the 11th, 12th, and 14th of October the 44th, being 

relieved by the 99th, from Canton, embarked for Bombay 
in three detachments, and on arrival at Vingoi-la, on the 
Malabar coast, during the month of December, proceeded 
to Belgaam, to relieve the 83rd, under orders for England. 

The head-quarters, under Lieut. -Colon el MacMahon, 
arrived at Belganm on the 4th of January, the other two 
portions of the regiment having reached thit station on 
the 18th sod 25th of the previous month. The women and 
children arrived here from Madras at the same time, most 
of them haying been separated from their husbandB and 
fathers for upwards of four years. 
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1862 ^^ *^® ^"^ ^^ October, 1862, at a garrison parade, tbe 
Victoria Cross was presented, by Brioradier Adams, C.B., 
to Private John M'Doagall, for his gallantry in the assault 
on the Taku Forts in China, as previously described. 
During this year tbe companies of the regiment were 
assimilated, the flank companies being dressed and equipped 
in the same manner as the remainder — the Light company 
became letter " I " company, and the Grenadier company, 
letter " H " company. 

1863 Seven hundred and fifty-two medals for service in 
China wero issued to the regfiraent on the 8th of January, 
1863, by Brigadier Adams, C.B., commanding the Belgaam 
district. The remarks of His Royal Highness the Field 
Marshal Commanding-in-Chief, on tbe confidential reports 
of the various inspecting officers, bear witness to the 
satisfactory state of tho regiment at this period; the 
absence of crime was particularly remarked on, and it 
is also worthy of notice that there were no less than 502 
depositors in the Regimental Savings' Bank. 

1865 The most conspicuous event in the year was the 

Indastrial Exhibition of articles manufactured in the 
workshops, or by the school industrial class : this 
Exhibition was the second of the kind held in the army. 
In this year Major-General Reed (Colonel), Colonel 
Staveley, and Major-General the Hon. A. A. Spencer were 
appointed K.C.B*s. The regiment was again commended 
this year for its high state of discipline, and internal 
economy. The gardens allotted to the regiment appear to 
have been in a most flourishing condition at this period ; 
the value of the surplus produce alone amounting to over 
1,200 rupees. 

Towards the end of the year the regiment being under 
orders for England, gave 287 volunteers to other corps, and 
on the 20th of November, 3 companies under Captain 
Linton, and Lieutenant Sutherland embarked on board the 
transport ** Tweed"; followed on the 23rd of December, 
by the head quarters and remainder of the regiment, in the 
• " Dilawar." 
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Shortly before the embarkation, the following? very 1866 
complimentary General Order, dated Poona, 16th Decem- 
ber, 1865, was received from Sir Robert Napier, K.C.B., 
Commander-in-Chief of the Bombay Army : — 

"The Commander-in-Chief regrets that he cannot 
" have an opportnnity of seeing the 44th regiment before it 
" passes from his command. Sir Robert Napier was 
"associated with the regiment during the campaign in 
" China, where it was particularly distinguished for its 
"gallantry in the assault of the North Taku Forts. The 
" report of the high state of discipline of the corps during 
"its service in this presidency, has given the Commander- 
" in-Chief great pleasure, and in conveying his best wishes 
"for the future welfare of Colonel MacMahon, and the 
officers and men of the 44th regiment, His Excellency 
feels assured that they will maintain their discipline and 
" efficiency which marked their career here, and which will 
"ensure their success wherever their services may be 
" called forth. 

" By order of His Excellency, the Commander-in-Chief 
" — Copy of this order sent to the Adjutant- General for 
"publication; forwarded direct to Colonel MacMahon, 
" C.B., Commanding 44th Regiment, by desire of His 
"Excellency Sir Robert Napier, K.C.B., to ensure its 
" receipt before embarkation of the regiment. 

"By command, 

" W. A. DILLON, Lt.-Col. 

" Military Secretary." 

The following officers embarked with the regiment : — 






Col. P. W. MacMahon, C.B. 
Captain P. D. Walters. 

„ E. A. Raymond. 

„ G. C. Bower. 

„ W. A. Wood. 

„ M. S. Smith. 
Lieut. C. Maguire. 
K. Browne. 



Lieut. W. H. Overton, 
Acting Adjutant. 
„ G. Bain. 
Ensign H. Gordon. 
„ W. Wood. 
„ H. S. Gordon. 
Surgeon D. Macqueen. 
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1866 During the voyage borne in the " Dilawar," on the 
15th of March, 1866, a fire broke out in tbe spirit room, 
wbiob was extinguished with the greatest difficulty, as there 
was a strong wind, and the ship was rolling heavily. 

Tbe conduct of the regiment on this most trying 
occasion was admirable, and the following regimental 
order was issued tbe day after : — 

" Transport " Dilawar ,*' 

" At Sea, March 16/fe, 1866." 

" In giving expression to the deep thankfulness which 
" must be felt by all, for our merciful and providential 
" escape of yesterday, by tbe fire which broke out on board 
'* having been so promptly extinguished Colonel 
*' MaoMahon desires to record the high approval and 
'' satisfaction which the soldierlike and orderly conduct of 
" the regiment elicited on this occasion. The steadiness 
" and active exertions of all ranks were most creditable to 
'* the corps, and deserving of all praise ; while all 
" admirably performed their allotted duty, many were most 
'' conspicuous for the intelligent assistance which they 
^* afforded in supplementing the exertions of the officers 
" and men of the ship." 

The regiment landed in England on the 28th of March, 
1866, and proceeded to Dover, where it was joined by the 
detachment embarked in tbe '* Tweed," and the dep6t from 
Colchester. The establishment was fixed at 4 Field Officers, 
10 Captains, 12 Lieutenants, 8 Ensigns, 5 Staff, 48 
Sergeants, 21 Drummers, 40 Corporals, 560 Privates; the 
whole divided into 10 companies. 

1867 The regiment left Dover on the 8th of March, 1867, 
and proceeded by rail to Aldershot, where it was attached 
to the 2nd Infantry Brigade, and quartered in the West 
Block Permanenb Barracks. Snider rifles were issued 
to the regiment in January of this year. 

1868 ^^® regiment left Aldershot on the 22nd of January, 
1 868, and embarked in the '* Simoom " for Kingstown. The 
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head-quarters and 4 companies proceeded to Kilkenny, 4 1868 
companies, under Lieut.-Oolonel Browne, to Templemore, 
and 2 companies, under Major Geddes, to Birr; and in 
April two of the companies stationed at Templemore 
were detached to Tipperary under Captain Linton. 

Gold lace accoutrements and trouser stripes were 
ordered to be worn this year by all officers of Infantry 
when in full dress. 

During the month of June, 1869, the Glengarry 1869 
forage cap was taken into wear by the regiment. On 
the 27th of July the regiment moved to the Carragh, 
and thence, on the 22nd of October, to Inniskillen, 
furnishing detachments of 4 companies at Newry, 2 
companies at Armagh, and 1 company at Monaghan. 

In July, 1870, the regiment was concentrated at the 1870 
Curragh, in view of expected hostilities at the Cape of 
Good Hope, and the strength was raised to 800 rank and 
file : its services however were not required. 

Private George Betts, of " Q " company, was unfortu- 
nately drowned at Belturbet, in June, in spite of a gallant 
attempt to rescue him, made by Lieutenant R. B. Bald, 
who succeeded by diving, in recovering the body and 
bringing it to shore, but too late to restore animation. 
Lieutenant Bald received the thanks of the Commander- 
in-Chief in Ireland, in a letter, stating " His Lordship has 
received the report of the promptitude and gallantry 
displayed by Lieutenant Bald on the occasion in question 
with the utmost pleasure and gratification.'* 

The regiment was not destined to remain long at 1871 
home, for orders for India were received on the 27th of 
July, 187 1 , the establishment at the same time being fixed at 
1032 of all ranks. The regiment embarked at Queenstown 
in H.M.S. *^ Malabar" on the 27th of September, 1871, 
and having arrived at Bombay on the 1st of November, 
proceeded by rail to Kampti under the command of 
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1871 Colonel Thomajs Baikes, who had exchanged from half 
pay with Colonel Andrew Browne, C.B., and assumed 
command on the day the regiment embarked. The dep6t, 
consisting of " C " and " G " companies and commanded 
by Captain Bennie, was stationed at Chatham on the 
embarkation of the regiment for India. 

1872 The following is a list of the officers on the 1st 
of January, 1872 : — 

Lieut.-Col. T. Baikes, C.B. (Col.), Head Quarters, 

Kampti. 
Major B. Preston (Lieut.-Col.), Head Quarters, 

Kampti. 
Major F. D. Walters. 

Captain W. A. Wood, Head Quarters, E:ampti. 
C. B. Bennie, Dep6t, Chatham. 
" C. Maguire, Head Quarters, Kampti. 
" W. J. E. G. Sutherland, „ „ 

B. C. P. Hgott, 
B. B. Bald, Dep6t, Chatham. 
," B. B. O'Grady, Head Quarters, Kampti. 
B. H. Foster, „ „ 

H. G. Lefroy, „ » 

W. D. Saunders, „ ,f 

Lieut. C. H. Walsh, Head Quarters, Kampti. 
T. T. Irvine, „ „ 

W. Wood, I. of M., „ „ 

W. Odell, „ >, 

P. Bdgcumbe, Depdt, Chatham. 
S. Churchill, Head Quarters, Kampti. 
H. F. Hill, ff >» 

T. S. W. Bernard, Dep6t, Chatham. 
B. Morrell, Head Quarters, Kampti. 
H. A. Bichards, „ )» 

A. J. Wilkinson, Leave to England. 
E. W. Davies, „ » 

Ensign G. H. Powell, Head Quarters, B:ampti. 
„ M. Wynyard, „ » 

„ B. N. Leahy, n »» 

„ W. P. Kennedy, ,» >» 



99 
9> 



OB THE BAST BSSBZ BBGIMENT. 187 

Ensign A. G. F. Browne, Leave to England. 1872 

„ CD. Bosser, Head Quarters, Kampti. 
Paymaster R. B. Far well (Capt.), 
Adjutant A. J. Broberts, 
Quartermaster W. H. McHarg, 
Surg.-Major D. Macqueen, M.I)., 
Asst.-Surg. A. H. Stokes, M.B., 
T. M. Kirkwood, 

The regiment remained at Kampti during the 
year 1872, the only event worthy of notice being the 
inspection by Sir Fred. Haines, K.C.B., Commander-in- 
Chief in Madras, on the 27th of November, and the visit 
of the Viceroy, and Governor-General, Lord Northbrook, 
on the 30th of the same month. His Lordship visited the 
barracks and afterwards inspected the European hospital. 

The second Industrial Exhibition took place on the 1873 
27th of February, 1873, being opened by Colonel Baikes, 
C.B. This exhibition which was composed almost entirely 
of articles contributed by the artificers, and women and 
children of the regiment was most favourably noticed by 
the Commander-in-Chief of the Presidency. 

On the 12th of September, Quartermaster W. H. 
McHarg embarked for England, after a total service of 80 
years with the regiment, 17 years of which had been as 
Quartermaster. 

Authority was received during the year 1874 for the 1874 
officers of the regiment to wear the Sphinx, with the word 
" Egypt " on the forage cap, above the numerals. 

The regiment left Kampti for Secunderabad on the 1876 
26th of November, 1875, and arrived at the latter station on 
the 2nd of December ; the only other event of any import- 
ance about this time being the appointment of Lieutenant- 
Colonel Preston as Military Secretary to the Commander- 
in-Chief in India. 

The regiment took part in the full dress parade held 1877 
on the 1st of January, 18/7, to celebrate the Proclamation 
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1877 of Her Majesty a43 Empress of India, and was mucli praised 
for its general appearance. 

In June, 1877, the Martini-Henry rifle was issued in 
place of the Snider, and towards the end of the year the 
regiment proceeded to Bnrmah, in relief of the 89th 
Regiment, the right wing being stationed at Thayetmyo, 
and the left at Toungoo. 

1879 The regiment remained in Bnrmah during the whole 
of the year, which, owing to the disturbances in Upper 
Burmah, appeared likely to be an eventful and stirring 
one. On the 10th of March telegraphic orders were 
received for the regiment to be held in readiness to 
proceed on service at a moment's notice, and all necessary 
preparations were at once made. The frontier garrison 
of Thayetmyo was at the same time reinforced by the 10th 
Battery, 8th Brigade, Royal Artillery, 43rd Light Infantry, 
a wing of the 89th Regiment, the 31st Madras Light 
Infantry, a wing of the 19th Madras Native Infantry, 
and a company of Sappers and Miners; making a total 
of 1556 Europeans, and 1629 Natives. Owing, however, to 
the outbreak of the second Afghan War, and other political 
reasons, no advance was made beyond the frontier* 

An outbreak of cholera occurred during the early part 
of this year, and though every precaution was taken to 
keep the sickness down, by the formation of camps, and by 
starting a variety of games and amusements, a considerable 
number of deaths occurred. Shortly before the departure 
of the regiment from Thayetmyo, a brass tablet was placed 
in the Garrison Church, in memory of those men who 
died in Burmah, on this and subsequent occasions. 

1880 III March, 1880, on the suggestion of Colonel 
Hand, the left wing at Toungoo proceeded across the Pegu 
Yoma Range, to join head-quarters at Thayetmyo. No 
difl&culty was experienced in the march, which had never 
before been performed by European troops, except from the 
hilly nature of the track. A few weeks later " A " and 
'' B " companies, under command of Captain HiU, crossed 
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the Irrawaddy to Tayrangoon, and together with two 1880 
companies of the 43rd Light Infantry, relieved the detach- 
ments of the 89th Regiment stationed there. 

It is a fact worthy of note that of the lengthened 1881 
period of nearly 60 years, from the embarkation of the 
regiment for India in 1822 up to the year 1881, only ten 
years were passed at home; and during this time the 
regiment fought in Burmah, AfFghanistan and China, and 
added to its former glory by its gallantry and fortitude 
duiing the protracted siege of Sebastopol. 

A heavy loss was in store for the regiment this year, 
for on the introduction of the territorial organisation 
scheme on the 1st of July, 1881, the 44th became the 1st 
Battalion of the "Essex Regiment," the 2nd Battalion 
being composed of the 56th Regiment, while the Essex 
Rifles and the West Essex Militia formed the 3rd and 4th 
Battalions respectively. 

And so passed away from the regiment the name 
under which it had served during well nigh a century and 
a half of arduous service — the name under which it had 
gained for itself undying renown alike "in the most 
brilliant successes, and in the direst disasters." But the 
44th Regiment has long since learned, through terrible 
ordeals, to lightly regard even far greater hardships than 
the loss of a much loved and time-honoured title ; — the 
glory remains — and though deeply regretting the hard fate 
that has rendered necessary the surrender of such a title, 
the regiment may look forward with hope to the day when, 
aided by its second battalion, it shall have raised up round 
the word " Essex " a halo of glory which will equal — for 
it could hardly suppass — that which surrounds the 
old two fours. 
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Snccesaion of Oolonels of the 44tli Regiment. 



Name, 






Colonel James Long 

lient. -Colonel John Lee 

Colonel Sir Peter Halkett, Bart 

Colonel Robert Ellison 

Major- General James Abercromby ... 

Major- General Charles Bainsford ... 

General Sir Thomas Trigge, K.B. ... 

General The Earl of Suffolk 

Lieat.-(}eneral Gore Browne 

Lieat.-Gteneral The Honble. Patrick 
Stuart 

Lieutenant-General Sir Frederick 
Ashworth 

Major-Gtoneral Sir Thomas Beed, 
General Sir Charles Staveley, G.C.B. 



Date of Appovntment. 



7th January, 1741. 
11th March, 1743. 
26th February, 1751. 
18th November, 1755. 
18th March, 1756. 
4th May, 1781. 
27th May, 1809. 
12th January, 1814. 
28th January, 1820. 



7th April, 1848. 



8th February, 1855. 



2nd August, 1858. 
25th July, 1888. 
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Snocession of Commanding Officers of the Forty-Fonrth from the 
Formation of the Regiment to the Year 1881. 



Names. 



Sir Peter Halkett, 
Bart. 



Hon. Thomas Ga,ge.. 



William Farqnhar... 

William Eyre 

James Agnew 

Henry Hope 

William John Darby 
Robert Bidden 

David Ogilvie 

Gharles Baillie 

Francis Erskine 




1 Feb., 1741.. 



2 March, 1751 



19 Sept., 175S 
29 Oct., 1759. 
12 Dec, 1764 



5 Oct., 1777... 



13 Jnne, 1789 
26 Nov., 1793 



1 Sept., 1795. 
18 Jan., 1797. 



25 July, 1798. 



26 Feb., 1751 



5 May, 1758... 



28 Oct., 1759. 
11 Dec, 1764. 
4 Oct., 1777... 



13 April, 1789 



26 Nov., 1793. 

27 Sept., 1796 



4 April, 1801. 
25 July, 1798. 



Remarks. 



24 Jan., 1799. 



Appointed Colonel of the 
44th; killed in action near 
Fort du Quesne, 9 Jnly, 
1755. 

Appointed Colonel of the 
80th (since disbanded) ; 
General 20 Nov., 1782 ; 
died 2 April, 1787. 

Died at Oswego, in 1759. 

Died in 1764. 

Brigadier-General Agnew, 
killed in action at German- 
town 4 October, 1777. 

Brigadier . General Hope, 
Lieut.-Govemor of Quebec, 
died 13 April, 1789. 

Retired in 1798. 

Brigadier-General Biddell, 
died at St. Lucia 27 Sep- 
tember, 1796. 

Died of wounds 4 April, 
1801. 

Exchanged to 50th Foot, 
and appointed to 51st Be- 
giment ; Colonel 1 January, 
1800; Colonel of the 3rd 
Ceylon Regiment 7 April, 
1804; Major-General 25 
April, 1806 ; died in 1810. 

Exchanged from 50th Foot, 
and afterwards to half -pay 
99th Regiment: died 7 
June, 1833. 
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NameB. 



Christopher Tilson... 



Kennetli Mackenzie. 



Alexander Dirom ... 



Thomas Nicoll 

Arthur Brooke, C.£ 



Bobert Garden 



Charles Bolkeley 
Egertan. 



Hon.GeorgeCarletoi 



John Millet Hamer' 
toB, C.B. 



From 




24 Jan., 1799. 



26 May, 1801, 

ante, dated 
5 April, 1801. 



24 Feb., 1803. 



8 Oct., 1803... 
15 June, 1804 



1 Dec, 1805.. 



5 Jan., 1809... 



22 Aug., 1811 



31 Mar., 1814 



17 Feb., 1814. 



24 Feb., 1803. 



4 June, 1814.. 



15 June, 1804 
12 Aug., 1819 



5 Jan., 1809... 



22 Aug., 1811 



8 March, 1814 



25 Mar., 1816 



Bemarha, 



Exchanfired from half-pAj 
99th Besrt ; name chan^d 
to Cbowne in Janoary, 
1M2 ; Lieut .-General 4 
Jnne, 1813 ; Colonel of the 
76th 17 February, 1814; 
General 22 July, 1830; 
died 15 Joly, 1834. 

Promoted from the 90th; 
exchanged to 52nd Regi- 
ment; Lieut.-G«neral 19 
July, 1821 ; created a 
baronet and name changed 
to Douglas in 1831 ; Sir 
Kenneth Doaglas, Bart., 
died 22 November, 1883. 

Exchanged from 52nd ; 
Lieut.-Gen. 4 June, 1814 ; 
died 6 October, 1830. 

Retired 15 June, 1804. 

Lient.-General 10 Janoary, 
1837; Sir Arthur Brooke, 
K.C B., died 26 July, 1843. 

Exchanged to 89th ; Colonel 
25 April 1808; died 80 
June, l<ilO. 

Kxchanged from 89th, and 
to Inspecting Field OflBcer 
of Militia in Canada in 
1811; General 9 November, 
1846 ; Sir Charles Egerton, 
(i.O.M.G., and K.C.H., 
died 8 July, 1857. 

Exchan<;ed from Inspecting 
Field Officer of Militia in 
Canada ; killed in action 
before Bergen-op-Zoom 8 
March, 1814. 

Placed on half -pay on dis- 
bandment of the second 
battalion; General 20 June, 
1854; died 28 January, 
1865. 
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Names, 




Sir George Henry 
Fredk. Berkeley, 
K.C.B. 

G«orge Thomas 
Kapier, C.B. 



12 Aug., 1819 



22 Feb., 1821. 



Jos. Wanton Morri- 
son, C.B. 



George Hardinge ... 



John Henry Dankin, 
C.B. 

Francis Skelly Tidy, 
C.B. 



J. Chilton L. Carter. 
John Shelton 



19 April, 1821 



25 May, 1822. 



25 Mar., 1824 



22 Feb., 1821 



19 April, 1821 



15 Feb., 1826 



25 Mar., 1824 



11 Nov., 1825 



4 May, 1826.. 25 Aug., 1829 

ante-dated 
11 Nov., 1825 



Robert Macdonald, 
C.B. 



12 Nov., 1825 
16 Sept., 1827 

25 Aug., 1829 



5 Sept., 1827. 
13 May, 1845. 

11 Jane, 1830 



BemarJn, 



Ezchancred to 3rd Foot 
Guards ; General 20 June, 
1854 ; died 25 September, 

1857. 

Exchanged from 3rd Foot 
Guards, and in 1821 to 
half-pay, Sicilian Begt. ; 
General 20 June, 1854 ; 
Sir George Napier, K.C.B., 
died 8 September, 1855. 

Exchanged from half-pay, 
Sicilian Begiment; Brevet- 
Colonel 12 August, 1819 ; 
Brigadier-General Morri- 
son, died on passage home 
from India 15 February, 
1826. 

Appointed to96thEegiment 
25 March, 1824; died 9 
March, 1829. 

Brevet-Colonel 12 August, 
1819; died at Dacca 11 
November, 1825. 

Promoted from 14th Foot ; 
Inspecting Field Officer of 
a Becruiting District in 
1829; Brevet-Colonel 22 
July, 1830; appointed to 
24th Foot 1 March, 1833 ; 
died whilst in command of 
the regiment at Kingston, 
Canada, 9 October, 1835. 

Died at Ghazeepore 5 Sep- 
tember, 1827. 

Brevet-Colonel, 23 Novem- 
ber. 1841; died 13 May, 
1845. 

Promoted from* 35th'; ex- 
changed to half-pay 12th 
Foot 11th; June, 1880 ; 
appointed Lieut.- Colonel 
35th 22 July, 1830 ; retired 
12 April, 1881s died 15 
Noyember, 1860. 
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Names, 


From 


To 


Remarks, 


Thomas Maokrell ... 

Hon. Aug^tus 

Almoric Spencer, 

C.B. 
James Oliphant 

Clunie, C.B. 
Augustus Halifax 

Ferryman, C.B. 

Edward Thorp 

Sir Charles William 
Danbar Staveley, 
K.C.B. 

Patrick William Mac 
Mahon, C.B. 

Col. J. J. Hort 

Col. A. Browne, C.B. 

Col. T. "R^ikes, C.B. 

Col. E. Preston 

Col. J. S. Hand 


25 June, 1830 

17 May, 1845. 

25 Dec, 1847. 
24 Nov., 1848 

4 Sept., 1849. 

9 March, 1855 

28 Aug., 1857 

28 Dec, 1866. 

10 Nov., 1869. 
27 Sep., 1871. 

11 Feb., 1875. 

27 Oct., 1876. 


10 Nov., 1841 

I Aug., 1856. 

24 Nov., 1848 
4 Sept., 1849. 

27 June, 1851 

8 March, 1865 

28 Dec, 1866 

10 Nov., 1869. 
27 Sep., 1871. 

II Feb., 18''5. 
27 Oct., 1876. 


Died of wounds received at 
the storming of Rika-bas- 
hee Fort, near Cabul, 10 
November, 1841. 

Placed on half -pay of the 
44th Ist August, 1856. 

Retired 24 November, 1848; 
died 27 July, 1851. 

Exchanged to 89th in 1849; 
Colonel 28th November, 
1854. 

Exchanged from 89th ; ap- 
pointed to 21st Foot on 27 
June, 1851 ; retired 23 
April, 1852 ; died 25 Jann- 
ary, 1853. 

Colonel 9 March, 1858. 

Colonel 4 May, 1861. 

Appointed Military Secre- 
tary to the Commander- 
in-Chief in India. 
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Names of Men who Served in the Trenches before Sebastopol 

the Whole Time. 




Bank. 



2,099 
2,331 
2,418 
3.791 
3,817 
3.819 
3,501 
2,160 
2.798 
3,808 
3,830 
2,648 
2,696 
3,619 
3,437 
2.792 
2,972 
3,660 
3,282 
1,845 
1,968 
2.472 
3,707 
3,467 
3.425 
3,414 
3,169 
3,238 
3,0U 
2,601 
1,574 
761 
3,b27 
3,736 
2,871 
3,265 
3,264 
3,290 
3,160 
3.386 
2,061 



Seivt. -Major 
Q.M. Sergt. .. 

Sergeant 

Private 












»» 



NafM$, 



Colour-Sergt.. 
Corporal .... 
Private 



Sergeant 
Corporal , 
Private ... 
Sergeant . 
Corporal , 

Private 

Drammer . 
Private 



1* 



11 



»» 



Colour-Sergt.. 

Sergeant 

Corporal .... 
Private 



11 



11 
11 



11 



David Watson 

Denis Reddin* 

Alexander McGregor 

Michael Bannon 

George Berryman 

Denis Canty* 

John Carroll 

Robert Crookshanks* 
Bartholomew Duff .. 

Michael Finn 

Robert Kerr 

John Milroy 

William Cullen 

James Kelly 

Michael Lomasney ... 

William Trinder 

John Drenon* 

Henry Bird 

Thomas Brown* 

Robert Crook 

Kdward Hilditch 

John McOarter 

rhomas Durr 

Charles Bibby 

Greorge Carnt 

Richard Dillon 

Thomas Irvine 

Michael Ledwigge ... 

Thomas McGuire 

Joseph Sewell 

George Taplin 

Patrick Torpy* 

James Philips , 

John Shea , 

Benjamin Conlan 

Andrew Dougherty .... 
Christopher Keefe .... 

James McGill 

Francis MulhoUand .... 

Hugh Robinson 

Lumsden Taylor 



I 



1^ 



1.702 
2,504 
1 2,515 
1 2.634 
2,239 
S,013 



1 3,807 
2.699 
1 2.492 
1 3,252 
2.046 
1,440 
1,838 
1.881 
1,809 
1,998 
3.019 
2,773 
2.802 
1.874 
3,656 
3,576 
2.914 
2,088 
1.650 
3,670 
2,436 
3,329 
1.816 
1,821 
3.608 
3,204 
3,407 
2,034 
3,824 
3,160 
3,816 
3,836 
3,361 
3,792 



Bank, 



Private 

Colour-Sergt.. 
Sergeant 



II 
Private ... 

»» 
*> 
ft 
•f 

Sergeant 
Private ... 



•» 
If 



Sergeant 



»> 



Corporal 



Private 



** 
»» 
f> 

» 
*» 
»» 
11 
11 
11 
If 
11 
11 
II 
11 
11 



Namet. 



Patrick Walsh 

PhiUip Holland 

John Bartley 

Oecar Kelly 

Patrick Bums 

John Bumside* 

Jeremiah Donovan... 

Patrick McGlew 

Richard MulhoUand 

Thomas Rigney 

George Murray 

William R. Brown ... 

Charles Gravett 

Edwin Lingwood 

Nicholas McCarthy 

HughMeams 

Jolm Murley 

Joseph Ward 

William McWhineyJ 

Thomas Randall 

William Simpson 

Patrick Fahey 

James McCarthy 

Martin Brophy 

Robert Crouiers 

George Finch 

Robert Graham 

Thomas McCarthy ♦ 

Joseph ^lason 

William Massey 

James Meades 

Michael Neill 

William Newton 

Robert Oakland 

Thomas Power 

Thomas Rudge 

Michael Swift 

William Weston 

William Woodgale ... 
John Oaharine 



I 



6 
6 
6 
6 
6 
6 
6 
6 
6 
6 
7 
7 
7 
7 
7 
7 
7 
7 
8 
8 
8 
8 
8 
8 
8 
8 
8 
8 
8 
8 
8 
8 
8 
8 

8 
8 
8 
8 
8 



* Received special marks of distinction, vide page 168. 
J Received the Victoria Cross, vide page 169. 
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Names of Men who were in the Crimea the Whole Time. 




2,064 
2,903 
2,195 
3,604 
3,471 
2,896 
3,839 
3,701 
2,233 
2,741 
2.095 
3,642 
3,452 
2,408 
1,419 
3,134 
1,669 
2,932 
2.607 
2,582 
2,566 
3,676 
3,653 
2,968 
3686 



Bcmk, 



Sergeant 

>f 

t* 

Private .. 

Sergeant 

»> 
Private .. 



*i 
*» 
*y 
ft 
» 
>> 
ft 
>> 
>> 

Sergeant 
Private .. 

)} 

»i 
Drommr. 

Private .. 
» 



Na/me8. 



William Powell... 
Abraham Friend 

Henry Hall 

William Starsemeare 

Henry Clarke 

Edmond Gill 

Samuel Thompson . . . 

James Clinton 

Henry Carroll* 

Thomas Hull 

John Mealigh 

William Morris 

George Rouse 

William Broderiok... 

Job Mason 

William Steele 

James White 

Isaac McBlroy 

George Saunders*... 
Jonathan Storey ... 
William Tramain ... 
Joseph Pattorson ... 
Michael Crowley. ... 

Francis Kelly 

JohnBoche 





r«« 




r 






ti 




Rank, 


1 


2,070 




Corporal 


1 


3,721 


Private .. 


1 


3,0fi0 


*) 


1 


3,205 


t* 


2 


2,998 


if 


2 


1,786 


Cr.-Srgt. 


2 


3,255 


Private .. 


2 


3,473 


» 


2 


2,885 


tf 


2 


2,350 


)) 


2 


2,221 


Cr.-Srgt. 


2 


1,788 


» 


2 


1,653 


>» 


3 


3,373 


Corporal 


3 


2,008 


*} 


3 


2,001 


» 


3 


2,718 


Private .. 


4 


3,177 


>» 


4 


2,425 


»» 


4 


2,245 


*> 


4 


3,666 


>» 


5 


1,8:^6 


)) 


5 


3,515 


» 


5 


3,293 


>> 


5 


1,515 


t! 



Names. 



Bernard Feeley 

Robert Kelly 

Samuel Shambrook.. 

Edward Slaven 

Henry Warren 

William Burrett ... 

James Henry 

Robert McDonald ... 
David Marfornm ... 

James Schofield 

Thomas Mathews ... 

Peter Cantwell 

Edward Keams 

Thomas Allen 

James Milroy 

William Pej^ 

William Drake 

William Gtdlagher... 

John Gall way 

Jacob Jenkinson ... 

P hillip Lambert 

George Meades 

John Moore 

James Rankin 

James Samples* ... 



r 



6 
6 
6 
6 
6 
7 
7 
7 
7 
7 
8 
8 
8 
8 
8 
8 
8 
8 
8 
8 
8 
8 
8 
8 
8 



* Received special marks of distinction, vide page 169. 
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Names of Men mentioned in Regimental Orders during the 

Crimean War. 



Ii 






«S v.* 






BcmJc. 


Names. 


1 ^ 


Rank, 


Names. 


1^ 






1=^ 






2,099 


Serg^.-Mjr*. 


David Watson. 


2,871 


Private 


Benjamin Oonlan. 


2,504 


Color-Srgt. 


Phillip Holland. 


3,807 


ft 


Jeiemiah Donovan. 


2,221 


)} 


Thomas Mathews. 


3,670 


n 


Georffe Finch. 


2,548 


)) 


John Milroy. 


1,838 


»» 


Charles Gravett. 


1,929 


)) 


Richard Rice. 


3,830 


Lce.-Oorpl. 


Robert Kerr. 


2,634 


Sergeant... 


Oscar Kelly. 


3,290 


Private ... 


Jam^B McGill. 


2,418 


»> 


Alexandr. McGregor 


2,662 


ti 


John Rowley. 


2,046 


>» 


George Mun-ay. 


3,475 


»» 


Robert Thimblebyf 


3 527 


>> 


James Phillips. 


2,773 


Lce.-Corpl. 


Joseph Ward. 


3,786 


Lnoe.-Srg^. 


John Shea. 


1,998 


Sergeant . . . 


Robert Maon. 


8,660 


Private ... 


Henry Bird. 


2,696 


Corporal ... 


William Oullen. 


2,408 


ti 


William Broderick. 


3,351 


Lce.-Oorpl. 


William Woodgate* 



Names of Men who distinguished themsel7es during the Ohinese 

Campaign of 1860. 



1^ 






ntal 
}er. 








Rank. 


Names. 


n 


Bank, 


Names, 


tl 






•|i 






& 






c§ 






220 


Private . . . 


John MoDongall.J 


7 


Private ... 


James Shields. 


8,280 


>> 


Michael McCafiErey. 


2,504 


Color-Srgt. 


Phillip Holland. 


4,328 




James Bolger. 


4,473 


Drummer.. 


Stephen Lawson. 


4,425 




Robert Alcook. 


4,298 


Private . . . 


Patrick Keongh. 


645 




Michael DriscoU. 


2,939 


*) 


John Gkillay. 
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Joseph Fenton. 


4,152 


>> 


John Daly. 


4,614 




David Sannderson. 


3,377 


» 


Alex. McCann. 


2,171 




William DofEey. 


3,951 


)} 


Timothy Shea. 


4,501 




Thomas Dyer. 









* Received special ma/rks of distinction^ vide page 168. 

t Received the insignia of the 5th class of the Legion of Honour , vide page 168. 

% Received the Victoria Cross, vide page 177. 



PEINTBD BY 
GALE 4 FOLDEN, BBOMPTON WOBES, CHATHAM 



44th Bhgimbnt. The following extract from the Deccan { 
Times of Not. 24 will be read with interest and gratifteatton 
by old 44th men :-r** This eyening a portion of this diatin- 
gnished old corps will leaye for B^mafa. Althongh iiu^r 1 
sojourn here has been brief,^ gires ns sufficient opportaxkhgri. 
not only to base an opinioD|4iBl to iMflbKah a firm conliiltiei) 
of the sterling worth of the oom—both o^ioen and me% or^ 
to adopt a popalar phrase in the army, If the whole box Md 
diee,' Many have been tlie oQ«w:teno^ aviooiated with the 
regiment tihat iriU Rttrre W wi!kA4ibmai«n««^em«^ \ki \\v»«a 
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they leaye behind, and which they themBelyes will 

whereyer they may go. The affability of the offi< 

regiment, the respectable demeanour of the non-ooi 

officers, and the conduct of the men tended to mak 

popular with all ranks in each arm of the Seryict 

the people of the cantonment in general, so much 

departure of the regiment is yery much regret 

classes. The utmost cordiality existed between 

the 44th and their brethren in arms of the o^ 

stationed in this place, and what with the entertaio 

social gatherings, which they were such good handf 

up, they catered well for the public, and their a 

be felt by those that are left behind. The 44th is 

a smart corps, well disciplined, and kept in per 

The appearance of the regiment on parade is remai 

a finer body of men under arms no general coul 

take into the field. It must be said that the re( 

been blessed with a succession of good commandl 

which has contributed to make it what it is, one 

Infantry corps in the Army. The internal econ< 

regiment is most admirable, and all its instit 

carried on particularly weU ; and when it is cone 

these institutions embrace workshops of all kinds, 

presp, a soda water manufactory, a kind of co-opei 

to which the coffee-shop was attached, besides 

library and reading-room, all under the entire c 

management of the regimental authorities and 

men of the regiment, it speaks yolumes in fair 

system which can bring about such good results, 

men who are instrumental in bringing them aboi 

the system pursued in other regiments, all the : 

belonging to the 44th are carried on wholly and so 

benefit of the men ; hence the yast interest eyincc 

by all ranks, from the officer commanding down^ 

always haye been of opinion that a regiment in t 

ought to be a little world in itself, as independent 

of its surroundings, to which it should not be def 

its requirements, but capable of supplying itse 

therefore closely watched the regiment about to 

see bow far it was possible to do so. We must S8 

great extent the problem was snccessf uUy solyed, a 

experience which this regiment affords us w< 

hesitation in delaring that the extension of the syt 

the 44th Regt. had in force is quite possible. 1 

reason whateyer why a regiment should not suppi] 

all that is necessary in the way of food and raime 

hundred and one little comforts so needful to 

pleasant. As a regiment, the 44th certainly did c 

the time they were in Secunderabad, to make 

comfortable, contented, and happy, besides trying 

to render their companions in other corps equally 

proyiding for their own amusement and entertai 

catered for the amusement and entertainment o: 

station^ which of late has had little recreation of 

any other way. The men of the regiment thei 

sorry to leaye Secunderabad, and Secunderabad 

part with them. For some days past the cantonmc 

exercised in leaye-taking, and both officers and mi 

farewell balls and farewell dinners on all sid( 

Edgcumbe lias been assigned local rank as oapt. in 

June 23, 1877. 



